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A C T I. SCENE!. 

Entir VALERE ami PASQJJIN, ai 

difftrent Doers, 

VALERE. [Speaking at bi nfcrf.] 

NO, no, yoa may talk till doom^s day % I 
will never confent to it, I tell you ! 

PAS QJJ I N. [Afide,^ 

So ! here's my hair- brained mailer ! What's in 
the wind now ? 

VALERE. 

A perverfe old fool ! 

P A S Q^U I N. [AJide.T^ 

^ ^ V 1 1. K R p , 
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V A L E R E. 

/ *Tis a folly to think of living any longer with 
him-: Fll leav e th e h o ufe to d ay. 

PAS QJJ I N. 
Pray^ fir, who may you be exclaiming^againft 
in this manner ^ 

V A L F R E. 

My father, 

PAS Q^U I N. 
Perfeflly dutiful, and well-bred, upon my word! 
And if he had chanc'd to have overheard you 

V A L E R, E, 

Oh! IwiOi for nothing befter! Hhopet- fi^nv 
my foul, he did not lofe a fingle fyllable. 

PAS QJJ I N. 
Heavens forbid ! you were an undone man« 

V A L E R E. 

"Why, doft think that I iland in awe of him? 
no, no; I am no fchool-boy now, Pafquin. 

PASQJJIN.. 
Come, come, fir; no playing with edged tools : 
School-boy quotha ! egad, if the old gendeman 
takes it' into his head, he'll treat yeiu^juft the fftlM 
as if you was but Ml in^yoiir grainmar. 

V A L E R E. ICdckin^ bis i6#/ J 

Howl my father pretend- to treat me in. tha^ 
manner ! ; 'Sdeath ! I wo^ld pref&ntly. let him (ee*^ 

PAS QJJ 1 N,. . r 

Mum! here he cornea. > 

V A L E R E. 
I'll retire then. .^ 

PAS QJJ IN; 

Ko, no; come back; itisoorbimi 

VALERE. 
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V A L E R i:. 

^Sblood ! do you make a jeH of me ? Yoq fat 
me in fuch a fright ! 

PASQJ^IN. 
Lord, fir! I thought yoa faid, jaft now, yea 
-was not to be frightened by him. 

V A L E R E. 

True V but Fve fome remains^of weaknefs about 
me that I can't account fof*—— however, I have 
BOW recovered myfelfj and am ready to face 
him. 

P A S QJJ I N. 

To fly him, yon mean. Yon fine gentlemen 

mrc furioufly brave, till danger approaches--.— But, 
take my advice, fir, reform your conduct, and 
you will have no longer occafioo to fiand in awe 
of yoor faiker. 

. V A.L B R E. 

Hearkye, mr. rafcal ! how much does the oil 
gefitleman give yoo lor pSaying the tutor i 






Pleafant enong^ that ! give me? why^ he thinks 
thafr'it is I who fpoil you ; whereas, God knowsg 
I have too great a regard for you to dp ^hat. 

VAJLERE, 

Infdent fcoondrel { 

PAS <^U I N, 

Come, fir, raillery ^part, yoa muft think of 
feme method to fiitisfy him. 

V A L E R E. 

Well, bat how am I to do it ? 

PAS QJJ 1 N. 

By behaving dire^Uy contrary to wh^ yos hav^ 
jbae hitbeitQ« 

A 3 VALEEl. 
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V A L E R E. 
Sat what has been my crime ? 

P A S QU I N. 
Crimes are out of the qaeftion : I am fpeakiog; 
of follies only. For inftaoce; was I not this very 
morning witnefs to the cooverfation between yoaip 
father and you ? While the old gentleman was 
giving you wholefome advice, you turn*d it all 
into ridicule^ by your manner of anfwering. him* 

V A L £ R E. 
Mef 

PAS QJJ I K. 
Yes, you t Shall I convince yoa of it by re* 
peating the whole converfation as it paiTed } tor t 
have it all at my tongue^s end^ 

V A U E R E. 

Oht by all meansi Ict*i hear itf for I fliall be 

8 tad to jadge cooty, whether or not I wai ta 
lame. 

PAS QJJ I N. 

\SrdI &:&» fuppofs me your f2±er. But I fit. 

The door opens. In you come i and exaf^ly ia 
this manner— —*[//(rr# Pafqtiiti ty turns puts on tbi 
mrs of m pert fop^ and a ftrious oU gentlomanA 
So, ion I ftood morrow to yoa Oh! 

iir» your mol devoted I Did yoa fend to fpeak 
with me, £r ?— —Yes, firrah ! Where was yoo all 
laft night ? — Laft night, fir ? Let me fee i oh ! 
I fpent part of the evening with a fet of friends at 
the tavern I and from, thence we w^t to a prtvatt 

ball. That's faUe, fir : I know Very well what 

ball you was at; and if yoa idon*t mend your man- 
ners, I ihall fiend you over to Germany to dance 

there Gad's curfe me if I donVt think yoa 

would die, if you did not read me a ledin'e ever/ 
day i For heaven's fake, what is it yoa wottra 
have me do i May I periih if I fee what you Cfta 

be-- 
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t)e angry at I Why, blockhead, do you ima- 
gine that I can be pleafed to fee you continually in 
the midft of that herd of fops and fools you keep 
company with ? fellows, whofe principles are as ' 
light as the feather in their hats. Can I bear with 
patience the monkey aira you give yourfelf ? the 
ridiculous extravagance of your drefs, which yoa 
call fafliion ? the perpetual round of debauchery 
in which you live? and that infolence of beha- 
viour, which, tho*it may impofe upon the weak 
and illiterate, makes you the fcorn of every man 

of underftanding ? Why, dear fir, all young 

people of condition do juft the fame. One mult 
follow the faihion, you know. — Don't tell me of 
the fafliion, fir ! you iball follow my faihion — — 

Well, time will (how 1 tol lol derol 'Sblood I 

do you make a j.eft of me, firrah ? Til teach you — 

[Pafquin offtrs to Jirike him.J 

V A L E R E» 
Zounds ! what are you going to do ? 

ril break every bone in your re^etlious hide. 

[Cbafing Valcre dhffut the Jifige\J 

V A L E R E. 

^Sdeatb, fcoundrel ! yon will not have the info- 
lence 

TASQUIN* ^ 

Odfi), iir! I aik ten thoufand pardons. I 

was fo carry*<l away by the warmth of a^ion, 

that I abfolutely thought myfelf your father^ 

. However, yoa muft' own I am no bad aftor : for 

'the truth is, if you had not made the beli of your 

way out of the room, the real fccne would have 

ended exa£lly in this manner. After all, my good 

•^tBaftef, it'Js high time yon fliould begin to reform. 

It is now above three months fince yoor mother* 

-^-- ' •' A 4 in-U«^ 



8 The IM AG I NAJtY OBSTACLE. 

in-law, that is to be, came out of the country, 
v/'ith her daughter Angelica* yoor intended wife; 
and here they have lodgM, ever fince, at yoor 
father's requeil, and have been witneiTes to the 
ivhole of your behaviour; which? . by the bye* 
cannot have given th.em any very high idea of 
you, In the name of fortune, fir^ do you in- 
tend to lead this life when you are xnarryM. ? 

V A L E K E, 

Puppy I Do people marry to mend their Uve»i 
^Sblood ! I ihould be glad to fee any wife pretend to 
controul me. Look at the refl of the young mar* 
TyM fellows about town; how do they ^behave? 
Why, on the wedding-day they are all love and 
fondnefs ; but, ever afterwards, -they follow their 
pkafureJ without reftraiot. 

PAS QJJ 1 N.. 

And their wives too, I fiippofe ■ ■ W hat blef« 
fed fruits fuch an union mull produce ! 

V A L E R E* 

PpIiH** ♦"» A>»^i /^t^oAfoKr «*r!fK -iron. I have but 

a vefy flight inplination for Angelica r *nd I be- 
lieve, before it is long, I ihall have none at all* 

PA s <^u I NT, 
What fault do yoo find with her ? 

V A L E R E, 

In the firil place* fine has too much wit. 

PA s c^u I N* 
That indeed is' not to be borne with in ft wife.' 

V A L 15 R E, 

Then, fiie is poring over a boc^ from morm(\g 
to night, and pretends to a world of learning* ] ' 

P A S QJJ I N. 
The remains of her country breeding. A town 
life willxore her of that fault« 
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V A L S R E. 

And ihe* loves mt mik a palGon like that of 
a heroine in a Romance. Whenever we meet, 
(he overwhelms the \Mi' a flood of high-flown 
fpeeches and^exakod/endments, that weary aie to 
death. 

PAS Q^U I N. 

I believe it : for noble ientxments are as unul- 
telligible to the fine gentlemen of the prefent age» 
at Qreek and Latin. 

V A L E R E. 

But yon mnf): own, thai the yoang creature 
whom my father ktely took oat of the convent^ 
upon the death of her mother/ is infiaitely move 
engaging than Angelica. 

P A S QJf I ^. 
Jalia, yod meam. I mnft to^k^ thdf diifer 
-widely in their difp6iitk>nfl. Angelica is grave 
and languifhing; Julia, gay and fprighdy. An- 

felica has fometbing fludyM in her manner; Julia- 
as all the eafe that an acquaintance with the po- 
lite world infpires. In a word ; I fhould chufe 
Julia for a miftrefsi but Ibould prefer Angelica 
ioE a wife. 

V A 1 E R E. 

I am refolvM to have a Httk private converfa* 
tion with Nerina, Julia's maid. I know ihe is 
)icr miftrefs^s confident, and-— '.*•. 

PAS QJJ I W. 

Hold, St I with yoor favour, that Nerina is niy^ 
wife ; and I have no inclinatioa for her holding 
any private conference with you. 

V A L E R E. 

F(ha I yoa are an afs. 

A s vAs<^tr. 



y 
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PAS Qj; I N. 

I am Bone of your fafhioaable ho/bandsy \. I 
love my wife. 

V A L E R 1. 

Is that any leaibn I may not fpeak to her ? 

PAS QJIT IN. 
In my prefence, aa much a» yon pleafe ; but^ 
in prmte, I beg to be excnsM. 

V A L B R E. 

Do yoo know^ mr.. jackanapes, to whom yois. 
are tallung ? 

PA»SQJIIN. 

Sir, I am ready to allow yon your prerogative aa 
a mailer ; and, at the fame time, I'll preferva 
mine as an hufband. 

. V A L E R Bv 

That I concern myfelf very little abgat \ and- 
fhall ad jaft as-— —but,. 'fd<ath ! here*s Ange- 
lica » 

S G E N E H. 

EfUer A N G E L I G A, nrnfimz, 
\Zb§ C9nus forward ivithout peraifoing Valere and 

Bafqain.] 

ANGELICA. 
' No news of Valere yet ! I hardly ever fee hint 
now : I mud confefs his indifierence farprtzei liiei. 
and even gives me concern. 

PAS QJI I N. [r* Valcrt, afidt^X 

Do you hear that, itr ?' 

VALERE. [Afide.'i 

Upon my foul fhe is an agreeable girl; . 

PAS CtJJ I N. [Afde.l 

I think ihe might pk^fe wy xxan • 
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ANGELICA. [Perceiving V9lctt,J 

Oh! are. you there fir? where have yoa beei^ 

'ft) long, pray ? 

V A L E R' B. 

I ani jaft come from my fatber^ madam, who? 
has put me in a terrible ill hamoor ; and I wa$. 
telling my complaints to Pafquia here. 

ANGELICA. 
Now, in toy opinion^ I was the proper perfoa 
to have been made ' acquainted with your uneafi- 
nefles. We are apt to feek advice and confolacioo} 
from thofe we^ love : but, of late, you feem no. 
&nger to defire my company ; you even avoid 

VALE RE. 
- I avoid yoQ, madam f How nnjull is the r«w 
proach ! Afk Pafquin, he will tetl yo n - ■■.■■ 

PAS qjj I N. 
Me, firr 

V A L E R E. 

T%at I was this inftant faying to him how loves 
ly and itmiabk I thought you. 

ANGELICA. 

And muft I hear thofe things from hiln T Dxh 
you grudge me, then, the pleafureof hearing theisb 
itom your own lips I 

V A L E R E,. ^ 

y No, certainly, madam ; bttt, qpon my foul, t 
am fearfiil of wearying you with a continual res- 
petition of the fame thjing over and over, again. 
Every one has a peculiar method of ftewing their 
love: for my part, wheii I have- once faid, I 
lore, I think that I have done all that can be re-^ 
\fa\red of a lover I have.jia notion of thoie infi:- 
pid, tirefome, whining fellows, Who are for evee 
on their kneea before their miflrefres,, and repeats 
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ing the iame dull ftoiy* a';t]ioufimd tii^es over. 
Adorable creature ! how tfi9^^h I ^^ you ! I would 
fufFer ten thoufand deaths rather than be fa|fe ^o 
the charmer of my foul ! But fay, my lovely crea- 
ture, will you be ever thus kind ? will you always 
hlefs jne. with your love ? Then the )ady> flie aH* 
fwers in thefajne ftrainj; and dik thiey:do every tiaie 
they meet. Nc^^|. thia is uniupportable to me; 
befides^ a jnan who is perpetually talkipg of his 
pailion, grows tired or it at lafl, and w^iu&rsf How 
be ever came to be in love. 

A N O.E t I-C A. 

Yon Gouid not have foand a better cxcaufe ior 

indiiFerence. But I am not a perfon to be impoaVl 

upon by a flow uf ^ws)rds.' -Jndeed, Valere, you 

.)^ave[:a, great rd^ai ^f wi?, bu^r I ;4ainly pffr<|;eiv© 

you^ea'Srat\t^;toJo^e« i • : j.' ; 

VALBRBw 

• • - * 

•A granger to love t You fee, Pafqifik), hfw t 
am us'd. Who now is to l^ame of us two? 

PAS ^ IN. 
The perfon who ijw^ks with the leaft fiiicetky,< 

TALERE. 

'This lafily madam, knows my moft fecret theiights^ 
^Okd he can juftif/w, -— * 

PAS Qj; r N, 

Oh yes ! I can afiuiie you, madam, my mafier 
is far from being a ftiaoger to kve. If he hat a»y 
£ittlt, it id that o£ lovang cacher too aiuch« 

VALERE. 
He Ikys very true« 

PAS QJU IK. 

And I was blamu^ him for k juft as yifl 
««V'd, 

... > 

ANGELICA* 
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* ANGELICA. 

: I profefs I Wi^t eibfervM any thin^ like it jn 
him ; but, however fatirical you may be u'poa paf- 
fionate lovers, fir, I muft tell yoii, that Ipvc never 
difcovers itfelf ib plainly, as by afliduity^ proteila« 
tioQs, and fervices. It is better to fay the fame 
^things an hundred times over, than not to fay 
them with tendernefs. No, jao« Valerej I ^an 
never ^be perfuaded that yoa love me« 

V A L JRB. 
Ok! byiitamtt, madaiHt ifjlothing bat aim 
oaths are wanting, I nb ready to ftyea ct 

•P A ^ CUT I w. 

That he loves yoa as w6ll as a man can a wo- 
man he intends to make his wife. 

A NC E LJC A.. ,..!, 

TiMse it. is I He know^ Tm Mgn'd :lbr ,hts 
wife, and. diaa tide hi» givep him «: di^ike to me 
faefisrehand. How dsferent are year fentim^Bts 
and mine, Valefe? The tWaght* that you aae 
.one day to become my httn>afid» makes yo», if 
poffiUe, a thoofand timet mere dear |o me. ' .A 
.acsder and victnoiis hpict ia fafcepcible of the 
.ftfongeft paffinns^ when )diiey givea ai AmSion to its 
incBnadont. .♦ a; , . :^ 

Madam, nothing in natare can be ma^e yA 
and noUe than your obiervation* Bat permit me 
to aiToKe you, that all thefe ia^^ things are thrown 
away upon my matter; he. does not nndtrftand a 
fyllsble of them i tis^, tn' my codfcience, I bd» 
lieve there are very few of your tmiC {tx; in P^ 
lis, a whit better aoq^oflinted with them than him- 
felf, eiceept indeed a. few veperabte dpwaj^rs^ 
4hat floiir^*d in the beginning of Lewis XlV^a* 
|eiga. Yon Xfik^ XBadaa^ Bke « ^oang lady who 
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lias been bred up in the coontry all her life^ We 
Biake love in qaite a different manner : for in-- 
fiance f a gentleman goes to an a/Tenrbly or a ri- 
dotto, t>r a rcut, or any public place of diverfion t 

' there he fingles out the lady he thinks moft agree- 

^ able and kind-hearted in the company : he b^*^ 
gins his attack with ogling her ac a diflance ^ 

^ then finds means to get nearer |nd nearer by de» 
grees ; takes an opportunity to fqaeeze her hand ;. 
begs the favour of a fingle word with her : (he 

'iglafits-tiiqi the hearing : he imfliediatery declarer 
his paffion : (for this is always done at £rft fight) 
if the lady is offended, which^ however, feldon^ 
happens to be the cafe, he makes her a refpe^uL 
bow, and drops the converfation : if (he liftens ta 
him, he proceeds to oaths, vows, and proteftati- 
ons. The fair one replies witli an obliging fmile, 
snd the- bufinefs is i^tled. After this, they vifit 
every where together; are always of the fane par- 
ty ; join in abufing one another*s friends behind 
their hacks: and, ia fhort, are infeparable fo long; 
as their pafiion for each other continues. But, 
when either party begins to be tired of the amouf,. 
the gentleman draws off, the lady retreats, and 
they both ga in fea^tlh i of fome frefh adventure. 
This, madam, is a full and true account of tlie 
rife, progrefs, and~i:on£tiifioii, l of all the fafhioa- 

:ablc love aftirS' in diis great metfoppli?. 

ANGELICA. 
I am no longer furprlzed.at the poHtcnei) of the 
gentlemen, of the prefeAt a^e^ and the prodlgiouis 
^rpwth of gallantry,. .'/ ' \ . 

• The war ! the war ! is the occaflon of thefe ir- 
l^gularities. Our young fellows arc fo ufcd to carry 
placet fwerd U hand; that they atta^ a lady as 

they , 
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they would a fortrefsy and expert her to furrender at 
the firfliforomont. It is tpJie hoped a peace will: 
fitde things apon their farmer footing, 

ANGELICA, 
But I expert that you, Valere, will,, in your 
pafiion for me, <liflingui{h yourfelf from the giddy 
young fellows of your age; and, by your example»^ 
JBodeavour to bring tender and vif tiious. love onct 
more into fafliion« ' \ 

VALERE. 
Upon my 'foul, madam, t love you' with 98 
much tendernefs as I poflibly can. 

PAS QJJ I N. 

My mafler fpeaks the truth, I iJCnvt you, ma- 
dam*. 

A N GE L I C A. J 

Tfia( i's faying nothing. I want to. reform yovi^ 
hearty and make it capable of a paffion is delicate 
as my own. We nuill read romances together, 
Valere ; I liaye a large colIe£lion of thofe ufefal 
and affb^ling works : there you will learn that the 
Bobleft and mod: refined love ever tended to the 
hymeneal ftate ; and that marriage,^ infiead of de- 
-l^ying (hi ten<ter pit»0iiy Itlways fm|iroved' Jin^ 
increafed it»: ' .■ ■ a . ^^ )•:. .1' 

y A L E ]^ ;5« ) 
. Alt diis may be mighty fine in t^fn^nc^i bur da 
you imagine I,could ever bear to r^ad fuch trafli ? 
l*d as foon iludy Coke upon Littleton. Romances^ 
§uothat 

A *I G fe'L I&Jk. 

And'yfet yott muft abfdately cOmpfy with this, if 
Vbu have any dcfign to pleafe me^ but here's my 
jnt)thef. * • t 

VALERE. [jifilF.f 

.^<^ , UrcV an additional plague ! 

^^^ SCENE 
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Enter COUNTESS. 

' ' ' / 

"countess. 
Good moifoWy ibn-in-law. 

V A L E R E. [^fftfe.] 

• Son-ki^liW 1 tlie dovil okc her coamiy bived- 
ing! 

C OJT N T.E.S S. 

What were jrou two talking aboot ? Don't Ie;t me 
Interrupt yoia/ 

A K G E L / C A. 

We were upon tbe bki}t€t of reading, madam ; 
•and I W4s Tecommendkig to Mr. Valcw 

C O .u N T E $ s. 

I am ^xtremdy glad of it. Nothing improves 
the underldanding li)ce reading, efpeci^ly' of ro- 
ina^ice ; workd of th^t kind furniih an inexhauftible 
foorce of le^irning. The late Count, my thrice 
honoured confort, and I, nfed to read them night 
and day : they were ib moving ! fo moving ! 

VALE RE. [4fidi,l 

. Q)i| we^tfe'giH^toi^l^ieQ^At, I wonder ihe 
had not brought him upon the carpet M<Ht,. 

C^ U N TES S, 

'Would yoo'lMnk that my late lord ftnd 1 ■ '■■■ 

val:ere. i4fide,i 

' m«, agiin! 

Mj. late lofd. and X^I;(ay« read the grand Cyma 
from beginntne to <|ad|V^,9ne wc^kj fu4i( ^* 
tfilhed U8 with fuch an overflowing of foadi;«ij» for 
each othe r I r ■■»■ / ; 

fAi^iir. 



The IMAGINARY OBSTACLE. 17 

P A S QJJ I N. 

I prefume then your ladyfhip found fome very 
^reeable confequences from tbefe ftudies* 

COUNTESS. 
Infomuchy that my late dear lord and I loved 
each other to the day of our feparation^ with the 
tendernefs of a bride and bridegroom. Valere^ 
what ails you ? you fay not a word. 

V A* L E 11 K. 
I'm loft m admiration^ madam, h i - 

COUNTESS. 
Of my daughter, I fuppofe. Well, I don't blam* 
you : an ardpnt love r ■ ■ ■ ■ 

ANGELICA. 

Say nothing to him, madam ; he is in an ill hni 
Jnour. . : ' T ') '! 

COUNTESS, 

Yon mufl own that my daughter ha» an infinitt 
deal of wit, mr. Valere. I believe there are very 
lew you^ivomen of her age, and peHbnal «tlrac« 

•VALE RE,' '. 

Will you give ifte leave to fpeak my fentimentf 
rfkecly,' madam r ' 

COUNTESS, 
Doobtlefs, fir; He i& going to make fome ten« 
der declaratiotil fuppofe, [AJidiJ\ 

, YA LEiJ?. E.- ' 
. Wl^ th^ I cannot fee wljat bufin^s a wife I^f 
with fo much knowledge. I mufi own t vynonld i^ 
ther have one that wng enrirejy ignorant. 

C O U N T fe 'S S, 

Ah! wliat a rcythian in point of taftef a dbwn* 

right Hun ! I would advife yoo, fir, to feek for ^ 

r wifg 
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wife among thofe fuperficial creatures of this cityv 
vvhofe only knowledge con (ids in piatching, paints 
ingy and' drefTing ; fuch an one would fuit beii with; 
your underHanding. 

V A L E.R E» 

And be infinitely more agreeable, tHaa one who 
!s perpetnally quoting authors. A mere female 
lexicon ! 

PAS QJS I N. 

The r^lbn-is, madam, that niy mafter prefers 
thofe ladies, whofe learning lies chiefiy among the 
moderns; whereas, ypu are for thofe that are ac- 
quainted with the antients. But foft ; here com«f 
IJie old gentleman. Ill retire. [Exit Pafquiii.. 

S C iE N E IV. 

Entir LISIMON. 
L I S I M ON. 

I was told yoa wanted to fpeak with me^ madjua*. 
You was rightly ioform'd, fir. 

iLISIMON. 

Weill then^ be as concife as poffiblCt for I am 
in hafie. 

COUNTESS. 

Yon will let me begin firft, I hope. 

LISIMON. 

Begin then, I bes of you \ I have an affair opoft 
my handsi that wiU not permit me to-attend to any 
thing elfe. 

COUNTESS. 
Yoa are fo hafty, that I declare there is no fuch 
^Aing as having an edairciiTement with you. How* 
"^ever, I will now come to the point. 

- ••' IISIMON. 
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L I S I M O N, 

Pray heaven you may keep your word I 

COUNTESS, 

Yoa know that my caufe is now coming Qn» 

. LI SIMON. 
Know it ! to be fore I do ! Why, have I not 
been employ^ in feeing your council, fpeaking ta 
the judge, making friends and- ■ ■ 

COUNTESS. 
But perhaps you may not know, that the adverie 
party have been to my lawyer ^ and tha t 

L I S I M O N. 

Zounds, madam \ we have no huBnets, now* 
with your lawyer, nor the adverfe party neither. I 
am & Ack of your caufc, and the perpetual din 
yoa make about it, that I would, with all my foul, 
pay the whole fum, to have it determin'd out of 
iiand.^ However, I think I have taken fuch mea* 
fures, that it cannot well fail ; for I have juft dapt 
fifty pieces into the recorder's hand, which, with a 
£sw more properly circulated amongft the under* 
Wrappers, will do the bufinefs, I am perfuaded 1; 
and fo, for heaven*8 (ake, no more of your caufe* 

COUNTESS. 
Well, well, Tm fatisfied upon that head': But 
what is to be done with the young folks here? 
They have now been above three months together 
jn th« fame houfe j and that is long enough, you 
know, to be ac<}uainted with each other, and,, 
perhaps, too long. Therefore, the whole refis here t 
shall we wait till my caufe is determined ? or (hall 
we anticipate the fentence? (hall we marry tho 
young couple ? or Ihall we not ? 

ANGELICA. 

I moft beg leave to fay a v^0rd•-— ^ 

LISXlfOH^ 
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L I S { M O N. 

Silence, mifs, if you pleafe; ao one aiks yoat 
advice. 

VALERE. 

In my opinio n ■■■■■ 

LI SIMON, 
Yoar opinion! hold your ton|;cie, till yon aie 
afk'd it. Madam, your caufe, and this marriage* 
are two things that have nothing to do with each 
other. We have fettled matters to our liking: 
your daughter is of age, and willing to be married ; 
and delays are dangerous. I want to rid my handii 
of this libertine ; he muft, therefore, prepare to be 
marryM to-morrow s and the inore i<>« as I intend 
to.];>e marr/d myfel/ out of hand. Why, you ftare I 
If I i^yfelf, I ffiy, in^ead to be mxry'i out of 
Jkand. 

vai,br;b. 

Yon, «r! 
Yes, I b. 

VALERE. 

Sttt do you confide r 

L J S I M O N. 

I confider that you are a fool. Get out of th« 
room. Thefe young rake^helly rafcals thinks that 
AO-body muft be xnarry'd but themfelves. 

COUNTESS. 
And pray> who is it yoa are about to many t 

' LISIMON. 

That Ji to mjrfelf, madam ; no .one elfe has anj 
bufinefs with it. To-morrow is the day I have 
feed- for the two weddings. Has your ladyfhip any 

pbje^ons ? 

COUNTESS. 

None in die world. 

^ISIMQK, 
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L I S I M O N. 

Nor yo«, pretty- mifs ^ 

ANGELICA. 
I am ready td comply with any-tMng. 

nsri^oK. , ^ 

Obliging creature ! Well,- thtif, I thinK tficrt> 
is nothing farther to be faid" abotit die milttfcr. 

COrtJNTES^.' 

I give you a good day. ' „ 

[Mxeunf Cotmtefs and Angelica; 

L I S I M O N. [Stani Valcre.] 
Hey-day I what, are yOu here ftill ? 

V A L E R E. 
Yes, fir J and mnft teg your permjffion——^ 

You have my pcrmiffion to march about your bo- 
^ef^5 atidib troop. « [Shoving him oia.l 

5 e B ^ E \r. 

Sot now n^r mairri^ea' dedat'd^ there i»i 
only one little difficulty ift rfie way ; and that Is, I 
have not vet got my intended fpoufe's coa&nt : no 
matter, ftie is in tome meafure under my command i . 
and what I am defici.enHn ppHtcnefs or good figure, 
I make up in power and authority. However, I want 
to get her maid over, to my fide, for I know flie 
has a great influence over her miftrefs ; and luckily 
enough, chance throwSher-in iny way. Here Ihe 
comcf;^ 

)SCENE 
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SCENE VI. 

Enter N £ R I N A. 
N E R I N A. [>f/f£f.] 

So, hcre'rf old Tefty! but I'll warrant me, VJX 
jgive liiin as good as be brings. 

LiSIMOK, 

Good day, Nerina. 

NERINA. 
Yotti* fervant, fir. 

L I S I M O N. 

You feem in an ill humour. 

NERINA. 

We are much alike then, fir. 

LISIMON. 

Yoa fliould confider who yon are fpeaking to, 
child. 

-NERINA. 

And yooy in what manner you fpeak, fir. 

L I S I M O Nf 
Do yon know, mrs. Abigail, that no one iin this 
honfe dare anfwer me fo, except youorfelf ? 

NERINA. 

Becaufe no one elfe has either a grain of courage 
"or refolution. 

LISIMON. 

Nerina 1 

NERINA. 

Sir! 

LISIMON. 

This pert air of yonr's, is by no means agreeable 
to me. 

NERINA. 

Nor yoor mor^f: one to ire. 

1 1 s t ? ' r v» 



The IMAQ IN ARY OBSTACLE. 25. 

LIS I MO K. 
. Yoo ' know the regard I l^ave fhewn, both to 
your miibtd and. yourfclf, 

N £ R I N A. 
Yes, fir, I am not unmindful that yon have taken 
fl^y millrefs out of the convent, and brought her 
home to your 9wn houfe ; that you have provided < 
her with mourning f^r her mother, who is lately 
dead: but at the fame time, I cpofider»-(haC[ihe 
has an uncle, who i^ pxpeded from the Indies, 
and, at hi? arrival, will fatisFyyon very handfomdy 
for the expence you have been at ; and yon know* 
that where all is paid, nothing is owing.' - 

L|SlMpN^ 
This is nqtrthe language of gratitude ! Can JuHa 
ever repay wHaC I have done for her ? I would have ^ 
her ienfible of the obligations. (he is under to me,^ 
and make a fuitable return. . . 

NERINA. 

And what is the return yon exped ? 

L I S I M O N. ' 

' Her stffe^on. 

,'■ ' : NERINA. '. 

i Theie, *'fir, J am afraid you overihoot the,mark : 
you require impoiTibilicies. 

LI SIM ON. 
How, 4nrs. impudence ! 

NER.INA. 
Come, cqme, (ir, lay your hand upon your heart, 
aftd ttlFihe ferioufly,- if ydu tKink a fweet-temper*d . 
young hdy, like iny iniftrefs, can ever love a tefty, 
cholerJc, morofe old in an, who puts him(elf in a 
fret and a fume'about every trifle ; drives every-body 
before him, and is quarrelliBg from morning till 
nigh't? No, no, fir, believe me ; the nw>ft you can 
expect, is to be ftar'd, but rcvcr to bv l;v:d. • • 

'• .' IT '!'■■■' f.' 



L,ISI1*6W. [Aftdcl 
' OHny x^hfciencc, flie 'is^ rfgHt. I muff Whtedle 
her, for I have occafion fo^htfr.^^-Gortc, Neritht; 
let us to the point : NoW Jblia lias loft her mother, 
(be has no longer a^y friends to-depend u|>on fer 
ttSuppbtt, ex(^t an old imde that k in the Indiett 
§M At whofe re<piieft I took h»r bi»me,- 

'XtkHoiv^Uthftt.^ ' ' 

But you do not knbw» that, by a veflel lately 
afriVedy he fent ifie over full power to marry his 
niece ; 

• Welt; Wfeft air good relations fay l! the hioneft 
gWtifimtttt^tvjls not *cotttehtfeti -with having remitted 
fa£l> ni^e «- hAndfon'iefbni' of motley^ but he' lAuft, ' 
at the fame time, chufe fo' agreeable a' companion' 
for her to ihare it .with! He knew the wants of 
the feXy and vkls willing to antic^pAte my miftiefs^s 
defiresy I fuppofe ; wifely judging, that at five and 
twenty years of age, a young woman is no longer 
in a humour to flay for ft huiband ! Upon my word, 
mr. Licaader is excellently, well acguahited witB 
the world.' 

ljsi:a^om. 

Come, come, leave yofir joking, and Ipeak fis- 
tioufly : is Julia's heart engag*d ? 

.JfERINA. 
Doubtlefs it is. Why, do you think a woman 
can live to her yeats without being in love ? It is 
about three y^ars ' fince, that a young gendeman 
came to th^ convent wh^re my mifirels was* 

LIS I Ail OK. 

Ah, thefe wild yonng fj^ks thnift themfdres 
into every place ! 
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N E R I N A. 
His name was Leander. 

LI SIMON. 
Pox take him^ and his name too ! 

N E R :I N A. 

At firft dght, they fell violently tn love with each 

-other. 

L I S I M O N. 

So mach the worfe. 

W E R IN A, 
They went 'ftill farther—^ 

LI SIM ON. 
"Zounds 1 what d'ye meani 

N E R I N A. 
Why, they agreed to be marry'd 5 bat when they 
"were to come to the point, Leander found that 
mifs J alia had no fortune, and depended only on 
the bounty of an uncle, who paid her mamtenance 
«t the convent ; her mother having left Paris, 
without telling any one where (he was gone. 

L I S I M O N. 

« 

And was the young man worth money ? ' 

N ERIN A. 
Why, ril tell you, &r: his whole eflate, prefent 
and in reveifion, coniifled entirely in a large dock 
of love^ and £ne expreffions. 

LIS I M ON. 
A noble marriage-fettlement, truly ! 

N £ R I N A. 

When they found this to be the cafe, tSiey mu- 
tually agreed to part. 'Leander took his leave, in 
tiie niU xefoliition to put an end to his life, or to re- 
turn with a fufficient fortane to fapport them both« 

Vol. IL £ and 
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and we have not heard a fyllable from him iince 
his departure. '■ 

L I S I M O N. 

I am heartily glad of it. He was fome loofe for- 
tane-hanter, that wanted to foap her up^ 

NERINA. 

This gentleman had a footman; as clever a 

young fellow ! ■ 

LISIMON. 
As you thought, I fuppofe. 

NERINA, 

Certainly : it is a rule, that a waitiog-maid al- 
ways loves her millrefs^s lover's man. 

LISIMON, 

But tell me ; has your mtilrefs dill a fondness for 
this fame Leander ? 

NERINA. 
Why,, lir, my miftrefs is a prodigy 5 that is to 
fay, fire is a woman, and conftant. As for me, I . 
pretend to no fuch excellence : I found myfelf un- 
der a preifrng call ; and as it is good to have two 
firings to one*8 bow, you know— —why— upon 
one Pafquin*s oiFering his fervices, I e*en accepted 
them ; and am at prefent his wife. 

LISIMON. 
Pafqain I what, my fon's fervant ? Well, yott 
are not much in the wrong ; and I hope your mif- 
trefs will follow your example. 

- NERINA. 

That is as it may happen. But who is the party 

you propofe ? 

LISIMON. 

Why, in the firft place, I mu& tell you, he is 
not young. 

NERINA* 
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N E R I N A, 

Then to tlut firft article; I anfwer^ it will never 
do. 

L IS I M O.K. ' 
That we tnnft try. He is amiddle-ag'd mani 
one who has it in his power to make her verjr 
liappy. 

N £ R I N A. 

Lord; fir, I*m in a cold fweat ! 

LI SIM ON. 
Why, what ails you ? 

N £ R I N A 

I'm afraid I guefs at the perfon you mean.. 

L I S I M O N. 
• And. does that put you in a cold fweat ? 

N B R I N A. 

Upon my life it does ; for I am under a deadly 
apprehenfion that you mean yourfe]f« 

L I S I M O N. 
Well; it if myfelf : and how then f - 

N E R I N A. 

How then ? why then I no longer woj&der at my 
fright. Something has fat htfaty at my heart all 
day. ^ 

L I s I M O N. 
Huify ! hnffy I my patience is almoft «Khanlled. 

N E R I N A. 
Fair and fofSy, fir : here comes my millrefs ; 
explain yonrfelf to htf . 
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S C X M E VIL 

Enter J U dL I A. 

HtrkV« fnftekun ; Iifiiatt make tio long harangue 
about the matter i hut fliall tell you, in three wordfiv 
that I love yoa. 

J u L4 A. 

Lord ! you are quite gati^Rt iOiday, fir \ Nerina> 
4io I look welly this morniBg ? bow doji^thiogs^ 
4]pon me ? 

,N Eil I N A. 

Moil admiraUy, unadam. 

L I S I M o N. 
This is always the "way with thefe women ; th^ 
think of nothing but. their dre& 4Qd their looks « 
Oi^jmey cenK> ^rdooe w^h y<m i4}e qvatf ^as s I 
have fomething more ferio49 ^9 talk ^ yw^ 
jibout. 

J t> L I A. 

Oh ! none of your ferious matters, I beieech yoa. 
I rather want fometkhig pleafing to divert my me- 
lancholy. 

L1SIM0:NL . ' : 

I defire you will hear me. 

. JULIA.* 

Does my mourning become me« T>krina? 

NBRINA. 

Delightfully ! And what do you think of minft t 

• * * 

L I S I M O N. 

I (hall lofe all patience ! 

JULIA, 
Upon wsf wordy I nev^ ifLVt you look fo hand- 
some. 

UsaiNA. 
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N E R I N.A. 

I am healtily glad of it ; foi* I am fare, nfever 
was mourning worn with a better will. For my 
parr, I always fpeak what I think ; and nothing 
ever ga^re me more pteafure, than the death ol:' 
your mother ; a fapcrannuated old fool, to abandon 
her daughter to the wide world, when (he was only 
ten years old ; to let no creature know whither fhe 
was ypiit ; to engage in a fecond marriage, without 
confuking any one ; gain an hnmenfe fortune, and 
then, iniiead of making you the bettcfr for it, to 
full in love with a bat and leather, and dtfinheric 
vou, to Ifave him idl (he had in the world. Oh 1 
ihet'c's no end of recountine her follies I Ir^ my conw 
fcience, I believe, if tfie devil has not taken her. 
It i» enfy thx6^ Siftr th«tt flie ihot^ waiit Kiin for her 
iburt^hu/band;' 

JUL TM. 

Peace, dear Nerina $ ihas is a fabje6^, yon know, 
ihat itf very difs^eeable to me. 

LiSrMON* 

To be fure, to be fare ;. it wiil be better to talk of 
^e propofal r have made you. 

N £ R IN Ak 

Oive ear^ madam I. this worthy gj^ntleman has a 
aamber of fine things to fay to you j he is.goii^ t» 
make you the ofter.c^ sin hufband. 

~ j,tr L r A. 

Of sfn huftaad? for heavenV fake, avoid that,, 
fir, unlefs you havd a mind to make me as ill- 
Batar*d and crabbed as yourfelf. 

N E R I K A. 

Lord, madam! you are vaftfy miftaken; yott 
would be ready to Jump oat of your fkin, if you 
did but know^Uie perfon he has to'propofe to you. 

B 3 JUHA. 
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JULIA. 

Not the god of love him (elf could ever make 
me forget my dear Leander, much lefs a mortal. 

LI SIM ON. 
Piha ! love is opt of the queftion. When people 
/Come to talk of matrimony, there are other con* 
iideracions of greater weight. 

J U L I A. 

I am afraid, fir, there would be very few mar- 
riages, if people took much time to confiden 

L I S I M O N. 

'Sdcath ! madam, will yott only give me the 
hearing ? 

JULIA. 

With all my heart, firj and fo, pray make all 
imaginable difpatch to let me know your propofal, 
that I may be ready .with my refufal. 

\ H S I M O N. 
Indeed! OK then> madam, fince yoa talk m 
thatftraip, I moll tell you>. that yoa mud be ready 
to comply ; to comply, madam.! Ijiow fpeakfxom 
the authority delegated to me by your uncle, c^f 
which, I think, I cannot make a better ufe, than 
to ferve myfelf ; and therefore, I now declare to 
700,' that myfelf am the perfon I intend for yoar 
kufband^ 

jlJLIA. 

And I, Aff reply, in virtue of the power dele* 
gated to me by reafon, and my own inolination, 
tiiat I would fooner wed my coffin, than marry 
you. 

L I S I M O 17. 

■ * 

Then you fhall return this very night to the con« 
vent. Take your choice: me for a hufband, or a 
veil for life. I leave you to make your determina- 
tion, and fo your fervant. [Exit Llfimon. 

SC£N£ 
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SCENE VIII. 

N E R I N A. 
We]], madam, you have certainly a mod tender 
and refpedful lover I 

JULIA. 

Bat doil think he is in earnefl ? 

N £ R I N A. 
ril anfwer for him. I have already been founding 
him on that head. But how will you determine ? 

J U I- I A. 

A pretty queftion ; to go back to the convent, to 

be fure. It is now a confiderable time iince my 

uncle fent me word he was coming over from the 

Indies. When he arrives, he will free me from my 

conEnement. 

N E R I K A. 

In my opinion, it will be better to contrive fome 
fcheme for continuing h^re, and yet not marry this 
old fellow. 

JULIA. 

I have a pleafant one come into my head, only 
St is not quite fo.honourable. 

. ' NERINA. 

Let me hear it. 

JULIA. 

Upon my fird coming to this houfe, I perctiv'd 
chat Valere had a great paffion for me. 

N E R I N A. 

Ah ! you are a little coquette. 

JULIA. 
No, faith, I am not a coquette; but I love 
mifchief, if you pleafe ; and I have a mind to re- 
venge myfelf of the father's impertinence, by 
fetting him and his fon together by the ears, who 
is a young fool^ capable of committing all the ex- 
travagancies we could wifh fr6m him. This difpute 

B 4 in 



32 The IMAGINARY OBSTACLE. 

in the family, will keep matters in fufpenfey aiwf 
give D8 time to look about us. 

N £ R I N A. 

An excellent thoaght ! My bafinefs, then, will 
be, to makePafiiuin believe that yon have a liking 
to his mailer. 

J U i I A. 

But be fure not to difcover ta hkii|the truths 

N E R I N A* ' 
Oh, let me alone ;. I know him too well^ t<y 
truft him with a fecret. 

J U I. I A. 

Well ; b»t can yoa bring yonrfelf W deceitf 
liim ? 

K Z R I N A. 

A mighty piece of bafinefs, indeed L Why, there*9 
nothing fo natand to a woman^ sa to cheat her 
hnfband. Do yon go back to yotrr chamber, I'll 
find oat Pafquin ; and I warrant me, Ff! cot out 
work enough for the old fellow. 

JULIA, 

Bat after all, Nerina, we ihall make a horrible 
confafion in the family. 

N E R I N A. 

So much the better; I love Confufion of an* 
things. I think there is nothing To haradram, a^ a 
'family where every one agrees. Thefe little broils 
give life and fpirit to the.houfe* and £srve to keep 
up converfation. Oh I here will be the fiiteH fcene f 
An amorous old fool, and a young rake, his fon^ 
his rival I the one, a downright brate ; the other^ 
a marplot ; and both fighing for a fair one, who 
does not care a fartliing for eitheir. What excellent 
fport (hall I have ! I die, till I am at work * I ni- 
ver fet about any thing with fo gdod a wilt in tiiy 
life! But come, we muft partj yo\X*t that vw/; I, 
this. N ^Exeunt /evera/Zy,'^ 
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ACT II. S C E N E I. 

Bnttr VALERE and PASQUIN. 

V A L E R E, 

WELL J now you fee, Pafqnin, wheAcr I bad 
reafon to be in a pafiion with him ! an old 
dotard ! to think of marrying Julia ! It erica for 
vengeance I 

P AS QJT I N. 

But after all, what caufe of complaint have you ? : 
Julia was never defign'd for your wife; and yoor 
father's only fault, is having Joil his reafon. 

V A L E R E. 

Oh, by Gad, I hare too great a regard to his 
charadJer, than to fufFer him to commit fuch an aft 
of folly and.madnefs. 

PAS C^U" I N. . 

What a confiderate, good-naturM (bn you are. 

VALERE. 
However, it gives me no {n^W fatisfaaion, that 
Julia herfelf has appIyM to me for affiftancc. How 
angry I ihall make the old man ! 

PASQJLJIK. 

A very dutiful and laudable refle£Uon I 

VALERE. : . 

Look you, Pafquin, I'd brave the devil now, to 
hanmJuKa; ' 

PA5QJJIN. 

• Wc fhall fee if you will brave yoor father. 

VALERE. 
' By heavens will I ! Not that I care a great deal 
about this girl, enly I fhall have fo much joy in 

^ 5 croffing 
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crofling my old dad, who is perpetually erowling 
and grambling at me, for taking the leaft mnocoot 
amafenient^ and he. keeps me fo bare of mo- 
ney, I have Jong-wifh*d to be reveneM on him. 
Now I have fqlmd an opportonicy i and if I mifs it, 
ha0g.me.-7f will pay as clpfe court to Julia, and en- 
deavoai^'^s much to gain her affedtions, as if I 
i-eally lov'd her ; and if Ifiiould not fucceed after aljip 
ic IS only returning to Angelica again. 

PASQJJIN. 
And do you know what will be the confequence 
•f all this ? You will make your father half mad. 

V A L E R E. 

4o much the better. 

P A S QJJ I N. 

Julia will flip thro* your fingers. 

VALE RE. 
• 1 don't care. 

PAS QJJ I N. 

And Angelica will torn you off, 

1*11 truft to that No, no, Pafquin, when 

once a woman takes it in her head to have a paiCon 
for me, it is not fo eafily thrown'otF; befides, let 
the worfl happen, I can only remain iingle, and £0 
Ihall be more at liberty. 

P. A S QJ7 1 N. 

More fhe libejrtine, you mean. Why, do yoa 

imagine your ^ther ever expeded that matrimony 

would tame you ? 

V A L E R E, 

If he did, he was plaguily miftaken : a fcore cjf 
wives ihould never make me change my way of 
living. There's no pleafure under the fun, like 
that of doing as one will, and laughing at what 
the world fays. I cannot conceive, how a man of 
fulrit can be a Have to that bugbear, reputation. 
'^ Thank 
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Thank heaven^ I have had friends who have cur'd 
ne of foch idle notions. 

PAS QJU I N.' 
Yes, yes, you have had excellent totors, and d0 
them great honour, 1*11 fay that for yon ; but let 
me tell yoa, if yon perfift in the defign*of niarrv-' 
ing Julia, you'll find that yoor father it not the 
only one you will have to deal with ; yon wiU raife 
a devil that will not be fo eafily laid. 

V A L E R S. 

Who do yon mean ? 

PAS QJU I N. 

The coantefs, who, if the annals of fcandal in 
the place where (he refides, lye nor, has bad the 
honoor, fome fcore of times in her life, to beftow 
a found drobbing on her thrice-honourM lord and 
hufband, the late count de la Pepiniere. 

V A L £ R E. 

Yes ; but I fliall not be qnite fo paffive as hia 
lordfiiip. I ihall foon clear my hands of her. 

PAS QJU 1 N. 
Pm glad to hear it. Now, then, is the time to 
flicw your prowefs : for lo 1 where her ladyfliip ap- 
pears, ready to enter the liH, and run a tilt with 
. yo«. 

S C E N E II. 

Enier COUNTESS. 

C O U N T E ys. 

So, fir ! what are you doing here, ja^y T How; 
comes it you are thus wanting in your attendance 
on my daughter ? do yon cxpeA her to come iii 
fearch of yon ? . 

TALBRV. 
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Your Iftdyihip will pleafe to remember^ that ytftt 
forbii me holding ti^ private converfation with 
nifs Angelica. 

COUNTESS. 

But am I not always with h^» £r F 

VALE RE. 

I was afraid you might have been abroaxF^ 
madam. 

COU9TSSS. 
Yoa are become mighty circiim^e£( of late. It 
h no wonder my daughteF is in fach di^refs. I was 
not willing' to countensCnce the poor child^s fufpi- 
cions i but I perceive they were too well founded. 

VALERE. 
What does yoav ladyfiiip mean ? 

COUNTESS. 

Come, come, fir^ none of your evafions, your 
Aabterfuges i Yonr segk£b of my daughter is but 
too appareat : iurely you hare lorgot of whom (he 
is defcended I Mercy o*me ! was her great great 
grandfather^s grandfather, count 6ertrand> livings 
he would teach you the fefpe{( due to the family 
of the Pcpiniere's I 

r A L E R E. 

'Sdeath! madam, who do you take me for? 
an Orooadates ? or an Amadis de Gaul ? What 
in the name of fortune would mifs AngeUca have f 
Ym fure I have been in love with her above thefe two 
months. 

COUNTESS. 

Mighty well, my pert fir. I find you grow 
weary of being in pofiefiion of a happinefs a thou- 
fand times above your defert. 

VA L E R E. 
Why, look you my lady countefs/ I do not 

knov^ 



iwm ^ac I aiti iHider mf ad'ticler to ^gh £gr your 

daughter my whole life : befides, not all the«powei« 
on earth ihould oblige me tb love any one unlefi I 
liad an hidination ib ta do^. 

PAS QJJ I N» 
Not if there Were a fcore of count Bertrands m 
the family ■ 

COUNTESS.' 

So theik» fiff yoa abfolutely witt not love mjr 

daQghte^ ? 

y A L fi R E» 

I am not po(kive as to that. Time brings many 

things about : — but at ptefetft* I cqnfefs 1 find no 

difpofltioft to- it. 

Tkere mti^ be a time ior cvtry ^itog, 

COUNTESS, 

Was evef fiicft iaf6hticel And Co yatt really will 
not marry Angelica ? • 

PASQJJIN. 

Yoalhdar, xtiadasn, my. n^after ifr.i<^ pOfiti«<r. 

couNTEas. 
Did he not fay this infant he did not lo7e her ? 

P A i QJJ 1 N. 

Love her! that's no reafon he may not mtny 
her. What has losFe to do with marriage ? People 
now-a-days generally chufe to macry thoihthcf do 
not love. 

CO U^N r£ S S. 

I confefs this maxim is quite new tO me. In the 
noble and antietit families . of our province^ love 
and marriage always, go together. 

P A, S QJJ I N". 

Tofeenpw how.plae^diierf I can- aflltfc yo«r 
ladyQiip that it's upwards of two centuries fmce 

thefc 
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thefe two have been feea together in my matter's 
family. 

COUNTESS. 
Immortal powers ! when he is my fon-in-law I 
ihall make him change his method. I am deter* 
mined that whofoever marries my daughter, fhall 
adore her. 

V A L.E R E. 

Will your ladyfhip give me leave to tell yon my 
fentimentt without difguife ? If you can find a per« 
fon that you think a more fuitable hufband for mift 
Angelica, I advife yon to give him the preference. 

PAS QJJ I N. 
The whole bench of judges could not have giv'n 
better advice« 

COUNTESS. 

Very well ! from hence I fuppofe I am to infer 
that yon will break your word whenever you think 
proper. This, I prefume, is another cuttom handed 
down to you from your ancedors. 

PASQUIN. 

Your ladyfhip has hit the right nail on the head. 

COUNTESS. 
A very noble prerogative undonbtedly f now < 
ihall exadly follow the cnfiom of all my predecef* 
fors in the like cafe. 

VALERE. 

Which is ■ . ■■ ■ ■ 

COUNTESS. 
I'll explain jt to you in three words. When any 
one promifes marriage to a young lady of our fa- 
mily, and the affair has got wind, we never dif- 
penfe with the obfervance of that promife. Not 
that we oblige any one to a^ contrary to their in- 
clinations ; no, np> noi on the contrary^ if a lover is 

. daring 
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dariog eooagh to off<^ as an afront of that kind, 

we never inake him any reproaches^ but content 

onrfelves with obferving a tiifling ceremony upon 

theoccafion. 

PAS Qjc; I N. 

And prayi madam, what may that be ? 

COUNTESS. 
Why, if the father of the yooog lady who has 
received the affront is living, he inttantly whips his 
fword thro^ the gentlemai^ body : if (he has only 
a mother alive, then the neareft male relation puts 
a piftol in his pocket, goes in fearch of the incon- 
flant, and blows his brains out. Now you, my 
good fir, are the inconftant in the prefent caie. The 
count de la Pepiniere is not living, bat Angelica 
has a coufin in town yoo anderffand m e 

VALERE. 

Curfe catch me, if I can help laughine at the 
drollery of your ladyihjp's menace. Ha f ha ! ha ! 

PAS QJJ I N. 

Nor I upon my fonl, it.isfo highly ridicoloas* 
Hal ha! ha! 

COUNTESS. [Serikit^ Pafquin. J 
There rafcal! take that; to teach you how t6 
behave to a perfon of my rank. — As for yoa, fir, 
ITa ValeieJ £ix your determination, and let me 
know it out of hand; — otherwife you have not 
another hour to live, and^ib yoor fervant. 

lExiiCoumtbmaf^i^ 

S/C E N E III, 

, PASQUIN. 

So I war^s declared in form ; but the firll afts of 
hoftility have been committed on my territories, 
which, is rather unjoil, as I was only an auxi- 
liary. VAiEaa, 
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The good \k6j is IBmewbat fprightly, 

PAS QJT IN.. 

Yes, faith ! my ears can bear teftimbny to that;. 
It would have been Come comfort to me under my 
fuffcrings, if (he had given you your fttarc*. 

VALE RE;'. 

; Egad t esfpefljed it; 

P A S Qj; I N. 

A very extraordimary charafler of » womaft this S 

yf A' 1^ E XV £* 

I CantiOt g«t rid of my furpriae. 

' .... P A. s <UJ I NT. 

PH anfwer fiQfr it (he made you tremble* 

V A L E R i. * / 

. Not in the leaft ; * I am more afraid of the attack 
i have to make oh the old mail. 

P A S Q U fN. 

Hp'llplay, the very devil when he finds you are 
•cffwith^Angfelica; and' Want fe get'Jjdria /rom him. 
Zounds \^ how will you break it to hini ? it wfll be 
^ dangprous attempt. 

■ . " , y A L E a E, • • ' . 

. >iy dear Pafquin, if thou wonld'ftbat ilandthe 
&I& bfoadfidev for me * j ■ 

.ftAS.CyLLIN^ 

• A vwy-cariotti pMipofal upon my word! net 
contented with the blows I have received from 
the counted on your account, yon. want to at- 
tack yoor fether at thefexpeifceof my hide ; I am 
obliged to you ; I.have no paffion for being made a 
^rl&m>hop^4 Sue byt all thatfs good'hetehe comes ! 
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V A L E R E. 

ril leave yoa and him together, and retarn 
after his £rfl fire is a Iktk ijpeAt. 



SCENE IV. 

Enter L I S 1 M O N. 

[Whafeing Yalere going ouf, fihps bim^ 
t 1 S I M O K. 
Oh \ yoa are the per(bn I want ; day here> fir I 

P A S QJJ I N. 
I may leave the room I prefame,. fir ^ 

L I S I M O N^ 
. No, rafc*!! 

PASQjJifN> [4fiir.J . 

. What die deril bofiaefs had I her« ? '^ 

V A L E R fi. 

What is yoor «lill With ttitf, fir \ 

LISIMOKi. 

I' have heard a fin* acoonnt cf yoo tmfy \ What, 
mud I eternally be pat to the blufh on your ac- 
count ? Are thefe (tte'frnil^ of the education I have 
been at the pains to give you? Go( abandoned 
wretch ! from thi& dafy forwapdl (hall forget yoa are 
my Ton. ... 

P A S QJ7 I N. lAfid*,'\ 

This opening pfomife^ fomething mighty icom* 
fortable. 

r A L E R 6. 

You have takeiv ca»e that I (hall never forget yoa 
artf my fsn&M-r fir^ 

PASQjriK [^<ft /o VaTcre J 

Bravo \ ^e^p up your i^bits ! to him dgain ! 

' LISIMON* 
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L I S I M O N. 
What is It you are whifpering to him ? 

PAS QJJ I N. 
I was telling my mafter I thought him rcry ^aoch 
to blame, fir. 

L T S I M O N. 
Stand on this fide, firrah ! [To Valere.] And Co 
it feems you are determined to bring a difgrace upon 
me and your family, by bafely faliifying your vows 
to Angelica ? 

VALERE. 
I fuppofe the old countefs has been wiCh yoa. 
What a noife is here about nothings indeed ! 

L I S I M O N. 

Have you the aiTurance to make fo light of an 
affair of this nature ? When I was a young man, 
had any on^ aded as yon have done, he moll have 
hid his face for ever. 

.PAS Qjy IN. 
Oh ! but the world is greatly changed my dear 
fir s we ihould not whip a page for fuch a thing 
now-a-days. 

VALERE, 
True, ?afquin« 

L I S I M O N. 

A word with you, Mr. Pafquin. 

P A S QU I N. 
Sir? 

iHt tndiovourt tofital out, and LifimoD cstchet bold of bim^ 

L I S I M O N. 

Stay, ftay, fir! I have not done^vith yon y«t: 
•^opon my word I amr extremely happy that my ' 
fon^s condufl happens to pleafe you, and that you 
approve of his honourable fentiments i I did believe 

yoa 
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you would. Yon deferve a reward for yoar jail 
difcernmenty and iball not be long before yoa re- 
ceive it. 

P A S QU I N. 

You are extremely kind, fir ; but I have no felf- 
interefted views, I aflure yoo :— •! had rather retire* 
fir, if you pleafe^ than put yon to any expence. 

L I S I M O N. 
Oh ! what I have to give yoo will cod me little 
•r nothing ; only a few baflinadoes, Mr. Pafquin 1 
nothing more. 

PASQUIN. [Struggling.] 

Sir ! apon my fool, fir; I beg to be excQ&d-— « 

L I S I M O Kr 
Yoa fliall not efcape me* mr. rafcal ! Valerey 
call fbme of my fervants. 

Zonnds! fir, yoo will not offer— —— 

LISIMON. 
Do as I order you. . . 

V A LE k B. 
How» fir! do you think I will be acceftry td 
the ill treatment of a poor fellow* whofe only crime 
is his attachment to me ? 

L I S I M O N. 

For which he deferves to be beat to death. I 
know* I know that this rafcal fpoils yoa. 

P ASQJJIN. 
Me, fir ? as I hope to be faved if he was ipoilt 
when you put him into my hands* fuch as I found 
him* I am ready to return him. 

L I S I M O N. 
Why* yoo are difpofed to be waggifli* hey ? 



y 
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PAS Q^U I N. 
Not I, upon my foul, fir! I have never had anf 
inclination to be waggiih fincc I have been married^ 
But in fhort I aai quite tired of being the vi£tim of 
another's foWy : and fo^ fir, if you'll but fparc my 
fhouldcrs. Til p'en difcover ta you the real caafe ©£ 
ali my niafter's wrong proceediogs. 

V A L E.ft E. [To Pafquin aJiJi.] 
'Sdeatb villain 1 will you- bettay nic ? 

P A S QJJ I N. [j^hud.] 
PIl tell the troth, fir. Fear nothing. [^Jide.\ 

What can he be. 'going, ttoifty? 

Come, lar. impudence, Ifct me hear Koiv^ yotrlE 
extricate yoArfelf^ 

Firft then, fn, I \iki t6 deifire my mafter, time 
after time, to take care what tar did;, tiii^wij of 
going on, fays I, .wil} cx^pcra>e your father to the 
bigheft degree, \Wal care 1 1 fays ? he ; . da you 
imagine that Fm Uach' a fool, to' be curbed by him^- 
why niy father was guiity.of as maiiy follies as me 
when he was as young ; and fo, I.think, it is but fafr- 
Ae fhould wink at what I do, in return for my not. 
mentioning what he has formerly dotie. 

t r§.I M ON.* 

You faid this, did you ?.-*i-. , . 

; . ^ V AL^ J^E. . . . 

Me, fir ? if I kn©^ j|tfyUarbk» ^ 

FASQjLJIN. 
Obldrd! fir^ thst i^ aothtiig to what Icoold tell 

you. 

YALERE. 
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V A L E R E. 

^ure, fir, yon wHl not ^«e ear-to the viUaitt, 

I think yoa are very bold to interrupt me in your 
father's prefence, — Ay, ay, you may make aa many 
iigns as jOQ pleafe, but J ihaU fee you in .your true 
iight. 

V A t- E H E. 

Was there ever focii i^iJlaiHy^! father! fir! I'll 
<aU in your fer vants. ! 

L I S I M O N, 

No* no; i Itave ao occafion for . tlKin now ; go 

^n my lad. 

V A L ?; R E, 

Then FU leave the room. 

I command you to remain Jiere. 

P.A:^QJ7IN. 
I am forry to lay* fir, anr. Vikxtt's extfavagant» 
^ki(b, idle way ^ life la Us leaft fanit. Look ac 
rhim ; examine him cldely, I do fay and deckue it, 
-chat his priitci^s ;axB not a wihtt isetter thaa hb 
.ttiidtirftandiilg. 

' n^ 'A^t "ERE. - 

' I can hicar no more^ let me get at the rafcal ; P!l 
Ibreak every hpne in hw fldn. 

LISIMON. 
Stir fi Ay>t< farther ; and^-<i — I find h£ is an ho- 
m(pit Mdt^ And I talf^ him under my protei6^09« 

- P.ASQJtfJN^ 

Ahi ^f ^ye« had »difiike^ me only ^ wunt 
ef knowing me betW.> 

L:i8iMOir. 
I believe it— but to the point again. 

PAS<^IM4 
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PAS QJJ I N. 
Welly fir, this young gentleman, (would yo« 
think it ?) has had the aiiurance to tell me, who noi^ 
llan^ before you, that all the difference between 
you and him was, that he openly and honeftly dif* 
played his follies ; whereas you concealed yours un- 
der the fpedotts cloak of gravity and wifdom. 

LISIMON. 

Infolent monfter ! 

V A L £ R £. 

Mercy on ns ! do you believe what he fays ? 

LI SIMON. 

Every tittle of it; for I know you are capable of 
this, and worfe. But pray, mr. impudence, what 
are thefe follies I fo artfully conceal ? 

PAS QJJ IN. 

Oh ! ril tell yon for him, iir. I wonder my fa- 
ther is not alhamed ! (I ufe his own words) 
Is not my father aihamed, he would fay, to 
reproach me with the little fallies of youth, when 
at the iame time I know he is on the point of 
making himfelf ridiculous for ever by a iecond- 
marriage ? Yes, yes, the world will foon be unde- 
ceived with regard to his prudence ! He has been 
ten years a widower, and it is not half a year 
fince I faw him lamen^ng the loTs of my mother^ 
with tears; and telling us, in a mournful accent, 
how good a wife (he had been ; and that, if ever 
we faw him marry a^ain, we might Uke it for 
granted he had loft his fenfes. Now, fir^ can it 
oe poi&ble that you ever talked in this manner ? 

LISIMON. 

That*8 no bufineia of yours; go on with yoaf 
ftory. 

PASQJflR. 
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P A S QJ7 1 N. 

Nay, fir, z(k your Ton the reft; he^il tell it yOtt 
better dian I can. 

L I S I M O N. [To Valerc.] 

Will yoor worihip be pleasM to break filence ? 

P A S <^ I N. [Making /gns to Valere.] 

Speak, fir, fpeak. 

VALERE. 

Speak yourfelf, and be damn'd. I beg^ to an- 
derftand him. *Ti8 an excellent torn, [^fi^'l 

LISIMON. 

He did not ftop there, I fappofe ? 

P A S QU I N. 

Lord blefs yon fir ! Stop there ! no, no. How- 
ever, I fchoord him finely aboat it — I got a good 
drvihhing for my pains, indeed; but I did not care, 
I told him his own : for, tho* Vm only a poor fi?r- 
vant, as you fee, fir, yet I know what it is to be a 
father, and to have children to bring up. Tcod* 
if mine were to turn out rakes and libertines, X 
know what I know 

V A L £ R B. [4/Ue.] 

What an arch counterfeit f 

LISIMON. 

But whit did he fay afterwards about this mait 
riage ? 

P A S QU I N. 

Nothing. But I found out whal fet him fo 
mightily agog. 

LISIMON. 

And what was it ? 

VALERE. [4fide.'i 

Now he comes to the pointy Vm all in a fweat. 

FASqXTlM. 
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Wby» 9fithmg mone nor lefs, £r, cku this; ke 
is In love with mifs Julia. 

L 1 5 1 M O N. 
In love wkh J«ilia J [TvYaltre.} Wby, ybo 
abominable, inpud^nt» aoaacions.. 

PAS QJJ I N« 
Nay, dear fir, moderate your paflion : if your 
"hn has. A love for the lady, you ave in fome 
mcaffue ^ caafe of it. 

L I S I M O N. 

I the caufe of it ! 

PAS QJJ I N, 

Y^, fir ; and I'll tell you how. You were al. 
vrays faying, that mifs Angelica had the air of z 
country dowdy ; that her affedation of learning 
was Ttdiculoas, and ib forth. Now, mr. Valere 
thought the fame. On the other hand, you al- 
ways prais'd mifs Juli^, as a young lady of infi- 
nite wit and beauty » and was continually extol- 
ling her fprightlinefs and agreeable vivacity. Mifs 
Julia's merit ha^miule an impreffion on your heart $ 
it has done the fame on your fon^s. You are 
defirous of making her your wife ; he wiihes to 
pafs the remainder' of his life with her: and (b 
you plainly fee, if he is guilty of a folly in this» 
it is only by copying your example. 

VALERE. [^fttMw'fl^ PtefquinU band,} 

My -dear rogue 1 how much I am obligM to 
yon I 

PAS QJJ I N. [jifide.} 

Peace! marplot! 
What does he hyi 

FASQVIir. 



^e IMAGINARY OBSTACLE. 49 

P A S QJV I K. 

• fie was defiriBg me» fir, to mike a tdfiiog pro« 
|ofal to yoit» in mt name. 

X I S I M O N. 

What is it? 

P.A S QJJ I M. 

Why, fir, that yon woald agree to an exchange. 

He is ready to give yon mifs Angelica, if you will 

yield np Jalia to' him. 

L I 8 1 M O N. 
Oh! I onderftand yon, fcoondrdsl yon are i4 
concert to impofe upon me, I find. 

V A L E R E. 

We are no otherwife in concert, fir, than thit 
I defir*d him to tell yon, that the nfpea I had 
for yoD, would not fuffer me to declare myfclf. 

LISIMON. 
Mighty well ! As for yon, fir, I fhall fend yon 
•kroad immediately. [7s Valere.}. And yoo, 
rafcal 1 [7s Pafquin.] where are yon gotog ? 

PAS QJJ I N. 
To packnp liis dungs, fir. [Rmu 9f^ 

V A L E E E. 

We*II try which of ns two ihall have Julia. 

LISIMON. 

A«dacioM Tillain f if I lay hold of thee ! 

IRtau 4U him wiii bu r«nr:] 

SCENE V; 
Jitfsr ANGELICA^ {Wh ma letwm thm.1 

A N O S LI C A. 

Good heavens ! what do Ik^l 

VOLtlL C LISIMM^ 
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ttrSIWO'N. 
« Ohy madafn: ! my {on%:my rafeai of a f o n i ■ » 

ANGELICA. 

Sir, I cannot bear to kt yoa treat him in this' 
manner. 

LISIMON. 

I am afliamM to tell you1 tet this wretc h ■ 

A NG En C A. 
You (hock me, fir, with tKefe epithets ! 

LISIMON. 
If yon knew to what a height of impadence*— « 

ANGELICA. 
I cannot lillen to you» fir, while yon {peak of 
your Ton in fach injurious terms. Yon onght to 
fhew more deference to a perfon on whom I hare 
placed my affe^ionis : And, let me tell you, no 
gentlema n 

LXSlMOTSr, 

Tmce with your high flights^ if ypn ^eafe. 
Death and furies 1 Itcll you ■ ^ ' 

A NGX L I C A. 

Was there ever fo paffionate a. map ? Your faiy 
tranfjports you beyond the bounds of 4<^ency. 
Indeed, ^indeed, mr. Lifimon, yon forget yonrfelf. 
The mafter of a family Ought to preferve a be- 
coming deeorum, ^and confider?the ftasien.heipplda 
in life. 

LISIMON. 

Confidor a fig^ end ! Is this a tkne to preach ? 
*^blood ! will yoo hear me, or not ? 

A N G J£ L I C A. 

I am ready to bear^on, provided you will fptiak 
of this gentleman aoa^ieccntioaniier. 

• liieitioic. 
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Jf^aP, be it {9. Tbfin I tcU jrof, dHt ficoiin- 

ANGELICA. . 



Wliy, tliu is wof fe than all the reft, 

V A L E R E. 
I'll explain the whole affair to ypa, madani, ia 
two words. My father, here. Wants to marry Ju- 
lia. Do yoa think I ought to fafer fuch a thing f 
Ipeaky madam. 

ANGELICA. 
To marry Jalia! Indeed, mr. Lifimon, I thought 
you hadi)een more prudent; And« *wjth all dnere*. 
fyeGt, mail take the. liberty of faying, that fock 
an intention (hews a total depravil^y of fenie and 
underftanding. 

LISIMON. 
And I inuft tell your heroical Ijtdyihip, in aafwer 
to that, and with all due reaped to your loftinefs» 
that your ridiculous high fitghtt diftraft me moie» 
if poffible, than that rafcaTs imperdnence ( Do 
f on know« he hat had the impiufeiioe to aik Julia 
in marriage of me ? 

ANGELICA. 

For fome friend of his, I prefume. 

LISIMON. 
Some friend of his ? np I. for himlelf. 

ANGELICA. 
You certainly wrong him: he is not capable of 
fiich •perfidy. 

LISIMGN. 
The thing Is ae I tell you. 

ANGELICA. 

I can never bdieve it. 

C z ttsiMOir* 
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X. I S I M O N. 

Zoonds! Pm opon a gridiron f Speaks jrmr 
Tillain, fpeak ! Is it not true, that joa no longef 
k>ve this lady I Is it not true, tliat yon have de* 
clar*d a paffion for Julia ) Is it not troe, that yoo 
want to marry her f I s 

V A L B k «. 

Hold, fir! I muft beg to be ezeos^d : 1 ttew 
/aid any fach thing. 

ANGBLICA* 

I was certain of it. 

LISIMON. 

Yoa abominable varlet! do yoo ia^^mmm 

V A L £ R B. 

I did indeed &y that, if yoo had an indinatloii 
fo a fecond wife, this lady was a moie foitablt 
match for yoa than Jnlia. 

ANGELICA* 
Me I me a fultable match for yoor father ? 

VALEkB. 
Undoubtedly ! Yoa hare all that nnderflaQding^ 
aiodeily, virtue, and prudence, that would m ^ 

ANGELICA. [r»Vslci«.] 

Enough fir! I underftand yon. {Tt Lifimon.l 
I am now convinc'd, fir, that what has been told 
me is but too true : and, tho* I can chaDenge my 
whole fex to love with more ardour and fincedty 
than I do this faithlefs peijarM man ; yet my pai^ 
fion (hall never fo hs get the better of me, as t* 
make me run after a perfon who flights me* I now 
releafe him from all his engagements; and ihall 
endeavour, by abfence, to wean myfelf of a miC^ 
plac*d tendemefs, and repay his indifference with 
all the fcorn it merits* lExir Angelica^ 

8CENS 
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.8 C E N B VI. 

L I & I M O M. 

Nobly ezprefs'd I b/ beaven I tppltsd her for 
trcadag yoa with the contempt yoo defenre t 

V A L £ R £• 

Well, (ir, at yoa fe^ (he U fo read/ to defpife. 
]nc» t|ie change.in my affections .cannot give bcr 
much uneafinds. She has releafed you mm yoni; 
engagements us well as mc« and now we have 
got over the greats obftade, for I am fqre yo« 
liaye tt>o mnch good fenfe to think of falling in 
1ov« at your time of life. Let me entreat yoa;i 
therefore, to make one flight effort to render youc 
Isn Mfpy for lift : yield me Jalia. 

t I S I M O N. 
*SbIoodl wonld yoo have me force her incli« 
•ation ? 

T A L E R S. 

There wHl be no occafion to ufe force in the 

-TTTirr. ^ J SIM OK, 

Son of mine, yooVe a great coxcomb I I know 
Mr aSeAioiis are plac'd elfewhere. 

▼ A L E R E. 

And I know flie has a liking tx^ me» tho* iho 
has hitherto conceaPd it» for fear of difpleafing 
yoii^' and' making me break my engagements with 
Angelica : but, if yoa appear the leaft inc]fn*d lo 
cottfent to oar onion, 1 am certain flie would sol 
httfitate an infiant to give me her hand. 

LISIMOND. 
, Mighty well ! Here (be comes.^ I Ihall jdcfire 
her to cxpUia hdrfidf $ and then yoa will be con-« 
viBc'd what a vain poppy yoa are, 

C| SCEN« 
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S C £ N E Vtt. 
t»ttr JULIA «»/:KERINA. .. 

Madam, jon arecdtnt th alifcky moment 

Inlets itveV jt^'demeii H whstt is the nuOter > yok 
feem both' of jrou in a flraiige hea( I ' 

L I S I Kf O N. 

Heat» qMtbil How cah there be fltiy'i^aie ill 
a fam^y where (^#re is a hiLndfome yoimg ^dixMttf 
Do yo^^BOW, madam, jioti hw^ be^ tto efoeii. 
Son of myfonV bcihi?iii|^ ia ft i>tfy li fil^liEMii 
manner to me ? . . ^ 

Bot fnrel/^ in ib fair a cauie^ fome excbib 11119 
be pleaded. ^ 

jViilA. lAfik i» Nei5tar.] ^ * 
They have been, together bv the eart^' I<MS|&it^ 
We ihall gain timfe no>v. 

LIS iM-o n: ;■ ',,:. 

Yba know» madam, I defi^n/to make ybo mf 
wife ; and that I have propofed it to you. 

j-vLiA. . ; . .'•:. \ . 

I do, &Tt greatly tp my h(moyr> and' ]ilfip l# 
my fatisfafUoB. . ' ■• 

V A t B A t [^*.l -' ;^ ■' 

Admirably anftmM ! ' * • 

L I S I M O ll. 

A little more Gomflaifance woiild betoineij^oii 
Bettcri mifi. 

^. ■ " 'i ;■ . i ■ ■ 
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KERINfA. 

Lorif fir ! wqqM yoa hxrt toy youngs lady 
fay ihe loves yoo ? That nigh; be ciTil,^ perhaps, 
bttt I am fore it would not bf. true% 

What hvt&odb have yoa to iaterfcrc, mrs.perti 

I know yoa endeavour to give her an averfion to 
me. 

JULIA, 

Indeed, fir, you wrong her much : I have it 

naturally. 

y A L £ R E. [4/W*.] 
Bravo ! 

K B R I N A. 

YwLfind^ fir» my lady ipcsika pH^m} (heft, are 
Ae pare didatea of nature. . Yoii hf^jppf i| te b^ b^ 
no nieaas agreeable to hec : apci (he is very certain, 
that if yoo w^s to oblige her, out of complaifapce, 
to become your wife, ihe (hould be miferable for 
the refk of her days. Now, can it be me who 
inipires her \vith thefe fentiments ? 

L| aLM.0 N. 

WhocUe! 

K £ R I N A. 

Why, nature fir, nature. My lady looks at 

you and your fon; (he he^ in you the venerable 

father of a family i in him, one .who may be fo : 

ih^ is ienfible your bed days axe pail ; and that he 

II only entering into his : with you, fhe can expedt 
to pafs only difagreeable moments ; with him, 
pleafingones. Now; am I the caufe of all this? 

L.I SIMON,* 
The baggage will fay this, is nature too. 

N E R I N A. 
Undoabtedly it is ! and, ' when ihe fpeaks, we 
SQoftobey. Ob^ yoa'can*t conceive, fir, what a 

C 4 prodigious 
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prodigious inflaence flie has opoii young women of 
my lady's age. I know what it is ; I have fck it* 

L I s 1 M o "N. 
Why then, if I may believe what I hear, nut* 
dam^ my Ton has told me nothing more than liai 
troth. And yoa are really mad enough to hare A 
paffion for hia^ ? . 

JULIA, 
I do not fay thaf, fir; but, if the great fortune 
I expe£l from my uncle tempts you to be defiroua 
of keeping it in your family, I muft confef$» I 
would rather fhare it with him than you. 

K £ R I N A, 

WeU, now ^ittt nature fpeaks agaisk Can yov 
iay flie is wrong ? 

LISIMOir. \ 

. Yes, I can. Heark'e, madam, I know how (b 
'punifh yon for this infnlt you have offerM me a and 
ftall ~£nd a w^ to make yon repent your fooUib 
tboice» 

JULIA. 
Pray, what puniihment mty you intend to infllA 
upon nie ? 

L I S I-M O N. 

A more fevere one than you may imagine ; I 
condemn you to become the wife of this fpark 
[Pointing to Valcrc.] To-morrow you (hall be mar- 
ryM to him : for I mull acquaint you that youf 
uncle has given me authority fo to difpofe of yoa^ 
if I thought proper. 

JULIA, [r* Nerini.] 

Then I*m undone I 

V A t E R B. 

What a happy dog an^ 1 

HiaiKA. 
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N^ER^I.N A. 
Lord blefs me I can^t yon -fee that mr. LifinOA 
is only jtiling witKyOtfalr this time ? ' • ' ' 

' . . -jWi a; ^ . 

Indeed f miglit have tcfic&e^, that he is sot a 
perfon of /o (tompliable a.difpoiition* 

.J mttmy9%§% I/ay> . I qiA fee ioto yoar fcbeme 
better tbaa you think for. Yoa only want to 
make dopes of us both, in order to gain time. 
Baty. mark well, what 1 faV ; yoa have only two 
things to diufey 40 be either my wife or daughter* 
ia-Iaw/tb-moiToW i and. lb, 1 leave yon to your 
meditations* . , ,' - ^ l^^^'^ Lifimon.] 

V-A Lint. 
Well, now, hy lovely Julia, I may look apoo 
myfelf as fare of yoa : for I can hardly think yoa 
wiU hefitate an inftant between my father and me. 
Upon my ibai I ihould nevjer have fafpeded the 
•Id gentleman of being fo reafbnable. 

] U t I A* [T9 Nerina. J 

Ah, Nerina ! into what a dilemma have I 
Irooght myfelf ! . ' ' 

NERINA^ 

Faith, madam, fi^nce what i^ done cannot be 
recalled, we moft e'en, make the befit of a bad 
market. . 

JULIA. 
By my imprudence, I ^ave rednc'd myfelf to 
dcr the cruel neceffity of marrying Valera, or' ■ 

NERINA. 
A great misfortiue, truly | I wi&l wai under 
func a«ceflity» 

C 5 pf^iM^ 



5« tte iMAGrWAliYblSTAtaLl 
I fia deteimui d to do neitaqr., „ . 

VAL ER.E. ' 

^ 1 Mc^hinks you kave a long 'coofiilt^jiipii together. 
Is there any tfaing; very difEcQlt in ihaldng choice 
of the father or the fon ? I have too good an opi- 
nion of yonr delicacy and ^o6d fenle> to think 
yoa would 'afiVefnt me fd ^ ds (o^ MibMRV-t bo- 
'ttiea^: ' • ■ ■ •• J ••' ' :o^ i . .: •;-— ^ 

iWelly ^r, then I ^Bt rea^y tp j;ive yoB ioay hand, 
^provided yoa can prevaU on .the countefi afld h^r 
-daughter to reljeafe you from ybor proaiire to thei^i 
^andto come in perion to me and decltf e their coii' 
fent to <mx marriage. * Without that. h<^ not for 
mine. *' I i^ould Affer civery ^kind ^f peifecutioR, 
rather than give my hand t^ a man I do not love, 
and who is under engaflementt to another wonaa. 
Farewell. p;yf/ JiiliaJ 

, * ' » ' ' . • 

S C £ N E IX^ . * 

V, AX ERE, 

fy heaven Fll not be (obVd of h \ 1*11 marry 

*her m fpite of her teeth j ilf it is. only to vttt he^ 

as well as my old dad. 3^t, b^rk'e^ NMiia, c^ 

you tell me how it comes aE>oiit your mifbefs 4q€S 

notl0veme? 

ntvuij A. 

Oh, very eafily F it is beeaufe (he loves ittOthct. 

V A L E R K 
Another { who is he ? ' ^ . 

NERINA. 

rildrai? fm his*piaure.ia aicoofid-^ he ii aa 
pretty a fellow as ■ ^i; 

valbrb; 
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y A L £R £• 

Do you know where he is ? 

N :9 R I N A. 
No ftitJi » I wi(h we.did-r-The traitor to aban- 
don us in this manner! In my confctence^ ^ 
your pretty fellows are great rogues. 

V A L £ R S 
My dear Nerint, I m^ ienga^ yon ii» my latr- 
reft ^ and get yon to |H:elrail npaa /^or miArp6» 
not to infift opon my ^bta^i^g the confent of the 
coont^s and her dangbter to oiu' auujij^ei. . 

H?R IN A. 
I ^m.fafie ory miSrefs wiQ do ngthing w^hont 
that : hnd ' )Kndts^ 1 mirft telT ypi|^ that I am ib 
-your rival1» intereft* 

VAi*^RB. 
HerCf Nerina, takethji )piirfes there, are thirty 
pieces : let thofe preTail on thee to gmnt me the 
fiivoor I reqneft. . 

- S C E K E X. 

V 

Sniir PAS QU IN. {fFbo Jj^hg Valem*^^ 
Nerina rifit f^* Jttmdi u Men,\ 

NERIN4. 

I profefs, fir, you makeoae hlufli ; but y^oa 
!Aike ny conftaaQr ternbly^. ^ 

' V A L E R R -^ 

If that 18 not fftffident to movethee^ ?H give* 
'&ee any thing thou cajA'ft cleftre« Corne^ my 3i^ 
^W, con^nt CO h&ate tne happy." ^ 

fPASbCllJlH. (CtmtsfinMtrd, andflatu bmffifhtmetiij^^ 

Ha I ha I have I caiig^ht y^t ^p^^r.of ^mine^ 
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K £ R I N A. 

Wliat does the blockhead mean f 

PAS QJT I N. 

What do I mean» traitorefi ? Body 0*11^ t 
what keeps me from twifting that jilt's neck of 
yonrs ! So, yon was jafl spon the point of forreii-^ 
dring ! Did not I overhear the articles of capitola- 
cion f Ah, thoo bale ftrnmpet I fo eafily to give 
•p the fortvrfs of my hononrr 

▼ A L £ R E. 

Are yon mad, Pafquin f 

p A s qjJ I n. 

Are yo« ibad, if you pleaie ? Zoondt, fir^-{ 
liho*'yoo aire'my-fflafter, you have no right to my 
wiiil. I osderAand no jokes iipon that head. 

N £ R I N A. 
Indeed* iny:gpod ho^and* yo» are » great fboL 

FASQjriN. . 
Ay, and I nught have been fomething worfe, Ot 
I had notxome hi the pd-fpced ; for yon was iet- 
ting my forehead up to an&on^ mrs. Jefebel, ancl 
it was going for thirty pieces.. 

VALERS. 

Do jovL know, mr. Paf^aint. that Z am in nfi 
Ihimoar for jefting? 

PAS <tU I v.. 

Nor am I, fir, in a homoar to lift i» the homed 
fl-aternity : neither would I fufer thefe doings if 
you was my father ! Come, come, I know yon t 
joo would not give my wife thirty pieces for ajir 
oU fon g - M y dear Nerina» tet Ala prevail 

00 ^ee to grant the favour Trequeft. tiOrd, firt 
you make me blu&l yon (hake my conftancy ter« 
libly. Thefe were tibe laft ftmggles of conjagal 
iddity, ba? Adi } huffy^ hoCy t t 

TALiaSv 
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V A L E R E, 
I tm really forry for your folly, Paf^oSn : 'tis 
troe I was a&in^a favoar of her ; bat it waa to 
ipeak a good wprd for me to her mifireft. 

N E R I N A. 

Now, there's all '^9 mighty a04ir».yo^ block* 
head ! bat thoo art always apon 9 wrong fccnt« 

I* AS ^V IK/ . '^ 

Well, well, give me the money, and I ihait bCr 
lieve I was in the wrong* 

N E K I N A.' ' 
There ! take it, if that will qmet thee. 

PASQJJIN. [Ptatmg tb$ mtrntf h tit f$ektt.J 

So. I am a gaber one way,: holw^fieF; fnd 1 
kave this comfbrt, that I aiii^ ilot ^c onlf hoAaad 
who h;as pocketted an affront of this kind. 

VA L E R E. 

And now, Nerina, go and fpeak to thy mifirefiw 

NERINA. 

I will I and do yoa, in the mean time, enddu 
iroor to bring orer the Goontcfs and Angelica. 

V A L ER E, \ 
ni fel above it hiftantly. Adiett. 

NE RINA. 
Away; and 111 to my lady. 

P A S Qj; I n/ 
And ril watch yoa both, to fee that yen do nit 
flay m^ a flippery trick. l^^/*} 
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ACT HI. SCENE I. 

• * 

JUL I Ar 4V N S R IN A. 
TELL yoa» I mn in tke HgHc;' and you will 



I 



be in the wrofig, if yoti dk>n*t /oUpw my ad 
▼ice. ' ' 

Yottf AmteienlB «re ibanffety «lfeei^4 I think, 
^&fii tbiis hour. Nobody codd Ipeak noie ^aiAft 
Valero^ Ihitn )«aii dhl j and nbw yon waitf to jjat- 
fuade me to marry him^« ^ 

NBRINA. 

Becaofe I am weary of feeing yod lay yoarielf 
^ nnder fucli reftraint upon acconnt of a faithlefs 
wretch) that, in all ^rdbabiiicy» feldom» if ever» 
thinks about yon. No cbhdltion is ib dHkgreeaUe 
at that of an unmarried Wtoflin. You have been 
a maid thefe-fi#e and twei^y yean i^ of them 
much againft your -ineUnation : The interval from 
five and twenty to tlmty, is ¥inr fliort ; and a 
fW0naB:«vrives at forty, before Ihe knowk where ihe 
Is. Thefolitude in. which i)ie then finds herfelf^ 
.proves to her bat too clearly, that her day is paft« 
'^BsA file b* ready to hang'h^df for liaving made 
"no better nfe of it, E^ery-thmg now- teus her, 
that (he is in the autumn of her life ; that dreary 
feafon which bears no fruit, and is the fore^runnidr 
of a ftill more di:eary winteri that never will bear 



i 

of (b much doqa^ncc I w^7» ^ere*8 an oridioiy'fai 
all its forms J 

T4ke cai^ ir Mbs not ptdVe Att^ fm^al ^oiiet)^ 

yoirchattns; ^' * ' ' •- 1 

. , My 'dhiMs; 'lAiUa; late' «w im i^k % «»I 

'i& «4fi6fe tli^t "Ut^-ii^'^M^ aay- lofih; W&kt 

little power thef htl^lrbnt^ Hafe^r 6til litoa iiMieli 

rather never be marhedy tliaa wed a man I do not 

K ^ JL Z ^ A. 

•ne'sUfei ^ . ,, 

J y L I A. 

fiipof a-Jm^^nd ua |»]fcipiii ^^luutioh,. Cpmey 

'ComeK 4'i7i. no Ardli novice ; 1 knubw What tKegene- 

* ralit^ oi haij>^s #re: A lioiband Is a man, wlio 

loves you only (o long as yonV independent ofUmi 

and the inftant yon *M^}i^ hisk power, lidhdnrs' ydn 

. jfWkt^h^/iwii^^.^ If (i^y nat Jcin lo ^i^ivuic) 

^is lfw% fli9i# f^^m*^ Af^ niaxn^ie^ Be then 

^lfe^B>csj(^^iagi4 ,qeiAr oTyput' every word a^ 

adionj aii4vth% (gjfitroulc r of all ybutr plealuresV Is 

not matrimony a very deurable ftate>' think you; 'fn 

which yon are fare to be either defpifed or ill 

treated >U ;[ : . : ■ c ' 

'f N BR IK A, 1 

^ Fj|iely flol^ifrdF/]y^ilf^bi!t"<b»tWithftandins 
this corioas declainaiidn uf;aijift matrimony, yon 
9xa :iiBUlii|[itDii«ptttre)en il with-liwille^v 

Trae, bd9Ka(S^11laii^ft>atitet»al«aiaaforh&ns 

|i^ it is neceflasy that a yoong woman flioold have 

ahttlband. 



a httfband. Befides^ I am fiilly perfuaded ^hat I 
rfbaii,:l)|^>^IPi^^. willk ium» than wiUf .i^y: cMtbei" 

Lord preferve v^kI ,P%y9f Pvfi to tliat; take my 
word /or it/'^k«fl>aiidraie^I alHce.: ^a; cyen fup- 
pofing they were not fi>, I fee no prb({%e^' of yo.gr 
being happy with Iiea|i4^ ; be does not inalce hif 
5H>?awa<5T raij^^in wxpijOony^ne^ 
. /b .that after ijll Miir Jne mff&fi^QM»^ iffx ;yjjl 
^diie an 0I4 maid, «y I told ybnio,, r. ..L . , , .;• 

Well, I ihall die my own miftrefi, however -u 

-'^' How fol fekvcyoi ©bc''glVeft^7fi8rlih>infife t» 
Valere? _ Ud,..^o 

Jt7t tA. 

^; Y^si Of) condition' bt obtains theeditiitieffs^on* 

• fen<, whfch,' from my kfiowltdgt^ bit hirf I aih- 

furcrhe will liever be able to do; and -ib there w9l 

be tiiii^'Yo^ Leander to return, befeit'any dting cah 

be 'detcrmin'd. ^ : j o: ..r 

; Yhe Mdoii is exddteiit ! Fotwhokndw» if mf, 
Xi&m6n ^iir Approve of ftM dpnbt he iHM'be i» 
;^ terrible bge, when he finds^^^^^-^Bbt' liere h^ 

tojhes ; we £all have a fin^ pteee^ of Worl: K 

' • * ' ■ « , 

SCENE IL:: :2 

Madamji I lam -come to nxorn yvooiiytbaidU^. 

N E H INA. [^..J 

He's woaderfuUy ioftcfi'd^. mftkiiikH: 
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JULIA. 
tor what, pny fir ? 

L I S I M K« 
For refafiog to marry myfon, madam, anldshd 
eb^ns the coontefs^s content. This is fome fatis- 
faAion to me for the flight yon have (hewn me i 
for I know, that her ladyfliip would thkik facrfelf 
for ever di(honoarM, if Valerc did not marry her 
daughter ; and I am fare, whatever fubjed of dif- 
pleafnre he may have given her, flie^U never leave 
this roof, till he is her fon«in-Iaw ; and in the 
main, I think ihe has reafon on her fide $ for the 
affair has made a noif<; in the world, and eveiy- 
bod/ of her acqnaintance in the coontry have fent 
ker op their complimenu npon it. 

JULIA. 
From all this, fir, I am to gather, that yoti 
Wonld be very glad I did not many ydnr fpn. 

LI SIM OK. 
Uftdonbtedly ; and I only conftnted to it oot of 
Y>iqQe, becaofe yon feem*d to defire if. The ohttsL* 
cle which yon have fd jndicioafly thrown in the 
w^y, will clear ns b6th. fiat here is the conttcfs 
and her daaghter, who, donbtlefs, come to opbrafd 
me with favonrlng your anion with my fon i bat 
the more noife and ba^ ihe makes aooat ie, the 
better opportunity (he will give me of recalling my 
promife^ and obliging my fon to xttprn agam t» 
Angelica. 



SCENE III. 



' 1 



tntir COUNTESS Md ANGELICA. • 

COUNTBSS. , 

Come, daiM^hter, let as ihew thefe people wh« 
they hare to deal with. 
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N ERIN A. inVBnott, mJSdi.} 
Yoa will have your deiic^ <b| fatf ladjdhip 
firems ready to boil over. 

, ANGELICA* 

Co&vtnce tKeiA, madam 

COUNTESSi 

Trafttome. [TtfNeritta.l What are yem dbfng 
itrt, mtftttfi ? I defire yOall 16ive the room imme- 
diately. 

J U L I Ai 

By what right, pray/ does your ladyihip takt 
'ttpott yoa to command my fervant i 

COUNTESS. 
By the right, child» that woineft of my condi- 
tion have to command wherever diey come* 

LiSIMON. . . . 
This U my houfe/ madam i and' I infiK that 
Nerina ihall ftay where ihe is ; and what has yoof 
ladyihip to fay toAat ? 

cauKTESS. 
Nothing I but that yoa are a poor, filly, weak 
man, and fufier yoarfelf to be led by the nofc BKt 
a fool. 

ANGELICA. 

I intreat yoa, madam, to be calm, and come tm 
the point. . . 

COUNTESS. 

I intend it. Bat I mail tell yoa, daughter, that 
yoa axe a pitifal, mean-fpirited creatore too ! 

, . J UX I A. 

How call yoor ladyihip trdxt b ttoiMtu. voong 
lad|rta^iis^9Bamicr2 

COUNTESS. 

,^ That U nobcifineft of yoor^s, mifr^ If Aie.was 
like yoa, I'd ftiift her ncdi^ ramd. ^ 

.. . T -^ , JULIA* 



JULIA, 

" f /dffife, nftduB, 700 will pleafe 16 Uc careful 

LISIM'ON. 

*' Ci O tf 1^ ^'Hl'Sf'SJ ' 

' V6 fo; fiH d^ fo ; it is ^liJUt iW ! k will thet 
be feen who lias the leaft of os two. 

: . ;. ANGELICA. 

Dear madam, hare yoo not promised S^ that 
you would keep ycMr teihper? 

\'.Ki&f'm t^hbH aird'^foT do, I iSShtk, td't 
idifracle ! I am ' aihik^ atf mf pwt codAefs ! If I 
tm^^ as f t^gl^i 'f /hbofa^^^tdrn the hoofetbpfy- 
tab^. Bvtt J€ia mtiff ha^e your way, my dear 
^hfld: tltht tt^^eratibii hfelf; if you daflre iti 
toti.know I^hatrrnd' will 'bat yotir»s : [fFafsJ It 
h i»yf^iftf^lttne to love yoli ttfo well— • 

I ihanld be glad when you have finifh*d your 
preipiibf^,' i)ia( yoa would let me knowtfie^&atte^ 
!h queffion. .. • c 

COUKTIS1S. 

Silence, then, and hear me fpe^k : I hare a long 
thne put'oj) with yiJhF impoHfli'd behiavionr, 'out eS" 
f<|gard to my daughter, and the iat^^-fuit I hvivcAt^ 
pending ^ bol n<>W Votf mtttf cxpeft to IStit^ I?ftft 
of Iny M^:-At^''yx>Xk'M'i«i^sti'dto fuflflr your- 
felf to be governed by your fon, aAdt0^i^i)(ifAi^ilt!& 
him in his foolifli^ pkfedn f^r k little pert coquette* 
Ihat ^U Mn*4 botiP your bptes*r ibr iuiejTfbr 
ihttttier ' ■ ..I- 1' . • ; - 

This is bcyofidatfMMviiiKtaMaK^I JaA 
]MI filllifhfUon for thefe injarious refl^ons« 
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COUNTESS. 
:. Honv.rA Utde infignifioant creature. Jife«'7l>lt, 
with hardly two ounces of noble blixxl tn her Yetnii 
pretend to demand fatisfadlion of a perfon of my 
quality ! Of me» who am defcended from the inoft 
ancient family in the coanty where .1 refidel 
Heark'e, child, I advife yoy to^gd back to fchool 
again, and Jearn how to :behave youifelf. Satis* 
ladBon indeed I . , . 

ANGELICA.' " 
Indeed, madam, yon drive i&e to deipair, bf 
this beharioor. . . /. , 

LIS|MON« . 
Come, I find I mnft .cut fhi^ ^natter fhort : Thta 
jronnglady, madam,. [Pcif/iMg t» Julial i^ not in 
jthe Icaft to be blamed for JO^y A^i^'s infideuty ; fo fac 
from^haying any (hare, in 4t, Stic de^ared tp Jiim^ 
'that fhe would not accept ^is; handrrtmle^ you and 
youi^ daughter gavei your conie^t8 ; 'neither did I 

five him mine, out oppn tholj: term$:; ; fo you am 
ill the miftrefi to do ni yon pleafe^^^the whoI« 
idcpendfl upon your deterpiihatiop. 

epUNTESS, ,,- ^ 

No, DO, it does not depend upbniaej ; if It did^ 
1 would ftiew you fine work. ' My daughter,.. here| 
governs me ; for every one is governM in this world. 
She inherits her father^s difpofition ; ihe has no life, 
no fpirit about her ; fhe is, even pean enough to con^ 
ient that Valere fliall marr^ this yout^g woman -j[ 
huf Fd .have him to ki|ow he muft. al]i;^^y 'confent 
fir^i and living or dead, Ke i(|iill.have nqo^er^i^irilif 
to§n.my daughter. ,,; : . ^/ ; . ; ' .^ 

. :I^ia.Bilt thrd* me«snefi» mi^d^n^; t^t J foffet 
Valere to prove falfe to hfs vows ; but my foil) 
difdains the thopghtof bx£ allianoe with a man who 
tttfrtain!aB«fiipftiqpta^#ilMiw. ;i i < &:;! ^ 
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COUNTXSS^ 

Wetit dMghter, I begin to think ^oa i|re in the 
right.— -^Yes, vfes, it » eertunljr jaft '^to reptj 
contempt with icorn. 

ANGELICA^ 

Yea know, madam, it it what we had agreed 
-Upon* 

COUKTfiSS. 

Had we ) weD, I profefs I had forgot it. 

ANGELICA. 

Letnsy therefore, ooncladc matters quietlf, and 
take our leaves in as genteel a manner as poflible. 

COUHTESS. 

Doabtleft ; I would not do an ongenteel thln^ 
for the 'World. Sir, as ibr your fon, he's a young 
Ibol ; and mifi and he feem quite cut out for eacS 
pther, io. yoti may many them as foon as yon 
{deafe ; neitlier my daughter nor niyfelf will oppofii 
It in the leaft : ai^ to convince you. of the truth of 
what I (ay, we (hall ftay in your hook no lopger 
than to-aioriow, and then quit it, never more 10 
return. Your fervant. , [Gging,} 

LISIMOK.- •• ' , . 
Hold, madam, hear me ipeakt I fiom^fc yoo 
diat I will oblige my fon 



■ ■i . 



COUNTE&l 

Nor nP^ fir> we have done with both yoo and 
your fon. ■ ■ ■ C ome, mifs Angelica^ let us with* 
draw ; and I chaise you, on my bleffing, that I 
-sever hear you mention die name of the unworthy 
wretch again. 

ANGELICA, • 

' Fear liot a relapfe on my fide, madam, I per- 
ceive I begin tb hate him now, as ' much as I onoo 
loved hiau \^xnm$ CoBnte(s and Angelica. 

SCENE 



S, t . • ..... . J t ' • • 

LISIMON. 

^eath I all my ineaftres aic difconcerted ! 

'JULIA. 

Wb^t will becqpiejDf ^t 1 I (ufferM the abdc of 
tliat mad«woi&aii with jpatieiu^, in hppes that it 
would have ended in yoor being' obliged to reftore 
yoar (on to them i birt this iinext>eded reverie hat 
pitiHgM die intO' die moft crael ^f all dilepuna*! 1 

LISXMOK. 

1 am no left embarrafft'd than yonrfelfy by the 
b^(e artifice I made ole of, in giving my promife 
to my. ibtty in the fall perfoafion that the conntefi 
wodd never be lm>i]ght to agree to it. If I recal 
this promife, it will give him a pittence to fly out» 
and commit a theniand follieiand extravagancies, 
whidi will ' roin him in the opinion of the world : 
mndy undeftrving as .he may be of my affedion, 
foch a ^thiBg would fenfibly aiied me. [Mnfaigj\ 
There is no other way-— r-It muft be fo My 

dear Julia, I am at J^gth iefi>lv*d to overcome the 
ureaki^dsiie^l for you, as 0ie only way to prevent 
my fon*s utter ruinj^.and j^ntreat yon to ^flifi me in 
this laudable defign : if yon will confent to many 
him, I am certain that your charms, good fenfe, and 
TOtn'e, will i^daim h;mfrom*hi8 vices and^rrora* 

N j^ R I N. A. 

C^giew mdam» y^d wi(h a good grace ; yo« 
are not the firft pretty woman who hat refonnM 4 
rake. When yon. aro yiarry^d*^ Iwill affift you with 
my^^vice, .and. I warrant we will n^dce hipi.a g^od 
hua^;.betw^^4is, or 4fa6 honfe 4iaU bp too liot 
tol^R^uifu 

• • - IVLIA, 
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J y LI A. 

' Yoa Ai« doBwld yooftictf,, NttiJla* jMd WliiC to 
deceive me. I amaot tt&aSt on tkeiCOiireqaeDQBt ef 
iAch an IUUOB9 widioiitireiiibUBi;! and yet to oen^ 
viiice yoa; £r».iQf itty gnUstade for ^e fiyoon ^ 
hare receiW from yon, I will do mj otmoft to 
hdug myfidf to marry yomr £<m : bat I beg yoa 
will gtre me ibme loiigBr time^ end leave aw no, 
my&M^ A) £enfider «f my deteroniiadoa. 

LISIMON. 
With all my lieart^-p-and Audi wait widi impa- 
tience for your anfwer. lExit Lifimon* 

SCENE V. 

4 

JULJAm/NEJRINA \jMififfimttimi 

KERIKA. 

Well, inadaai. 

JULIA. 

Well, Nerfaa. 

N E K I ,N ; A. 

Will yon at length hearitaa to leaioB ! 

JULIA. 

It moil Aot be-by foHowlqgyoitr.advicef then; 
What! would you have me wed a thoughdeft 
young rah^ wm> can love ap one /bat .Mmfelf ? 
who ukes thro* caprice is fncotiftant by haUt, and 
debaochfd by conftitation ! one made -«s>i0f vices 
^d imperTei^ions .; andwhq, iofteadofcAdeavjoarr 
ing to hide them ftom the world, has fhe.ridiculous 
.vanity e to glory in them, and to defire they flioala 
1^. thought, greater than they jeally ace ! 

: irJBJilNA. 

Jknd gaet- thefe are .the way kind of .mea^wha 
iarn the heads of &alf the girls in the nadon. 

JVLIA, 
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JULIA. 

Ally LeftBdcr ! it it poffiUe jroo eta thas iwgleft 
abandon me ? you' firft taught nie to love, and 
-now drive me to the croel neceffity of renouncing m 
f affion that onght to end only with my life. 

N B R I N A. 

IVhat I can yoo fUU fuller yonrfelf to be thot 
impotM apon by falfe hopes? Ah, for heaven's 
fake» think no more of this Leander ! he is either 
deadf or what is worfe, inconftant-— -^Bot good. 
Cod 1 who do I fee { ah ! [SMih.} 

JULIA. 

for heaven^s fiike, what alls thee ? 

N E R I N A. 

Oh« madam, yonder is Criipin ! 

JULIA. 

Wbtt Crispin ? Leander*8 man f 

MS KIN A. 

The iame ! Support me» or I fiiall fdnt. 

JULIA. 

I am in a ftrange fitoatien. I know not wheth# 
f» be pleasM or conoeitt'd. 

SCENE VL 

Mnttt C&ISPINi htad mni J^»nd. 

C R I S P I K. 
HoMlo! hola! men I maids J valets t fervantst 
why what a devil of a honfe is this ! I bdieve one 
may go from the garrets to the kitchen, and not 
find a living creature. Hola! ho!-..— ha! what 
4 have we here? two females ?'— -even fo! * a nd 

by Jove one is mrs. Juliai hey ! and rothi^ 
piy dear Nerinat by dl that's good t Ahl bleffing 

on 
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on yoor fweet faces ! how have yoa fared ever fince 
■ '■ w ho ! What a pox, is this the way you 
receive onp after an abfence of three years \ Yoil' 
ftand as if yoa had loft your fenfes. 

JULIA. 
Yoar nnexpeded arrival has forprized me in foch 
a maimer that I can hardly fpeak. 

N E R I N A. T 

O lord ! ay ! and I too am fo*-fo^— fo confafed 
feme how-*-tbat 

CRISPIN. 
Two women and not a word between them? 
yon muft be violently furprized indeed i But pray, 
my dears, is it joy or grief that ties op your tongues ? 

JULIA. 
Where i% your mader ? what is he doing ? 1% he 
in health ? does he \o\^ me Hill ? quick, quick, 
dear Crifpin, anfwer me. 

CRISPIN. [PuttH^his/t^mtobismomh.'i 

Mam { not a word from me till I have embraced 
my dear Nerina here, and then 111 talk like a 
counfellor. Come then, receive to thy arms thy 
own dear ha/band that is to be, and firangle him 
witli thy embraces. 

IRmu tmd catches Nerina in his mrms, tvh^ 
endeavours to get loofefrom lAm.\ 

NERINA. 

Ah! my poor dear Crifpin; how glad am I to 
l^yoof Btttala^ l 

JULIA. 

Lord I you may explain yoarfelves by and bv • 
trat for heaven^s fake latisfy, my impatioDce. * 
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c a I s p I If . 

To be fare { bit I want to know the Kifen ^hy 

Ncrini ■ » ■■■■ 

J C L 1 A. 

' Anfwer me, I tell yon. 

C R I S F I K. 

Immediately. In the firft f4ace thefts— -*-ftfty» I 
sinft have another kifs of her. 

JULIA. [FuOii^himUc^.'j 

Heark^ye, Crifpin, I Ihall be very angry pre* 
fently ; where is your maikr ? 

CRISPIN, 
In Parte ; we are jnft arrived. 

JULIA. 

In Paris! what joyful news! what? what is he 
•boat ? how comes it he is not here f 

C R I S P 1 N. 

Why, madam, yoa mufl know he is drefling 
himfelf, that he may appear in a proper manner 
before yon : as to me, whom no midrefs can disfi- 
gure, and who burnt with impatience to fee this 
IHtle gypfyi I ran hither jufl as you fee noe, boots 
snd all. 

JULIA. 

Yoa hare greatly obliged me. Here are twenty 
pieces for thy welcome. 

C R I S P I K. 

A thoufand dianka, my good yooi^ MymfTli 
Nerina.] Here, my dear, ^akecSataaHrardiboyuif 

thee a wedding gown. . 

NERINA. ITski^tSimi^M'md^ni.l 

Oh! oh! ohi 



ciiuPiir» 
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c R I s r f H. 

Whftt a devH of a' note is dMrt? whf, wliat am 
I to chink of all tbk? tlie fight of ne fitghtent 
diee; and my money m^et thee cry. 

J i; L I A. 

Pr*ythee leave her to herfelf and talk of my 

affairs. 

C H I SP IN. 

Charity begins at home yon know, madam ; and 
i have fome few doubts to dear a]p-.^-«^ 

JULIA. 

Oh f I ihall lofe all patience ! how does Leander I 

CRISPIN. 

Immoderately well, as you will iee prefently. 

JULIA. 

But how comes it that he did not write to me for 

lb long a time ? 

CRISPIN. 

Becaofe he had made an oath that yoo Akould ne- 
ver hear of him till he was in a condition to marry 
you. 

JULIA. 

You redore me to life again. But how has he 
^mjilpyed Jiimfelf during his abfence ? 

CRISPIN. 

In making his fortune. You know that we both 
fet out upon that defign ; my mafter in hopes of 
meriting thereby your hand, and your humble fcr« 
^|»Qt to make himfelf worthy this ilut here. 

JULIA. 

Wellf and kavt you fiyxeeded ? 

CRISPIN. 

Yes, bat not without jptat difficol^. But that 
waa my mafter*s &ult ; iwanted to go the ihortcli 

D z ..way 
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wny to work. I km: acqiunmed with feveral pretty 
nonoceit kg^rd^hiaio tricks, by which you may 
dive inlo t^ purfes of others as if they were your 
own { bat foqielhing more is required too befides 
fliill and addrefs : a maq mail have a good dock of 
coarage and refolation ; be perfuaded that the goods 
of this world were meant to be in common i and 
that every thing is fiih that comes to net. 

J V L 1 A, 

FiCy Crifpin I how could yoo advife yoor ma* 
'fter ;■ ■ bot I know Leander too well ; he is inca- 
pable of making his fortune by fach methodi. 

C R I S JP I N. 
%death P that's the very thing that has been like 
to undo him. He has always piqued himfelf fo 
vjnoch upon following honour I and (he is a moft 
fcurvy guide, for flie'll carry yon right to the door 
of a gaol or a workhonfe. Accordingly iio*body 
in their fenfes takes any notice of her now-a-days ; 
and as for my part, I have broke with her for ever ; 
I remember a line in a play (for fimple $s I ftajid 
here, I was fome years in the fervice of a capital 
player, and have sdl the beft fpeeches at my fingers 
ends) and it was this : 

«< Honooi^s k (kint whofe altars blaze no more.** 

JULIA. 

But after al)> what have yoo Jone finceyoa hvne 

been away ? 

CRISPIN. 

Well then, ndw Fllgive yoo a paiticnlar accoaat 

of our adventures. In the firft place, as foon at 

we left Paris, we were fnrprized to find ourfelyes out 

of it. 

N £ R I N A. 

Admirable that, ha J ha! ha I 

ckiSFi«« 
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C R f S P IN. 

Ob I yoa can find your tongue to inake a jell of 
me! 

N C R I N A. 

Pr^jrthce proceed with your joarncy. 

CRISPIN*. 
Well then, I am fet out, - From Paris we went 
ibait to Rooen. Mercy on ut ! what a heap »f odd 
people there are. in that city. 

N £ R I N A. 

So tiiere h in every city. 

CRISPIN. 
When we got there, we did not know which way 
to tttn onffdiref for the ready. 

JULIA. 

Why, your mate txx>k an hundred piftolft with 
lum ! 

CRISPIN. 
He did fo* madam ; but being, willing to pick 
vp as much as he cpnld by the way, he hardly took 
time to poll off his boots before he fat down to 
a gaming table, and £aked his whole flock-capic^l 
upon three cards ; and in lefs time than I icisc 
peeh telling it, he had not a foofe left. 

JULIA. 
And what did you do in this extftmity I 

CRISPIN. 

Why— -we— we eat our horfes. 

JULIA. 

Eat your horfes ? 

N£R IN A. 

What itomachs ! 

D 3 caisviv. 
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C R I S P I N.^ 

Tint is, I asean we were obliged to fell oor 
horfes for money to get us a fupper. After thif, 
yoQ may imagine we were put to oar Ihifcs ; fe we 
e*en walked to Dieppe, where we embarked for 
England 2 there fortane (miled upon as. As ibom 
as we ffot to London my mailer went to pay z viilt 
^to a relation of his who lives there ; and after the 
£rft coftipliment, toached kim for twenty goineas, 
with which he tryM his lock again, and won a thoil* 

fand. 

N E R I N A. 

Come, come, fo far goes on very well. 

CH I S P iK* . 

We now thought i^fuMf§ peOdiPd oi m iii«l- 

haofiible treafure. And what afe do you think my 
ttafler mMit of k ? 

JULIA. , 

How fiioald I know, thai never heard a fyllable 
firora either ^ yoa I 

CRISPIN. 

Why, fti ^e.wetc in a hnrry to th^ke Ottr fbr*^ 
tones, vi^ entered into partnedhip with a frtmA 
bank<^ 1ft great reputation there f a Gafcon by 
birth. 

K £ R I K A. 

Whu tn afteiadoii I 

c R 1 1 p I Nu 
WeU, now we <ommeac« tNUik^rt . OddMrt it 
is a £ne trade i I know none to come up to it but 
that of an excifeman ; money rained i» upon as 
from all fides : and then we lived i Lord blefs as, 
how we lived f I had a belly a yardxoond; ita 
plaguily dwindled away fince. 

N S RI N A. 
I wa^ thinking {cl 

JVLIA. 



'Tkr IICAGINAKY OBSTACLE. 79 

JULIA. 

Ai4 what did yo« do wick y^Mt xnonty i IXki 
yiMX ssaftcf gaAie it all sway ? 

CRISPIN. 

He woiM phy fometimet, bnt then he general^ 
won, aad alway» threw his gifins into the temmonr 
ftock. As for me, I saadc Ihift la mck op fome 
few fcove of Uray pieces, which I Wok care to lock 
sp fafe hy themfclres. When my siafter- dioaght 
he had amaifed a pretty plendfol fam, he propored 
a day of account to his partner, in order to divide 
the capital. The honeft Gafcon promis'd to fettle 
matters in two days time, without fail^ and gire us 

our {hare, : 

N E R I N A. 
Very wclL 

C R I S P I N» 
Accordingly, at the end of that time, he de- 
camped with the money, and left us the flrong box. 

N E R I N A. 
Oh, the villain ! 

CRISPIN. 
And when we came to look ioto it, it was fwept 
as clean as the back of your band, 

JULIA. 

After this, yon and yoar mailer came back again 
to France, I luppofe* 

CRISPIN. 

Yes, npon my crotches. 

N E R I N A. 

That is to fay, opon the fitength of the 6r^f 
fitca yon iuul poonded. 

CRISPIN. 
Eveo fo; and immediately upon onr arrival, my 
snafter went pofl to Boordeaux, in fearch of oar 
jpntleman^ whom he knew to beldng to that pbce, 

Bt 4, hut. 
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bat there was bo finding liim* My mafter^ out of 
veirenge* refolved to' Idaft his charader. by pnblifh- 
ing the whole affair. A relation of his^ who lived 
in the place, took it into bis head to defend his 
caii(e»«aiidpick'd an occafion of qsatrelling i^vich 
my mafter iqpon it» who happening to be in no very 
good humoary ialuted him with an hea^y box on 
the eaci upon which* toy gentleman draws his 
Iword, and the afimir was fettled in a trice. 

JULIA. 

How? 

CRISPIN. 

'Why, my mafter fent him into the odier worId| 
10 fee if his relation had hid himfelf there. 

JULIA. 
Mercy on us ! 

CRISPIN. 

After this, we made the bell of our way oat of 
llie town; and for greater fecurity^ changed oor 
names and habits. In Ihort, after a multitude of 
other adventures, we found a happy refting place ; 
where, under favour of our borrowM names, we 
entjchM oarfelves confiderably. But here comes 
my matter, who wiH tell you the reft. 

S C E N E VII. 

Ehtir L B A N D £ R, mho runs to Julia, and 
catches her in his arms, 

L £ A N D £ R. 

May I believe my fenfes ? Is it you I behold ? 
You, I thus dafp, my charming, my everiov^d 
Julia ! 

JULIA. 

Is it you, my dear Leander? 

LBAVDin 
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LEANDfR. 
Yet* it J8 ^onrLeaoder, who Uvea tlotte for yoo ; 
ftnd who (hall defpife the fortane he has acquired, 
ankfft it proves the joyful means of makbg you 
Happy. 

JULIA. 
I can be (b only with yont. Alas! what 
perfecution have 1 fafFer'd in your abfence * Had 
yon arrived a little later, yon would have 
round your Julia the wife of another ! A kind of 
guardian, fet over me by my uncle, would have 
compellM ni C ' ■ 

L £ A N D E R. 
That would have been a mortal ftroke, indeed I 
I would have left nothing undone to revenge the 
violeoce ofoid yoo ; but thank heaven you are ftill 
free! I return ai fond as ever; and, tocomplere 
my happinefs, I find you fiill faithful. My wifhes 
are now complete. 

JULIA. 
And Co are mme. 

CRISPIN. 
Neiina, I defire you'll take to yoorielf every- 
thing my mafter fays to madam s aal ihall, to my- 
ielf, whatever madam replies. 

N £ R'J N A. [4|fi^.] 

, How unhappy am I ? 

JULIA. 

Fve heard all your adventures from honeft 
Crifpin, here, and think them very extraordinary ; 
bnt the beft is» that yon have made a fbrtane/ 

LEANDBR. 
How cou*d I fail ? love was my guide ; and fuc- 
cefs ever awaits thofe who march under his banners. 
Bnt fay, my dear Julia, is your nnde dead, that 
yoo are in mourning ? 

D 5 JULIA. 
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jut I A. 

No, It is for mj motlier» wto <l/^ kbotf a 
moath ago. 

lsakdeiu 

I heartily congratolate you ; for, from wi^t |^ 
bave always hea?d yoa hf^ Die was one of tlie 
woril of parents. 

J t; LI A. 
Indeed (he pfovM but too moch (a. Bat metbinkt 
you are in your fables, too/ Leandci* : Are you i& 
snoaming for any one ? ' > 

LEANDER. 

Has not Crispin told yon ) 

CRISPIN. 

No, fir I J told nadam ait yoar a^v^ntiiiet, t«« 

-f ept the laft, and that I left for yo« ip i«lat«. 

J U 1 1 A. 
Once more, I aik yop, if you are k modrnins I 

LEAlf))E)l. 

lam. 

J X I A. 
Andibrivhom) 

LEAKDIBR, 
My wife. 

J V II A. 

Your wife! fiuthkfs maul Han ywi Mirry^d, 
lben> fince you have been abfent f 

CRISPIN. 

Yes, <inadL^hc«fen4 bat don^faa angry;, madam i 
for this fimw maisiage dsd aiBt oDotioft am loift inu 
fidelity towards ypa $ did i^ fir i 

i.sano:er* 

That my dearoft jniia amy bt ceimia of. 

"^ JULIA. 

And fo yoQ have bce^ rea9y married f 

{.EANDSat 
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LEANP£R. 

What could I do ? I came to a coismry town, 
under a borrowed name^ without a (hilling in my 
pocket* or any viilble nneatis of gettiitg one. 

CKISPll^. 
And a tender little chicken » of threefcore and 
ten, falls in love with him at firll ffght.— - 

L E A N D E R. 
She was inunenfely rich ; and, in exchange for 
my hand, offered me her whole fortune. I con- 
fented, and w6 w^e married.—— - 

CRISPIN. 
But my mafter being all impatience to come 
back to you, madam, oofitrir'H to lay the old l^dy 
H£t ^wler-'fioiind; in kit than fo&.months after he 
suu-ryM her. . 

LEANDER. 

And flew to lay herfoitoneat your feet; and at 
my arrival, £i|clmy(elf condemned by you for what 
Ifhave done. Is' this jofi or kind* my dearefl Julia ? 

.V : jujuxA. 

O^my confcience, I cannot help fmiling at this 
adventure* it ii fetndy comk. 

N £ R 1 w Ai 
You muft fbrgiveiiim liii imidelity, for the fake 
•f las addrefs. 

J U HA 
And fi) I do, from the bottom of my heart. 
But hufl), here comes the gentleman of the Jhoufc. 

fi .C E N ^ E. VUI. , 

Snttr LI SIMON. 
LISIMOK, 
Julia, I am come to acquaint foa with (bme 
apws thatt.will furprize you* 

JULIA. 
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: , J u L I A, 
WSitfeh, pray, fir? 

LI SIM OK. 
Your ancle is joft arrWed : He took the oppoita« 
Tiky of coming over in a ihip that (ail*d fome 
months fooner than the reft. 

JULIA. 

My ande here ? good God ! 

L I S I M O N. 

He waits for you within ; I hav« jaft ief^ 
him. 

JULIA. 

Thja^ll^ced a day of joy I 

it LISIMON. 

It is fo, if you will be pleat'd with marrying my 
fon ; for that is your Qncle*s defire^ and one, of the 
£rft thing» he mentioned to ma 

JULIA. 
ril go this inflant, and throw mylelf at his feet. 

L £ A N D E R. 

Ha r thi9 is an nnezpeaed obftade i Wr^ that 
I am f 

LISIMON [ToNeriaa.] 

Who is that young man? 

V NERINA. 

Shall I tell him> madam ? 

JULIA. 

I know not what to fay— I diead—— -Cruel ex^ 

tremity ! 

LI SIMON. 

Who are you, pray, fir ? and what may be your 
bufinefs in my home ? 

LEANDER. 
Sir, I came to ■ 

. tisjMoir* 
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LISIMON. lFtreefmifCnfyin,tob0is 
making a wwAer of bw kmn t§ bm.J 

Hey-day ! and what queer figure is that, again I 

CRISPIN. 
This queer figure has the honour of being your 
&ononr*8 moft obedient humble fervant. 

LISIMON. 

My honour's humble fenrant looks like a great 
rogue. 

LEANDSH. 

m be anfwerable fi>r him. 

LISIMON. 

And pray who are you, that take iqpon you to 
be anfwerable. hey I . 

L£AND£R. 

Why« lam aman, asyon iee; and Iam.coB^» 
into your honfe. as yon call it, to know, if the 
young gentleman, youf fon, has die boldnefi to 
perfift in his intentions in marrying Julia againft 
my conient. 

LISIMON. 

Againft your confent ! pray what authorizes yoa 
to talk in this ftile } 

LEANDER. 

Erery thing. My love to Julia j her*s to me : 
the^ fiuth we have mutually plighted each othe| i 
and, what is ||P more, the refolntion-I have taken 
to die, rather than gpve her up to any other man 
breathing. 

L I S I M O N. [r« JtilSa.] 
By the manner of lus talking, this muft certainly 
be the Leander yon have fo often mention'd to me. 

LEANDER. 

lamthefiune, fi^, 

' sisfMon. 



i t?lve me your hzni, €r, I,aiu heaftiljc rcjolc'd 
at your wtnrn ; fbr i am. as muclk afriid'of iny 
fon*s marryii^ Julia, 'sis you e«ii be; and had infi- 
nMftwihtsrUcrkorjmwUf'ittftkn^hk. Ctimein 
with me, andi^ip tcfa i t yii<o Lfeiwier, aod joiit 
ny entreaties to tho<^<9f J^iUj^ tii yoar behalf. 

Dear fir, how greatly do yoo oblige me. .Voer 
liandy Leander. 

L E A N D E H. fy«. Llflmon.] 
You may be aifii^4, <it, that I will not die en* 
§Md»l {to that f OMvoiikJ^luvvioiir* 

LISIMON. ^ 

Come,. come, let tis rn, without further cere- 
IMHjf. ' [SMMMf.L^Jsofty Leawler, andJuU^. 

S^' C E N E IX. 

Euter N E RIKA. 

' Uoia,'1iol5; my princeii; y^ttjwd ijxwftcwiie 
to a little explanation; now. 

^. . . . Verika. 

AuothertWc* at pri^feht ImuflioandW my 
refpeSs to n»y m^rfs's wjcle, ^ r^v /. 

Refpeas ! a fiddle*fiick of refpeas ! It » ^Mt 
duty to flay and lifar ^htft I Imyc t^ fay, firft : Is 
k Ihti ybD r«c«ive ut, ator a»>ihtoiBP of three 
long fRwt^i iftftki ihawe 3m toget st? i am 
not altei'd fince I (m tb«» \^i^ anlefs it be for the 
better. 

N E R I N A. [meping,-] 

Oh, Crifpin ! Criipin I you pierce my heart ! 

cauPiN. 



*IU IM AOINAR7 OB8TACLI. if 

No, yOQ (hall not go ; 700 ^Ihall not leave me, 
Nerina ! The^gg^genai Certainly play'd floe fome 
ilippery trick ! [^AfitUSj^ 

For heaven^s fake, let lu part; I tcemfalt^ fen 
we fhoold be farprizM togeflier. 

eiti3PiN. 

Ay, ay» I find liow it is ; I oMsrvM the old: 
man ogHng yon jiti ws m i ■■ nW hat ! yon are in 
bis psg^nl filflpofe t . • ^ 

NERTINA. 

Ah, there^s notUng in thst ; it is fomething a 



CRISPIN. 

Zonnds ! what d*ye mean ? Why, fare Nerina, 
yoQ have «oa been dcingsny fcoUflitluMgia jny 
abfencei 

Indeed bat I haye, njr poor Criipin, and the 
moft fooli(h of all things ; tho^ in the main, I have 
nothing to reproach myfdf with— -and yet I have 
been to blame ; I haye, to be fiirei^— — Kficve me, 
it will be better td abandon me, and neimr 60 me 
again. 

CRISPIN. 

How ! never iec thee 9^in \ Then I maft go 
hang myfelf. 

NSRINA^ 

Ah, poor lad, thon might^ as well ba bfljflg'd, 
as to know the troth. 

CRISPIN. 

Vm mncb ebligM to yo o . B nt come, wichont 
fbrther ceremony, tell mCj haft thou prov'd an* 
fUthf al to 9e ? 

tlSlttllAv 
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I have. 

CRISPIN. 

Yoa,havcl 

NERINA. 

I was a woman> ybu know, and fiogle ; tbat is 
feme excafe. T 

CRISPIK* 

And IS it poffible^ t^to, that,, after havisg giveo 
thy heart 'to xne» thoci coiUd'il love another i 

Not (o, neither; but I fufier'd myfclf !• be per- 
fuaded. 

CRISPIKT. 

So then you was willing, in niy abfence^ to Hay 
your fiomach a little, hey } 

^ \ * NERINA. ' 

Cannot you ^e6 the troth.? T tim Ohf ( 
have not courage to atter it ,. ^ 

CRISPIN. 

Are ? what are you ? j^ak! 



N E R I N A* 

lam 

CRISPIN. 

What? 

N £ R I N A. 

MarryM. 

CRISPIN, 
Marr/d I what, ferioafly marry*d ? 

K ERIN A. 
Serioafly. 

CRISPIN. ILeaaii^ m her, and repeating afeffedif,'} 

Help me to bear my fuffVings as I ought : . 
They fall more heavy, as' they come un thought, 

N E R I N A. 
Keep your diftance, fool ! if my huiband fhonld 
fome and furprife us 1 



The IMAGINARY OBSTACLE. Sf 

..CRISP IK. 
Thy hufband ! Haft choa a hufband, thcft ? Who 
is he that dare to fill my place ? 

NERINA. 

One Pafqniou footman to the old go^deman^t Am. 

CRISPIN. 

If he was footman to Belzcbub, I wodd cat off 
his ean ! Is be jealoos ? 

N £ R I N A. 

As a tyger. 

CRISPIN. 

I'm glad of it ; he ihall die by inche9» then : 111 
'Broil the rafcal upon a gridiron. 

NERINA. 

Lord Uefs me ! yoq make me tremble. 

CRISPIN. 
But prithee, my adorable, had the devil enterM 
that lltde body of thine» to fet thee thus a gadding? 

N ERIN A. 
What conld I do ? I beard nothing^ftom yon. I 
thought yon dead and bury'd. It was all your 
faolt. 

CRISPIN. 
No, no, St was my mader^a : he would not faf- 
fer me to write to thee i he was afraid his mar- 
riage would be difcover'd, if any one knew where 
we were. 

N £ R I N A. 

Well, what is done cannot be recalled. Thy 
abfence, tnd dill more cruel filence, drove me to 
defpair. I grew impatient ; I thought thee dead : 
and fy great was my grief, that nothing but a 
hulband could comfort me for die loifs of thee. 

CRISPIN. ^ 

Dea r, tender-hearted creatore 1 kow you melt 
me ! Oh» crael, cmel fate I 
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N I R I N A. 
t Oh tMachorons fortune i 

CRISPIN. 
Was St for this I killed two horfiss on the road i 
t^ find thee ki the arms of another ? 

N E R I N A. 

: Was it but this I riiihed U> haftily into oairriage ? 
to moarn, in bitter repentance, all the.^reft of waif. 
life? Ah t leave me» leave me, Crifpin ; I can- 
not bear thy complaints and reproaches^ 

CRISPIN. 

Farewell \ 

HI bear my forrows from thy fight away i 
And pafs in angailh all the livelong day ! 
till thoq art ai widow ; and then Fll be uy CcooibM 

hoiband. 

N E R I N A. 

Well faid ! and I promife thee, that Ihall be at 
feon as poffible. 

CRISPIN. 

The feoner, the better. 

NBRINA.. • ., 

Adieu, too lovely and iU-fated Crifpia t ' 

CRISPIN. 
. Adka, too lovely, too hafiy Nerina ! 



End of the Third Act* 
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AC T IV. SCENE!.. 

. N E R IN A. Sola, 



\ 



Wii AT M tmfommate creattare tm I ! my 
rogue of at hufband has overheatrd «feiy 
thing I mi to Crifpin ; even to the appointmeAe 
we made at parting; It will be inpoi&ble for me 
to face him f tnd' yet hc'a hutftiag fat me from 
room Us room. 'Where calk I hide myielf ?-^Bttt, 
^fter at}/ wfiai a fod am I to be afraid of his rd- 
proachds f Why itd ndt (he booby make himMf 
more agreeable f Cdme, come/ FH e'en plodt tip 
a fpirit> let hint fee diat I am a tnie wemaft; and 
give him 81 good^as he briogt* 

s c E N E n. 

gMi0' PAS Q^U I N. 

Ite, hoi I have feiiiid yoe aft laAp madtm» 
lunni I / Am yoB (iwd ef flMmnDg me I 

K E It I K A^ 

Are yott ArV of hrniting after me f 

pasqjjiij: . 

Why* have yoa the impudence to look tnfi jft. 
'the face, after your op^n viotauon of the maftrimo- 
nial contraSf ' ' 

K EB.IK A« 

A grMi pkeo of bafaeft, kuieid, whether st be 
violated or kept I 

PAS<^III. 
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PAS QJU I N. 

Do yon kaow, mi&xds, that I'm your hniband f 

N B R IN A. 

lity jesj I know it too well» to my (brrow. 

PAS QJJ IN.. 

AM do yoa know wliat a hoibaiid is ? 

N £ R I N Ai 

A hofband ! Why, if he is like yon, he is the 
jRoft jeak)os-pated> ftupid animal breathiBg. A 
perpetual fpy. The iworn enemy of domeftk 
peace and comfort. The qaintefcence of ill-hi^t 
noor. A tyrannical creatare» that one can only 
Jear, without ever being able to love, j^ mole to 
his own ^ults, and an Areus to thofe of his wife* 
One who makes a merit of defpifing all tenderocfi 
and complaifance. Who confults only his own 
.eafe; and pretends to be free himfelf, while he 
makes another a (lave. One who is good-natured 
by caprice, and ill-natnr'd by habit,: and, to draw 
your own pidnre in two words, a hofband of yomr 
samp is exadly the dog in the manger. 

•PAS<iurN. 
Mercy on as I what a ^olobility of tonene ! I 
fliall never set thelietter of this baggage. Heark'e, 
mrs. Jefebel, I have oidy a word or two to fay to 
yoii. Soppofihg I am as bad as yob have painted 
me, don^t yoa think yon are a ihooland' times 
worfe, to engage yourfdf to another* while I, yonr 
lawful hufbandi . am living ? A^u me that, 
hnfly ! anfwer me that? 

., . >f BRIN A. 
\ A'mighty crime indeed I for a woman to take.a 
few necelTary precautions that can injuie no one t 

?A. S.QJUIN. 

Injnre no one i Zoondi ! is -it sol burying me 
V»ck? , ... ..... f 
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N I R I K A. . 

; Go, job blockhead ! if I was to engage nyfelf 
Jt haqdred tim^ over, .would yoo. die adajr the' 
fooner ? no, no, yon arc hoc fo very complufaiie; ^ 

PAS QJJ I N, 

I belike not, faith I No,:inad4m> 119 Hve, If 
it is only to plagae yon. 

NERINA. 
And I, to drive yoo nud. .We ftall iee who*lt 
liave the beft of it. 

' PAS<iyiN, ' 

ill kill thee by inches. 

N B R 1 N A. 

. I'll make yon hang yoarfelf. 

PAS Q^U I N. 

Wei] ; I hope ibon to be a widower. 

NERINA. 

And I a widow. Confider, Ibol, I am younger 
than you, and can hold oot longer. 

PAS QJtJ IN. 
ril take care of that; for this good arm IkaU 
quicken your journey. 

NERINA. 

Do you think fo ? 

PAS QJJ I N. 
I am fo fore of it, that I'm going to k>ok out fot 
Ul lecond wife* 

NERINA. 

Away you drunken fot! Pm weary of yoo I 
^et yon gone to your fecond wife. 

"^ PAS Qj; I N. 

Away, crocodile, to your fecond hufband ! 

NERINA. 

Would to heaven I could ^ him fo ! 

rAsqyiir. 
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P A 8 ^V I V. 

. Vb* 9Mi 7«B wmt to bd witk liitii^ i fcppofel 
hit liBie'i a g>od iMkcQ faadsjAf saitn&p Ah 
MI tea JiA lar of liMi. 

SCENE m. 

Enttr V A {i B R B. 

' < ' ' V A L E R y. 

WeD» Pafquin, I. have facceeded to tny Wifli! 

iulia is to be my wife^ and my father ii ready to 
ang himfelf ! 

Ah, fir ! matters are £uMtgfi$ ikm'ilmklk Us t 
I have farprifing news (o ^dl yon* 

News ! what newa I 

Since you hasne •bom away» tiir mtfi noarraPBCr 
able affair has hajppeiied I i«y ii>oure here has fe- 
VQEed a fecood hnlhaodj a&d yojor Jjulia baa net 
'with her firfi lover ! 

VALERE. 

Her firft lover ! 

PAS Q^U I K» 

Even fo» fir^ he aniv'jd within theTe two honrs : 
Md ibis toe g e«dci»a&*s gvitleman pKift$ lo be 
the Adonis of my nh here. Traft.me tMC thrir 
chaps have done a. great deal^f bufineft in a very 
AMnKUpe. 

V ;a 4* s n s. 

Ha ! ha ! here are ioe dpiogs on foot ! This m 
a gloirip99 opportunity fox .me W difti9g|ii|b i»y/elf» 
and to triomph^ at oncei over my fathei^s lU-bB" 
oionr, my rivars pretenfiopSy and my inifti?fs*t 
coynefs. And as fbr yo«, my C^iog Celadon, 
/ ^ * wboevtr 



whoever yon are» I HlliH^iifiokly find yoa to cluuit 
tetk yottr neiMcUly firaioftflf 4iiGi^jHiH^ Mre 
€oiiKiieig|yMH«ngMkdMftod«Md9« fitit» {«^> 
tl»e, iMfoisy w^cae is ikb noianlk fiwiifti C 
mud teach him a little better nuMHien. .... 

I would have yoa take tan* ir« ihit hiifp>QOC 
befbre-haad with yoa in jthat point. He is not io 
eafily frigh^enM I aflure yon. Be advi(ed by joe, 
and endeavonr rather to fain over my fniftrdrs*« 
uncle, who arrivM here almoft at the fame thn« 
with yoar rivd$ and, to my kaow4edge> is inclili- 
4iUe to Avoor yonr picMafiiMis. 

V A L £ R £• 

Ar*t ferioot } 

. K E R I N A. 

Quite £o : but hcrt comes your rival. 

PAS qjj I w. 

And my worthy faccelTor with him, 

rU leave yoa to yourfelves. [£;»'/ Nerina.] 

PAS ^iJJ I N^ 

Shall I do the fame f 

t A L £ m. 
No> flo ; jSay here« 

m. 

SCENE IV» 

EMffr LEANPSH W CRISPIN. 

CRIS^lU ,E«i U«MtBiv «ff%.] 

And fo, this viilaimiaa old ancle came joft in 
lim^kkuf^mfy C|ily«> )«Mk^BMy lUog on 
lh€ head ? 

/ i.iAi»»iaf 



;i* 



9$ t&e IMAGtNARY OBSTACLE; 

; ' L £ A N D £ R. 

'•i He would not fo much as hear me ijpeak ; and 
Mjen forbid liis niece to mention my name to him; 
He thinks, that he is bound in gr^ticnde to give Ju- 
Ga to Lifimon^ ion; . 

' A dan&nM old iTcoandrel I 

V A L E R E. [To Pafquln, ^/Je.J 

The fight of him piqaes my vanity. I can hard* 
4}r contain my paiiion. 

P A S <iU I N. [Tji Valere, ajdi.j 

And the fight of his man pats me ovt of aK 
patience. 

L £ A N D £ R. [To CnCpin^ a/^,} 

Who is that young man, Crifpin f 

C K I S P I N. [To Leander, afidt.J 

Why, I have a ftrong notion it is your rival. 

t E A N n E R. [4fide.] 

, The emotions of* my heart tell me fo ! 

CRISPIN. [4/W#.] 
And that worthy sentleoian with him, is my 
miftrefs^s htiiband. If you'll lend me your affift- 
ance. 111 knock him on the head. 

V A L £ R £• [Ctmng up to Leander.] 

May I aik what brings you here, fir I 

LEANDER. 

Whence arifes your curiofity .? 

y A L £ R E. 

You may not know me, perhaps. 

L £ A N D k R. 

• Icannot fqr I dO| but I foppofe you are mr. 
Lifimon^s fon. 

VAittai. 
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V A L E R E. 

You are i-igkt. And this hoofc yon arc now fti 
M my father's. Arc you ignorant of my prctcn- 
fions? 

L E A N D E R. 

Why that quellion ? 

V A L E R E. 

. Bccaufe, 1 am apt to think, if you was informed; * -h 
fef them, you would not chufc to remain mac&J'* "/J? 
longer here; nor think of favduring us with any* :l 
more of your vifits, • v -^ 

- LEANDEJl. 

' I have already been inform'd, fir, fince my arri. 
tal, that you arc under fome engagements to a 
young lady of great beauty and merit, whofe name 
IS Angehca ; and that matters between you are on 
fuch a footing, that you cannot difpenfe with mak- 
ing her your wife, 

V A L E R E. 

Whether I am or not, is no bufinefs of yours 
I prefume, ^ 

L E A N D E R. 

Ceriaiiily I have no bufinefs with your affairs s 
and whether you keep your word with the lady 
or not, IS a matter of indifference to me • boe (f 
the motives of breaking your engagements '^ 
what I fufpea, I fhall then think myklf obliged to 
demand an account of your anions. 

„ ' V A L E R E. 

You ? 

LEANDER, 
Yes; I, fir. . 

V A L E R E, 

And by what right, pray ? 

Vo^. 11. * E xcANDia. 
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tBAHDSR. 

ril tell yea, in a few words : air name t» Le« 
ander $ I love Julia> and flatter myielf that I am 
beloved'by her in return : I am lately come froia 
abroad on purpofe to marry her : if there is nothing 
in thi§ declaration that is offenfive to you« I am 
ready to rank myfelf in the number of yoar 
friends; if it (hoold prove otherwife, I know the' 
xneafares I have to aike to ffee Julia from yoor 
importoaities. 

V.AI.B11S. 

Now, then, take my aafwer in as cwc^iMetaiK 
My father wanted me to wed Angelica ; I thought 
Julia more agreeable : he confented I ihould marry 
her, and marry her I will ; and ooncera myfelf ic^ 
little about your menaces, that I am going this »• 
(lant to her uncle, to prevail on him to ratify our 
union. 

L E A N D £ R. 
I (hall follow to prevent it, if poffible : and, if 
you (hould fucceed, do not exped to enjoy your 
triumph long. [Exit Valere, /ol/ow^d ly Leander* 

SCENE V. 

CRISPIN. [4^1 

Hkm^ I fflttft birily my genUemav. * 

PASQJ/IN. t4^J 

Here is an opportunity to revenge toy honour.: 

[Here they both clap <m their hatif and look at ioch 
fftber fiercely. Crifpin draws on Ins glooms ddi^ 
berately ; Pafquia ^es the fame^^^and thm Jp€aks,1 

PAS QJ7 I N. [4fide.\ 

A damn'd brawny fellow this 4 

CRISPIN^ iJH^H 

How fierce the rafcal looks I 

vAsqyt*. 
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Hera r I» not this the puppy thst eiret hiorfelf 
•m to be la love with my wife i 

C R I S P I N. [/. the fa,fu W«.] 

Coniage Crifpin ! Thl. is certainly the ankul 
who has robb*d thee of Nerina. 

PASQJJJN. [4«i.> 

It i* the iarae ! aad I yet fnffer him to lire I 
Crispin! [4«t. 

The very booby her hulband ! and. I have Mt 
yet made day.light ibine thro' him I 

be toft ""* ~*"' *° *'"' P°""* ***"«'* "0 tune «• 

C R I S P I N. [4/Ue.} 

I m,nlb conquer or die. 

P A S Q^U I N, lAJUeA 

rU begin by affronting him-Every thing ftould 
ht done in,iorm---.Thi., fellow's ceiotena^nce Sf 

'. .^ ^ C.nfy\n dw the JitmA 

TJiat JUice ^fipmt the heattbam ! 

• PASftJ/^lf.. f4)6&3 

.,?§Wq^ljhae's«)jok,^,^'j^.^ . 

Zounds ! I'm afia'id hyil tifce me fc^ the Oaux. 

V A s qu 1 N., • [4J«, ^ jt^. ^. 
r»:try his coun^ • little: hemi 

C R I S P I N. f4«fr, w ^^ ^ J. 

ril fee what he'i. made o£ * '' ■* 
Comeo«! "'''''^'''^ 



tc© The IMAGINARY OBSTACLE. 

[ : C R I 5'P I N. 

iU>o yoo CQine on. 

P A S CLl> I K. 
J wait for you. 

' ♦ • CRISPIN. 

And I for you. 

• PA S O U IN.. 
It is your bufinefs to begin firll. ' 

' CRISPIN. 
No, it is yours. . 

PASQJJIN. 
Have I not marry'd -your miftrefs ? 

CRISPIN. 
Am not I your wife^s gallant ? 

PAS QJJ IN. 
My wife^s gallant ! death and furies ! I can 
|;old no longer. 

CRISPIN. 

MarryM my miflrefs ! nay, then I'm rouz'd ! 
r£f/rf tifiy both offer to firth i hut each draws 
, ^ hack as the other advances.'] 

. PASQJtXIN. 

If you have any regard to yourfelf, keep off. 

C H I S P I N. 

If you love whole bones^ come not a ftep nearer; 

FAS Qjcj IN, 
rUIhewJ thee no quarter. 

\ C R I S P I N.. • 

- I'll nuke yoa meafure yotfr length On tjie.gnMifid. 

PA S.^U IN. - 

You ? go, youVe a fcoandrel i 

CRISPIN; 
you're f rafcal | 
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pasquin; 
A poltroon! 

C R I S P f K. 
A coward ! 

PA S Qjri N. [Giviitg him a flap M fh face.} . 

Coward] take that« 

CRISPIN. : 

Toltroon ? zounds ! 
l^Hert tbiy offer tofirtke again ^ and rttreat as before.^ 

PAS QJJ I N. 

Why, you run back ! 

CRISPIN. i 

And fo do yon ! 

PAS QJJ IN. ' 

It is to get. more room. 

CRISPIN. 

And I^ to make more fare of my ftrokeJ 

\Jbey come up to each otbir tremi/ivg.] 

PAS QJU I N. 
X tremble for thy life ! 

CRISPIN. 
And I for thine. 

PASQjr IN. [AfiJe.] 

Heaven fend he may run away. 

CRISPIN. [4ficU.1 
If a panic would but feize him ! 

PAS Q^U I N. [4/fir.] 

My courage' begins to fail me f 

C R r S PIN. [Aflde, Jookhg ahut him,} 

Good God { wjll nobody come to part us ? 

PAS QJU I N. [jipde.'} 

I mufi make a noife to alarm the houfe. 

E 3 . CRISPIK, 
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CRISPIN. [4AA.] 
If I raife my voice> it may bring' ibmcbod/. 
lHir€ tbiy ftrih their ftkh agtdnfi each ether, 

and hmAii as loud as foffibU^ 
Come on \ have at yoa ! take care of yourfelf ! 
ha! ha! 

PAS QJJ I N. 

Not a foul comes near us, by all that^s good f 

- CRISPIN. 

We may murder one another fbr what any on^T 
cares in this damnM houfe ! — Heark^e, friend, you 
fee nobody will come to part as ; fo, e*en let as 
put an end to the combat by confent. 

P A s QU I N. 
With all my hd»rt ; we have done our duty. 

CRISPIN. 

Yes J I think we can defy malice on that head. 

PAS Qjtr I N. 
Yoa gave me a box on the ear, and I gave yoo 
a flap on the face. 

CRISPIN. 
True. And then we brandifli*d our fiicki at f acb 
other like brave fellows. 

PAS (^U I N. 

Ay ; and fought like devils. 

CRISPIN. 

Valour could not be carry'd farther. 

P A S Q U I N. 
We have done vtm thing that couldbc e^cp^d* 
ed from men ; but, it you have a mind for t'other 
bout, have tft you I 

CRISPIN, 
Ko ; I think there's no occafion for it. We are 
e<}ualiy match*d, as to ftrength and prowefs ; ibr 



ThelMAGINARYOBSTACLE. 105 

we have been fighting thefe two honrs, without 
either being, able to kill the other. So, enough of ^ 
blood&ed f 

•t> A S QJ7 1 N. 

Shail we go and get our wounds drefsM ? 

CRISPIN. 

No, no, let us go and crack a bottle rather ; we 
have moll need of that. Valour is always thirftv ; 
and it is a cuftom with men of honour and fpirit 
to -drmk together after they have fought. 

P AS QJJ I N. 

You are in the right : but, hold I here come our 
two mailers ; let us flay and hear how mattew 
fiand between thexh. 



SCENE VI. 

fff/^LICANDER, LISIMON, LEAN- 
DER, and VALERE. 

L I C A N D E R. [To Lifimoo, tnteringJ] 
Well ! this is the moft extraordinary flory 1 ever 
heard ! and my fifter-inJaw's third marriage wa4 
a maHer-piece of folly. 

LISIMON., 
, She liv'd like a madwoman, and fo fhe died. 
But it is amassing to me, that Julia, who is Co ami- 
able and prudent a young woniaR,^(hould be the 
daughter of fuch a mother. 

L I C A N D S R. 
I faave much to fay upon that fubjed ; and, 
when we are in private, I will difcov^r to you 
fpme fecret adventures, which will convince you, 
that it is no wonder Julia fo little refembles my 
tfterrinJaw. 

£ 4 LlJSIMON,^ 



^ 
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L I S I M O N. 

I am all impatience to hear them : fatisfy my 
coriofity. 

L I C A N D R. 

Here are too many perfons to overhear us ; the 
ilory is long» fmgular, and demands fecrecy. 

I.ISIMON. 
I'll foon clear the coaft. [To Jin's /on,'] Leave 
the the room. [To Leander.] You, fir> know 
enoagh of good- breeding to fee that your abfence 
would be acceptable. 

LEANDER. 
I'll retire, fir. [Going.] 

LICANDER. 
No, no, by no means. If we were alone, I 
fiiould not have time to relate the whole to you ; 
as feme affairs of confequence oblige me to go out 
immediately : fo, gentlemen, you may flay. — But, 
mr. Lifimon, pray, tell me, did you know the 
dske of Sorienco ^ 

L I S I M O N. 
The great Sicilian nobleman, whofe mailer of 
the horfe you was, when you. left him to go to the 
Indies ? 

LICANDER. 
The fame. 

LISIMON. 

I remember to have feen him feveral-times. 

LICANDER. 

Do you know iC he is yet living ? 

LISIMON. 

He has been dead fome years. 

LICANDER* 

And his foa? ■■ ■ ■ 

LI84MON. 
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LI SIMON. 

He was killed^ . in the laft campaign, in Ger- 
many. 

L I C A N D E R. 

Let me embrace, yoa for this welcome news.l 
Death, then, has rid me of the two perfons I mod 
dreaded in the world. 

LISIMON. 
How fo? 

L IC A N D E H. 
Vou will know, when I acquaint you wi(h the 
hiftory of my life. 

L I S I M O N. 

There is only one daughter living of the duke^3 
numerous family ; and ihe. is a widow, and has no 
children. 

L I C A N D E R. 

More fortunate flill ! I mud iind Qut this lady 
immediately. [I^oiftg,] 

V A L E R E. 

Before you leave us, (ir, I muft defire you will 
determine to whom Julia is to belong. 

L E A N D E R. / . 

Yes, fir; I conjnre yoa to decide our fate. 

L I C A N D E R. 

That will foon be done. Neither of you fliall 
have her. 

V A L E R E. 

How fir ! neither of us ? 

L 5 AN D E R. 

Is it poffible you can refufe her to a roan, who— 

' L I C A N D E R. ■ . • 7 

Look^e, gentlemen, your rhetoric will avail no« 
thing. You, Valere, I will by no means apprpye, 
as I can never think of giving my niece to 4 man * 

E 5 wbo 
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who is.under engagements to another. Yoo, fir» I 
know nothing at; and therefore (hall not beftow a 
girl -of JuliaS fortune and nierit on a ftranger. I 
remember^ nir. LifimOn, that the Orontes you was 
mentioning to me, had a fon v&ry jOung when I 
went to the Indies : now, as this Orontes is one of 
the oldeft friends I have livings and a man to whom 
I owe the greateft obbgatiofis, I am refolvtd to re- 
trieve his name and family, which I hear are upon 
the decline, by giving my niece Julia to his fon, if 
lie is A deftmug young man. 

L £ A N D E R. 
Permit me, fir, to embrace yonr knees, and re* 
turn yon thanks for my father and myielf. 

LICAKDEA. 

What do yoQ mean ? 

L I S 1 M O N, 

I aiti furprizM 1 

V A L £ R fi. 
And I tremble with apprehenfion I 

LfcANDER. . 
. Ta me, fir, yoa behold the fon of Orontes, tha{ 
Orontes for whom ybil exprefs fb moch afFe^ioH. 

L I C A N D E R. ' 
You the fon of Oroi^tes ? 

L fi A N D E R. 
I am ; as I can eafily prove to you. My fadief 
* is hard by ; I will go ipfiantly and acquaint bim 
with your return to France, and entreat hiib to 
come in perfon andprefbat me to you. 

V A L '» k E. . 

What a damn'd ^fllocky' accident is this ! 

t I C A HP ij ^ R, 

• Ybu could nothave forpriz'dinfe rtore agreeabfy! 
Sin^ fulia has an ^fbftlon foTTOii, ai^dyoo are 

the 
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the fon of a man for whom I have the moft ten- 
der friendfhip $ I fee nothing to obftrufi your union; 
and I will have the pleafare of joining your hands 
this very day. 

LISIMOK. 
Now, good vain mr. fon of mine, you fee yoa 
have nothing to do but brat a retreat Take my 
advice, and reconcile yourfelf to Angelica as itoon 
as poflible. 

V A L E R' E. * 
I ibsXi certainly hang myfelf. 

LICANDER. 
rn take my leave of you for a while : I mufi 
find oat the widow I was fpeaking of, and have ikit- 
little difcourfe with her before I dlfpdfe of my- 
niece : however, you may call upon me at my at- 
torney's, where Julia and I will be ready to receive 
you ; as I intend to acquaint her dire^ly with my 
intentions of giving her to this geotlemaa. 

LI SIMON, 
ril follow yoo in for an explanation of fome 
things yoi^ have fatd to me. 

^Exeunt Licander and Lifimpn. 

S- C EN E VIL 

L E A N D E R. [To Valcff .] 
r day behind, fir, to know your refolves. Have 
you any intention to difpute Julia's hand with me ? 

VALERE. 
f would nndoabtedly have difputed it to the Ia(l 
drop of my blood, had (he provM herfelf worthy 
t>f me: but, iince (he is btind enough to five the 
preference to thee, (he no longer merits my re- 
piid. [£x«^ Vafcie, >/ibwV ib ^«^obi. 

SCENE 
t 
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S C EN E VIII. 

Enter CRISPIN. 
CRISPIN. 

He coald not hare brooght himfelf better oF, If 
he had been a Gafcoon. 

LEAKDER. 

I am very glad it has ended fo peaceably ; for I 

(hould have been miferable, had he forced me to 

come to extremities with the Ton of a man who has 

fo generoufly given me the protection of his houfe. 

CRISPIN. 

Well ; I have not been quite fo fcrnpnloos. 

L £ A N D £ R. 

What do'ft mean ? 

C R I S P I N» 
Why, I have callM out my man. 

LEANDER. 

Who IS he, pray ? 

CRISPIN. 

The rafcal that has marry*d Nerina. *Egad, I 
have given him his belly full. 

SCENE IX. 

Eniir JULIA 4»/ N E R I N A. 

JULIA. 

Leander, I am come to congratulate you and 
myfelf, on this happy turn in our affairs : My uncle 
has given his confen t 

LEANDER. 

. I know all, my deareft Julia, tl myfelf prevailed 
OB him to confirm our union. 

, # JVLIA. . 



The IMAGINARY OBSTACLE. J09 

JULIA. . . 

'Sbw, indeed^ I am happy. ! . "i -j 

LEANDER. 

Charming maid ! And I the moil bleil of men; 

NERINA. 
Well ; I think your affairs go. on fwimmingly. 
Too have nothing now to fear. 

CRISPIN. 
Unlefs the devil himfelf interferes. 

LEANPER. 
"What on earth can prevent our'happinefs ? Yos 
depend only on your uncle. He has given me his 
promife ; and x>me very intere^ng reaibns will 
oblige him to obferve it. Your mother is no longer 
living. 

JULIA. 

True^ if fhe was, ihe would leave no ilone un- 
tornM to crofs my happinefs. ' 

NERINA. 

"Well, I wifli (he could but come to life again^ 
if it was only for the pteafure of feeing her die a 
fecond time with vexation. 

LEANDER. 

Why, fure ^e mufl have had a mortal hatred 
to you ? 

JUL I. A. 

It feemM fo ; for after abandoning me to the 
wide world, fhe kept the place of her refidence a 
fecret from me for above twelve years ; during 
which time ihe marry*d twice, without once letting 
»€ hear A-om her. ^ . 

LEANDER. 

An unworthy woman ! T am glad I never had 
any ic^uaintancc with her« 



••» 
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JULIA. 

Some little time after your depifUM^ I feoiiA- 
out where (he was $ and at the fame time was in- 
foiim*^» that (he indoi^iottfly cMeeal'd her Mt 
marriage, that it might not be known (he had a- 
daughter : and as (he was not very well koowo at 
Ijyons, it was no difficult matter for her to fucceed. 

LEANDER. 

Lyons ! did yon fay i wal it at.Lyons (be llvM ? 

JULIA. 

At. Lyons; and there (he bnry'd her fecond 

)iufbatid. 

CRISPIN. 

Cdfo ! we louft certaiji^y have known her, Cr i 
for to be fure (he livM fomewhere in the neigh-^ 
bourhood of the baronefs pf .S^ Aubin. 

j U L I A. V 

Who I who ! the baronefs of St. Aubin ? 

CRISPIN. 
Ah ! that was a worthy creature I Heaven reft 
her fool i Many^s the good broad pii^ce I have 
£lched from her Iady(hip. 

NERINA« 
From the baroneft of Si. Aubin ? 

CRISPIN, 

From the vtry falh© j aik my mafter, he went 

halved wkh m. 

L£AN0£lt« 

CRISPIN. 
It would have made you laugh, to fee the ln». 
thods we had of fleeckig the M lady. 

NB.RINA, - 

For heaven's fake, let nswmdetitsiwi oiieauictther : 
Was you acquainted with this baroaefs i 
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C R I & 1^ I N. 
AcdCKiiiited With bef f ft pletfant qptKon, that ! 
Yes^ I diink I sifty {siy I WM afeqatiottd wkb htt, 
«ad my maftor too, for ibe was iiti Wife* 

JULIA. [roK^^iit.] 
His wife I 

Yes j my wift I Yon feem iiirpriz'd. 

J O L I A. 

The baronefs of ^St. Aflbin yoar wife ? 

CRISriK. 

Yes, yes, the coantefii of Filandiere that was | 
whofe hufband dy*d, and left her all hit fwAme, 
and then. (he marry*d nty maAer, who went by the 
name of the baroa of St. Aabkk ■■■ > .He bory'd 
her; mid thas we came by the fortune we now 
Boflefs. 

Julia: 

Support me> Nerina. I am loft ! ondone f 

LEANDER* 

Good heftven^t 1 what U the matter f 

JULIA. 

Unhappy man I what havt you done ? 

LEANDfik. 

]}61ie ! 

JULIA. 

' Her yoo marry'd) pf9e knt hiifh ! 

LtAi»t>«R. 
How ! was (he ban>nefs of €t. AlMk fwa^ mcr^- 

Tlie MIttttft «f Fihwdiese^ wk6 9m At &«kb 
perfoA. 

C R I' J 9 1 H* 
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JULIA. 

I wtt infbrmM {omc dme ago, that &€ waa mar* 
iy*d» for the third time, to a young gentlemao, 
who was callM the baron of St* Aubin i bat alas ! 
I little thought it was Leander ! ^ 

LEANDER. 

I know not where I am. Sarprize, confi^OQ* 
and defpair o'erwhelm me! Good heaven] how 
can I fapport this faul fb^ke ? 

JULIA," 

X7nIook*d-for misfortane \. 

LEANDER. 

Grael reverfe ! 

JULIA. 

Was ever fitoation like oars 9 

LEANDER. 

Or ever fach pleafing hopes fo cruelly disap- 
pointed I . 

NERINA. 

For my part, I am thander-ilrack ! that diaboli- 
cal old woman feems refolvM to perfecate us, even 
after her-death. ' 

JULIA. 

And mail we» then» be feparated for tier, 
Leander ! and at the very inftant that we w£re oa 
the point of being united for life ? 

LEANDER. 

This is a firoke I cannot furvive ! I mu(E punifh 

myfelf for the involuntary crime 

[Clafpsng bis band to bisfwtrd,'^ 

JULIA. lB»ldi9igbim.'\ 

For heaven's fake» Leander ! wjiat do yoa intend 

to do ? 

LEANDER. 

To put an end to this guilty life in yonr preience. 

cmsMN. 
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CRISPIN. 
Lord, fir, your killing yourfelf will make thing* 
■either better nor worfe. 

N E R I N A. 

This is an obftacle I could never have forefeen. 

LEANDER. 

By what various means has fortune led me on to 

tlxis precipice ! 

CRISPIN. 

Ay ; fortune, by her malice on this occaflon, has 
fhewn herfelf a true woman. She is governed by 
an infernal caprice, that, by its fatal inHuence^ 
produces the mod extraordinary events ; which, 
join'd to the baleful afped of fome malignant Utar, 
makes people marry old women ; which old women 
prove to be mothers to their miftrelTes : which ihi(^ 
CrefTes, by that means, they lofe for ever; which 
lofs drives them to defpair j which-^^ — I am qvite 
out^ faith 

LEANDER. [jifier mufing fome tim. ] 

Yes, I am refolvM to be reveng'd on this cruel 
mother, who has been the cauie of all our miferies, 
by doing that, which, if (he was living, would give 
her the moft uneafinefs. Since 1 mud part with 
you for ever, my dearcft- Julia, I will leave you 
the whole pf that fortune which flie bequeaih^a to 
me. 

JULIA. 

No, Leander, I'll have none of it, £nce I can- 
not (hare it with you. What fortune is wanting to 
live in a convent I for there I determine to pafs di« 
remainder of my days, iince I am deprived .of his 
company, who alone could have made the world 

pleafing to me. 

LEA^NDER. 

And I will inftantly abroad, where I will hunt 
Qgit danger with fuch obfUnacy^ that a fpeedy death 

ihall 
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ihall terminate the miferies of a life grown infup- 
portable by the lofs of thee. Farcwtll. 



SCENE X, 

As Leander i$ geing outy Enor L I S I MO N, 

L I S I M O N. 

Well, children, you are now completely happy ; 
there is no longer any obdacle to your union ; no 
one to trouble your/eficicy ; for I aYn at length be- 
come a coDTcrt to rfeafon : I readily confent to your 
rewarding Leander's conllancy, and have juft recoft- 
cird my Ton to Angelica. 

JULIA. 

,Ala3, fir, if you knew . 

LEANDER. 

Grief ilepifies me.^ 

N E R I M A. 

And me too« Never, fure, was fo confbandedt 
an adventure. 

CRISPIN. [Stamf>hg w'tb Btifiot,} 

Such a cutsM mifchance 1 

L I S I M O K. 
Hey-day t what*$ the meaning of all this ? Julia 
is in tears, Leander raves, Nerina fcolds, and thia 
lad looks as if he was out of his fenfes. 

CRISPIN. 

Zounds ! is it not enough to make any one mad» 
Here my mailer and 1 have travelled, God knows 
how many hundred leagues^ on purpofe to get mar- 
ried, and- 

](«ISIMON. 

And what ? 

CRISPIN. 
What ? why I found my miftrcfs ahreaJy pro- 
vided 
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Tided with a hofband ; and my mafter proves to be 
his miftrers^s ftdler-iii.laW) 

LISIMON. 

Leander Julia's father-in-law! how is that 
pofTible ? 

CRISPIN. 

Oh, poi&ble enough ; becaufe he marr/'d her 
xnother. 

LISIMON. 

'Sdeath t if all this is true, Leamder, 70a have 
committed a plaguy blunder. How the devil came 
this about ? 

LEANDER^ 

I have a furprifing feries of adventures taacqwnc 
you with, fir ; but be a£or*d, that any one would^ 
in my circumilancesy have Men into the fame 
crroi*. 

tISIMOlf. J 

Let as retire, and unravel this ftrange flery : ic 
kas all the air of a romance to me. 

lExiWft Li&mon, Leander« andjvi&z. 
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N ERIN A* 

My heart bleeds for them, poor young thiny I 

CRISPIN. 
And mkie too ; however, there is fomething that 
comforts aie in this affairi which is, that my mafter 
is as unhappy as myfelf j and fo I ihaU have a com* 
panioa in my forrows« IRefeaiifig} 

Weil weep together all the live-long day. 
And figh, *til! we have iigh*d our grief away* 

N E R I N A,, 

What, will yon die I 

caisiiK»> 
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CRt$PI;N. 
N09 DO; we'll outlive o^r. misfortunes, andxlefy 
tke malice of fate. 

N E R I N A. 
Baie fellow ! will you forget me, then f 

CRISPIN/ 
' Why, faith, to deal honeilly with thee, I am 
afraid this fame hnlband of thine, will live a lonj^ 
time ; and I am always for cutting matters (hort : 
a very little forrbw ferves my turn. Every one, you 
know, has a particular tafte : fome delight in groan- 
ing and fighing, tears and lamentation. Now they 
always make me fall away ; whereas mirth and 
good fellowftiip is the joy of my life. Since I have 
difcover'd you were marryM, I have done all in 
my power td die with grief, but I cannot bring it 
about; therefore, it is no fault of mine, you knoWj 
child, if I live in fpite of my teeth, 

N E R I N A. 
Oh, mighty well, fir \ if you have fo little dcK« 
cacy; as to treat an affair of fo fcrious a nature ini 
this manner, TIL be reveng'd on you, by lovinj 
another, . , , . ,; 

CRISPIN. 

And who is this other to be ? 

'. " • . * 

N E R I N A . 

My hufband. 

CRISP 11^. 

No ; there I dtfy you ! but to come to the pointt 
Do you know, that we have but a very Httlc time 
to be together; for my matter intends to leave the 
houfe this very day. Now, in what manner are 
you willing we fhouldpart i Among fenfible people, 
thpre is a certain method of bidding farewel to each 
other, that leaves only pleafmg ideas behind, it. 
Such a parting, Nerina ! — -you underfiand me ; 

fttch 
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f uch a parting woald at once pani(h Pafqain for his 
psdloafy, and comfort nie for the vexation of feeing 
myfelf fapplanted by him. Befides, yod remember 
the agreement we made a few hoars ago; thia 
woald be. as it were, a kind of earneft for the per- 
formance of ydur promise : and after the trick yoa 
have already playM.me, my dear^ I think I have a 
right to infin upon fome fecurity, more than baut 
words. 

NERINA. 

Mercy upon as ! what fort of a creature do yov 
take me to be ? 

CRISPIN. 

' Take yen to be ? Why, I take you toi ye a 
woman. 

N E R.I N A., 

Awzy, bafejnan J aAier a propofal of this natare, 
] fliall fee thee depart withont concern. . 

CRISPIN. 

And after fiich: a relbfaly oor ieparaidon will not 
kill me« 

.. NCRINA. 

; m go find <iot any hitfl>aQd, and faejf«coBCil*d to 

him dinefily. r 

: CRISPIN.., 

. And lit jTct ODtoiv my travels^ and have as many 
auflreffi^s as I can find haadfone chamber-maids. 



Enp of . the Fourth Act, 
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LISIMON. 

WE Lli ; have you feen thi^ widow lady, the 
duke 0? "SorietitD's daughter? '^ ' 

vlhaanei Wi #*»• a, iWIg <WWrf*^t h«vc 
parted with her full of joy and grief. 

. ' Hejic^day P why them we ibtU hknt jim hoat^ 
and cry in a bft^% 

I im^enfldyafliAed mI^ tho. iiRhi^py fitiiatioii 
of that lady. The lofs of her father, hdbaiid, 
^nd brother, has determined het to renounce all fa* 
w^'i- auKt'fii&is pv^aMag iiO4fi9ire«0t^« convent % 
nor can any argument of mine diHuade liei fioai< 
perpetrating this reft^ltitkMJ which gives me great 
oooBirtt^ itBcX \tt9% ht»i v^rti'ilie mfdemefsK^a bro- 
ther rkmt on itiie odier 'toiid, I amJoveqdyUtluit 
iheJui^SEft her whole fortune to Julia. 

LI SIM ON. 
To your niece ? 

To my niece* if you call her fo. 

L I S I M O N. 

HdA do you mean, if I call her fo ? I do not 

underftand yon. 



^'IdARPBlL* 



lrICANI>BR» 

In a few mioates vou'il underfland mt l^'qttyr : 
In fhorty Jalia ia now become a jich-hsircls i fince^ 
as fhe is not only to enjoy what I am poflefs'd of, 
after my death, bat is Hkewife entitled to all this 
lady's fortune. 

L I s r M O K. 

That fhe fiiould enjoy yoar fortune altpr yoor 
death, is nothing extraordinary ; but I cannot (e# 
how (he can be entitled to the eftate of the dqke of 
Soriento*s daughter : this wants (bme explanation. 

. LICA^D^R. 
And yet« let xne tell yogij nothing U OK^eXuft 

and reafohable. 

LI^IMON. 

May be fo i but troth I am not to be eafily con- 

vibc'd of it^ as I know Julki h nowzf telatedto 

her. 

LICANDER. 

Sot what would you think, if I €0«14 ffrotm ii^ 
you^ that l^lia is her neardtrelatloa^ . 

L I S 1 M O N. 

Piha ! now you are bantering me^ Julia her 

neareft relation ! 

LI C AM D BR. 

XISIMON*. 

Hci*;nkc6! in/by then Ihc mail be the duke of 
Sonentcr^s^ daughter-in-law. 

Y0ft are right. 

LISIMON. 

. God foigiv« me I I believe you'iv 4>ut of youi 

ftnfe^k 

- Nol in die kail. 

LISIMOW. 
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L I S I M O N. 

Why, then, laml for how the devil can yo« 
Biake me belicvfe, that your brothcr'^s daagfater ^ 

L I C A N D E R. 
There you are niiftakenj for I am not JuCa^s 
nncle. - , * 

, lisimon/ 

Whatl is not Ihc the daughter of the coantefs of 
l^ilaudiere, tvho marry 'd the pretended baron of St. 
Aubin for her third hufband ?. 

LICANDER. 
No; and to encreafe-your aftoniflunent, I mnft 
Inforih yob'^ t£at' Jalia is hot m^ niece/ but my 
daughter ; my own .daughter. . 

-L I S I M O N, 

Your daughter ? wl)y you .was never narryM ! 

LICANDER. 

There I mull undeceive yon again : I was pri- 
vately marry'd to the duke of Sonento^s ddeft 
daughter, while I wad her fath!er's matter of the 

horfe. 

LI SIM ON. 

You amaze me ! 

LICANDER. 
Another time you ihall hear the whole of diis 
furpriiing adventure.. Altho' a gentleman by birth, 
I had fo .little pr^tenfioos . to £e daughter of this 
nobleman, tliat we did liot even dare to make oor 
marriage known, but kept it a profound fecret as 
long as we poifiblycouM ; but alas ! my happineis 
laded no longer than the birth of Julia; my wife 
dying a few days after, fhe brought her into the 
world. The grief I felt for this irreparable lofs, 
together with the apprehenfions I was under, left 
the caufe of my vfik^'r deatlrihould be difcover'd 
py her family, who would not fait to facrifiee me 

to 
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to their refeDtment ; efpecially her father and bro- 
ther, whofe vindidive tempers I well kntw, deter- 
inin'd me to go to the Indies, after having reveaPd 
the fecret of my 'marrioge to 4ny brother and his 
wife, defiring them to take charge of my daughter, 
find bring her op as their own ; which was no diffi- 
colt matter, as they ]iv*d in a retired country -place* 
and my Mer-in-law was on the point of lying-in. 
Hece, noiw, is the whole myftery nnravcllM.- 

L I S I M O N. 
This affair has all the air of a romance ; and if 
I did not know you for an honefl man, who would 
difdain a falihood, I (hodd think you was impbfing' 
upon me, by a tale of your own invention. — But 
fuppofing This to be true in aU its circumllances, 
there is nothing to prevent Julia from marrying 
Leander. 

LICANDER. 

Nothing ; and I intend to join their hands this 
very night. I have fcnt for Leander 's father, and 
exped hi 1 tvcry minute, when we will fettle the 
flieceflary preliminaries between us ; and I muft con-. 
• fefs I feel.a.fenfible fatisfadion in furpniingmy old 
friend in fo agreeable a manner. 

L I S I M O N. 
It is a truly generous adion ; but we mofi unde* 
ceive the. young couple, for they are both in de- 
'fpair, and preparing to take a final leave of eack 
-other. 

X I C A N D E R. 
That can foon be prevented. 

LT'SIMON. 
Well, then, we'll ^ave two weddings at once': 
Leander's with Julia, and my fon^s with Angelica. 

Lie AN DER. 

X^et-us in, then^ and prepare matters. 
VoL.IL F SCENE 
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S C ^ N E II. 

Enter a SEJ^VANT. 

L I S I M O N. 
What Is your bafinefs ? 

SERVANT. 
There is a geotleman beiow^ {\Xf who &ys he k 
an old acquaintance of your*8» and deiires to fpeak 
with you. 

L I S I M O N. [To Licandcr.] 

t It is Leander's father -^ join with me in making 
him welcome. [To tbifern>ant^ Young man, I fhould 
be glad if you would let -.mifs Julia know, that 
your mafter and I de£re her company here ; we 
have fome agreeable news to impart to her. 

SB* V A NT. 
Sir, mifs Jolia has bpen gone out with her maid 
iibove this hoar. 

LICA.VDEI^. . 
Wel)» then* be fure you tell her, as feon as (he 
^bmes in, that I deilre to fpeak with her. 

-SEAT ANT. 

J (hall, fir. \Exit Servant. 

SCENE III. 

Entir VALERE ««^ PASQAJIN, 

L I S I M O N. 

Oh, your fervant, fir ! have you done as I er- 
^er*d you > 

VALERE. 

What was that, fir ? 

L3[ S I M O N. 

Are YOU rcconcilM to the coontefs and her 

daughter ? . 



\ 
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daughter ? add have yoa M&ly obferv'd the di- "j 

neAiom I gaye yoa on that head ? j 

V A L E R E. 3 

The coQAtefsy fi% is not here ; I have feen only 

Angelica, 

LISIMOK. 

Well ; and have you made her your excufes for 
the impertinence you was guilty of ? 

V A L E R E. 
Ihave, fir. 

L I S I M O V. 

Did ihe appear fatisfy'd with them t 

V A L E R E. 
Undoubtedly* 

LI SIM ON. 

J am not clear in that. ^ 

V A L E R £. 

There were a few temrs ihed at firft. t feem^d 
«&^ed with theia. After that, I had recourfe to 
'VOWS and proteftations ; was infiantly believ'd, and 
taken into favour again* 

LISIMOK. 
She^s a fool for her pains. Had I been in her 
place, I (hodd not have forgiven you fo eafily . 

V A L E R E. 
That would have given me very little concern. 

L I S I M O N. 
What an eafy impudence [ One would imagine^ 
that aU the merit in the world was centered in ypu^ 
fweet pei^m : . but hark*e» fir, I would advi(e yoa 
to lay aiide that air of felf»fufiiciency, and behave 
iikej a man of fenfe i or at Uaft, wear the ap- 
pearance of one As foon as the countefs of 
Pepiniere comes hoine, your marriage articles fhall 
be figned. 

F i VALtiit, 
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7 A L £ R E. 

Fair and foftly^ if yoa pleafc, fir ; I am not yot 
idetermin'd. 

L I S I M O N. 

Not yet detcrmin'd 1 I fancy I fliall find a way 
to hx your refolution. T<^- morrow you ihall either 
be marry 'd, or difinherited; fo take your choice- 
There is no time to be lofl« I can tell you that. 

V A L E R E. 

But fir, I have a thought come into my head, 
^hich you, perhaps, may approve of: Yoo know 
chat Julia * ■ 

L I S J M O N. 

What, again '! if ever I hear you jnentlon her 
iiame to me once more - 

LICANDER. 
Do not put yourfelf in a paffion. 

L I S I M O N. 

Yoa are in the right; let us leave the room. 
[iTtf Valere.} Well, fir, you knbw my mind ; and 
avhat I have once iaid. Til abide by. 

[^EMunt Liiijnon and Licander. 

S C E N E IV. 

Enter P AS QJ3 I N. 

V At E R E, 

Was ever man &> unhappy as I juni 

PAS Q^U IN. 
Wae ev<er fo wretched aJiufband as.myfelf ? 

VALERE. 

An unforefeen obftacre breaks alt my rival's en- 
gagcments with Jnliai I know nothing of the 
matter ; and inflead of making the molt of this 
event, reconcile myfclf tp Angelica. How cr«3el a 
C4rcumftance! pasquin. 
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PAS Q^U I N. 

True ; foat what do you think of my cafe ? I 
find a ftrong inclination to beat my wife ; but dare 
not do it, tor fear of people's tongues. I want ta 
knock my rival on- the head ; and when we come 
face to face» I prove a greater coward than him- 
felf. 

V A L E R E. [Mufing,'] 

What (hall I do ? if I was to offer myfelf to Ju- 
Yi2L, fhe would certainly prefer me to a convent : 
bat then I fhould have my father^ the countefs^ 
and Angelica, all upon my back. 

PAS QJJ I K. [To bmfcl/.'] 

If I part from my wife, I (hall become the jefl 
of the town. If I cudgel her as fhe deferves^ I 
msiy kill her. If I kill her, I ihalf be hang'd . 

V A L E R E. 

What would you advife me to do, Pafquin ? 

PAS QJJ I N. 
What would you advife me to do, fir I 

V A li E R E. 

Did not you hear me I 

P A S QJJ IN. 
No, fir; what was you faying T 

V A L E R E. 

I was fpeaking of Julia. 

PAS QJJ I H^ 

And I of my wife. 

V A L E R E. 

Gonfttfion feize the rafcal ! what a perplexity aifi^ 
I'm 

PAS Q^U IN. 

Ah, my poor forehead, how it akes! 

V A L E R E. 

You damn'd fcoundrel ! if I hear you fpeak a 
word more relating to your wife. Til break ^very 
bone in your fkin !. * 

F 3 PAS^^IN^ 
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PAS QJJ I M. 
Very well s be it fo : Vll fay nothing more about 
her I but you cannot hinder tat from thinking* 
I hare a certain fcafibility that >. 

V A L E R E. 

Still harping npon the fame Uringj will yofi 
hold your tongue^ or not f 

• PAS QJJ I N. 

Well, well, you*ll have a wife yourfelf^ foon, 
and then you*ll know what it ii to 

V A L £ R £. [Offtrh^ fftriie bim.'} 

Hang.dog ! will you hear what I hare to fay ? 

P A S (iJJ I Ni 
I am all attention. 

V A L E R E. 

I have £x*d my refolution: I will not marry 
Angelica, and yet fhe ihalJ not complain of itj 
and confequently my father can have no room to 
find fault with me. 

P A S Q^U I Na 
And how do you propofe to work this miracle ? 

V A L B R E. ISfriAing httfirdntd.] 

I have it all here. 

P A S QU I N. 
Qh ; then, indeed, it moft be foraethiog more 
than common. 

V A L B R E. 

1*11 tell thee ; I'll go this inftant to Angelica, 
and acquaint her, that my father is refolvM we ihall 
be marryM this very night ^ and that I am ready to 
fubmit to his pleafure. 

P A S QJJ I N. 
Mighty we]]« 

V A L E R E. 

She will be delighted with the. news. 

FAsquiK. 
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P A S QU I N. 

PojEbly. 

- V A I. E R E. 

The more pleasM ihe feems with it,, the greater 
indifference 1 fltall fhew. Now, I know fhe is very 
nice and haughty^ My coldnef^ will doubtlefs 
pique her pride : ihe will fly out into reproaches ; 
call me bafe and faithlefs man ; with all the other 
pretty invedtives that fond woman has recourfe to, 
when difappointed in her defires, J, with a mor* 
tifying civility, will attempt to excufe myfelf to hcv. 
This behaviour will redouble her anger againfl me ; 
and in the firfl £eillies of her rage, (he will fwear 
never to marry me, and the fcene will end in a 
formal rupture. My father will fly into a paifion, at 
ir& hearing it ; bat I ihall foon pacify him, by con- 
vincing him the fault is not mine. Thus I Ihall 
get rid of Angelica^ and fly to the arms of my 
charming Julia. 

PAS QJT I N. 

Well, I muft confefs this is mighty prettily ima- 
gin'd. 

V A L E R E. 

I ain only appreheniive that Angelica (hould 
piffer her love for me to get the better of her re- 
sentment. 

PAS QJJ I N. 

I may, perhaps, be miftaken ; but I cannot help 
thinking that ihe feems to be very indifferent about 
you (ince your laft fally. 

V A L E R E. 

Coxcomb f fhe loves me only too- well, that's all 
my misfortune. You'll iee what trouble I (hall 
have to rid myfelf of her importunities, and bring 
her to a date of indifFek-ence. 

PAS QJJ I Nv [^uie.] ^ t. 

Here (he comes ! I ^m curious to fee the iCue of 
tkiifcene. F4 SCENE. 
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SCENE V: 

Ent€r ANGELICA- 
ANGELICA. 
1 have been ieeklng you, Vakre. 

V A L E R E. [To Pafquin, apde.'\ 

Yoti hear (he has been (eeking me ; does cKat 
look like indifference on her fide ? 

P A S Q^U I N. [Tfl Valire, ajide.l 

Patience.; and hear her out. 

ANGELICA. 
I have been maturely eonfidering oar reconcilt- 
asion ; and I think I perceive more of the impelfe 
«^ duty in it, than of- love. Am I deceived ?' or 
am I not I- Own the tntth : is your heart wholly 
mine ? or has not Julia flill a (hare in- it ? 

V A L E R E. 

And if unfortunately your fuljpicions ihould prove 
well founded, what would you do in that cafe, 
madam ? 

ANGELICA. 
I fhould, in the firfl' place, infill upon your owAr 
ing it to me fincerely. 

V A L E R E. 
And fuppofe I did ? 

ANGELICA. 

Why, then I ihould treat you with all the coa- 
tempt and indifference you could deferve, 

V A L E R E. 
I cannot believe you. 

ANGELICA. 

Not believe me \ 

VALIES. 
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V A L E R E. 

No; indead of that, you would load me with 
the mofl bitter reproaches ; and not only fo, but 
complain of me to my father, and then I ihould be- 
difinherited. 

ANGELICA. 

Yoo are much miflakeny fir ; I have lov'd you too 
well, ever to do yo« an injury ; and have too great a. 
regard to my own charaftef, to make affairs between 
us fo public. Even fuppofing we were to break en- 
tirely in confequence of your frank avowal, 1 woufd 
willingly take all your faults to myfelf> both for 
your intercA and my own reputation» 

V A L E R F. 

You want to draw me into a declaration, but I am* 
not fuch a novice ; xny prefent iituation is too deli* 
cate for me to run any rifk, by a too precipitate 
confefiion. My father infifts upon my marrying 
you this very night ; and iince he will have it fo,, It 
am determined to comply with his will. 

ANGELICA^ 

Since he will have it (b. 

V A L E R E. 

Do not, therefore, fay that I make any objec- 
tions : he is my father ; and I am fenfiblc of tho 
duty I owe him as a fon. 

ANGELICA. 

Well, fir, Tfliallnot put your filial obedience to 
fo fevere a trial ; I andcrftand you better rhari you 
imagine, and amcharm'd that Tknow your mindTo 
well : I fhall immediately go to your father, and 
tell him, that you have made known his intentions 
to me, and are ready to fubmit to them, but that I. 
am not djipos^d to g^vemy hand to yoo. 
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P A S QU I N* [To Valcrc, sfide.] 

Did not I tell yoa, that you would find veiy little 
trouble to get rid of her. 

SCENE VI. 

Enter COUNTESS. 
COUNTESS. 
Rejoice, rejoice^ my dear child ; I bring thee 
mod glorious news f I have jud gainM my law-fuir^ 
and yoa are now one of the bed fortunes in oor 

province. 

AKGCLICA. 

If I am rejoicM, madam, it is more on your 
accottiit than my own^ 

COUNTISS. 

I have jnft had a very advantageous match pre- 
posM to me, for yon, my dear ; and if I was not 
fo fir engagM with Mr. Lifimon and his fon, I 
ihould be tempted to actept'of it. The party wito 
offers, is a very agree&ble yoang man, almoft as 
well defcended as yourfelf ; has as handfome a for- 
tune as Mr. Valere, here ; and not to do him in- 
ya&'ice, to the full as good an underftanding. Bat 
oiice again, I fay, I am determined not to break my 
word, or put a reftraint upon your inclinatioDa. 

ANGELICA. 

The engagements between this gentleman and 
me, madam, are not {o drong, but I believe they 
may be eafily broken ; and as for my inclinationa^ 
I have fo . many reafons to think them ill placed^ 
that I ihall make no difficulty of recalling them^ 

COUNTESS. 

Are you ierions, my dear child ? 

ANGELICA. 

I am, I proteft to yoa« 

CRISPIN. 
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COUNTESS. 

i Why thiBft, ran Valcre, I (hall take my leave of 
you : make him a cortfey, make him a cartfey child, 
and bid him farewell once for all : And fo now» 
my good felf-fufficient fir, you inay difpofe of your 
little merit as well as you can, and may reft aflured 
we (hall not bid againft it. Your fervant, your 
fervant. ^Exeuftt Conntefs a;v^Angelica^ 

SCENE VII. 
P A S <iJJ I N. 

Well, well, you are rid of Angelica, or mora 
properly fpeaking, (he has rid herfelf of you ; wha( 
think you of your great power over her heart? In 
my opinion it is but vtry feeble. 

, V A L B R £v 

J muft confers my pride is fonottfl)e- mortified,, 
and if I was not io: eaamour'd of Julia, I would 
toon bring Angelica^ to; but the lofs of 'her 
gives me very litde uneafinefs, and I am fo full o£ 
my new paflion, that I have not leifure to be offended 
at the flight Aie has put upon me. 

PAS QJJ I Ki 

But if Julia (hould treat you as cavalierly, what 
opinion would you then have of your boafted merit I 
Would you not be apt to think you had fomewhat 
over rated it? 

V A L B R E. 
' 'Sdeath blockhead ! have you the infolence to 
fappofe that I can fail with Julia, when Ihe can no 
longer hope for Leander I 

P A S (^U 1 N. 

Why, upon my foul fuch a thing may happen. 
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V A L E R E. 

May happen f pretty eaough that ! What, do you 
think fhe is blind I 

PAS Q^U I N; 

No faith, I am aftaid (he's too dear fijghted; 

V A. L B R E. 

Zounds ! thfi rafcal affirds to be witty ! Hark ym 
mr. impertinence, if I take you in hand I (hall 
change yojar note.— ^But a propos here comess 
Julia. 

PAS Q^U^ r N. 
Then, I wiH retire. 

VALERE. 
No, fir ; I defire you will ftay here. I am wit- 
ling to convince you by ocular demonftratioa, how 
quickly I can fubdue a heart, that I once ihinfc 
worth toy while to lay fiege tQi 

FAS-QjriN. 

ycry well fir, begin the attack^, and FU affifl a$ 
volunteer. 

SCENE vni. 

&>tir J.U L I A a»^ N ERIN A. 

JULIA. 

Nerina, enquire if my uncle is come back yet, 

N ERIN A. 
The fervants told me he was come in, madam, 
and that he was in private con v^rfation. with Lean- 
der*s father. 

rwill go to him then'; for I am ' all. impatience 
lo'let him know my determination, and to gain his 
confovt, 

VALERE* 
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VA t E R B. 

May I ask what that, determination is, madam^l 

JUL I A. 
You may fir, and J will inform yovt that it is to 
xetire to a convent, and there end my days. 

V A L E R E. 

Retire to. a* convent ? Piih ! Yoa can sever have 
ibrmed fo.prepolleroas a deiign. 

N E R I IT A. 

Indeed ! indeed ! madam, you are going ttydo-yi 
very iilly thing. Confider you cannot leave your 
heart behind you, tho* you (hut up your perfon ; 
this heart is a woman's, in which there will always 
be the leaven of change, and fickleneis;. this leaven 
will foon, cornet your fine refoliuions,, give you. a 
diftafie to folitude, make you repent having left, the 
world, and earneftly wi(h to return to it again. Yqa 
was pafiionately fond of Leander, he was to have 
been your hufband ; but ap unforefi^en obftacle.pre* 
vented your union. Now, becaufe he has been filly 
enough to marry your mother, would you be fo 
mad as to die a maid ? In troth I don't think men 
are fo vtry fcarce 91 valuable* that a woman ihould 
renounce all thepleafures of life, beca.ufe ihehas 
been difappointed in one lover. Body o*me, yoa 
could do no more if the whole fpecies was extindt. 

JULIA. 
Xhe girl ha» centainly lofl her fenf^s, 

N E RI>r A» 

Nay, I think it is yon have Iql^ your finfcfs. 
See how the young Widows now-a-days behave, do 
they run and bury themfelves alive in a* convent, 
when they lofe tbeir huibands ? No, they weep, 
they tear their hair, they faint, they fwqai^to re- 
nAunce mankind for ever ; but all this bufUe is only 
•fbr fiUhion fake^ and the pretty creatures lay afide 

their 
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their 'forrow almoft as fooii^as they pat on their 

JULIA. 

. A corious panegyric on female confiancy I, 

N E R I N A. 

In fhort, madam, take my advice, begin to- 
.iveep, laaiem» and take on for the lofs of yoor 
lover, as Toon as yon pkafe ; bat ere long, you 11 
£nd the heart of woman is made to entertain 
more than ene gueft, and th^t dear variety h^ its 
bailing objedi. 

V A L E R E. 

Ntrina is certaily right, and I am conTtnc^d that 
yon have too moch good ^mfe and difcernment, 
not to know that there may t^ another man in the 
i^rorld, capable of comforting yoa for the lofs of 
Leander. 

JULIA. 

And who is this man ? 

y A L £ R B. 
Cauot yoa goefi i 

^ ' J IT L I A. 

Indeed no« 

V A L E R E. 

Sappofe myfelf? 

PAS QJJ I N. l^^.} 
So ! we have openM the tr«nches, bat I dread 
a vigorous fally. 

, Yott,.&» .:.;.. 

VALE RE. 

I flatter myftlf it may. 
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JULIA. 

Then you greatly deceiire yoorfel£ I would 
have a huibaDd whom I could love, and by whom 
I was beloved ; now Leander is the only man, I 
blufh not to declare it, with whom I could proroife 
myicif that^appinefs. As to you, fir, 1 muft tell 
you freely, that I ihould apprehend a different disfli- 
ny, was I yOur wife; you have too great an 
affeftion for yourfelf, to lore any one elfe. 

V A L E R E. 

I fwear. 1 vow, I bind myfclf by the moft facred 
caths, that yon Ihall be the only objedof tny future 
paffion. Yes, adorable Julia! I now fpeak what 
my heart dilates to mt ; a heart that takes pleafure 
in the (aorifice it makes yotn of a former flame, and 
rejeas, with indignation, the p9wer that Angelica 

had onoe over tt» 

JULIA. 

And my hearty fit^ as readily anfwers, that it is too 

* delica«e and eqtkabk to accept the vows of one 

falfe to a former love. If I had no other fault to lind 

with you but inconfian^^ that alone would be fuf- 

£cient &r me to dei^^ the oier y<Mi make me. 

PAS QJU I N. [Ta Vakre, j^.] 

Well fit, what think you ? This iame fiege is 
like 10 prove a toogh one. 

V A L £ R B« 

Madam, I can forgive thefe irft falfkt of a diT- ' 
appointed love, but when the neceffary tribute has 
been paid to decprum, yoo will do me more juilice 1 
take tkue CO refled. 

JULIA. 

As to me, fir, I iblemnly dedare, that the more I 
refieA on your fubje£t, the lefs difpofed I fhaU be 
to accept of your confolation. Follow me, Nerina, 
111 to my undei and take my leave this icftant. 
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PAS (IJJ I N. 

Thi» fame heart, fir, feems impregnable. - I ant 
ifcaid we ma& be obliged to raife the iiege,. 



S C K N E IX, 

Enter LEANDER «f^ CRISP! NT. 

J XJ LI A. 
Leander, what want you here ? have I not for- 
bidden you to appear before me again ? Do you 
come to renew my grief f Can you take a bar- 
barous gleafure in beholding my anguiih ? 

LEAN.DEa. 

NO) madam, do me not fo much . injuftice* 
Your grief is too much my own, for me to feek 
to augment it. I only come to defire» that, if yqa 
ever lov'd me with the tendernefs you. have ex- 
prefled i or have yet any remains of affedUon for 
me, you would, grant me one proof that I have to 
lequire of yoo« 

JV L I A^ 

AisLS V' wha^ further proof can yott-defire ? 

LEANDER. 

It is, that you will lay afide yoor intention of 
retiring from the world : that you will tear me from 
your heart, and referve the pofleffion of it for fome 
more happy and deferving man. 

PULIA. 

Ybu require an impoffibtlity V and I befeech 
heaven to punilh me in the moft- exemplary manner^ 
if ever I am any one^s but ybur*s. 

P A S QU I N. [To Valcre, afile.] 

There is our difmiffion in form ;. we, had beft re- 
tire. 

• • • ' ■ 
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VALE RE. 

Pafquin, follow me. ^dadaro, this is too great 
an ihfult for me to pat up with ; you will repent 
your raOioefs, you willy believe me ; but it will 
be coo late» I aflure you : . you maft never expe^ 
ta hear from me again. 

[Exit Valere am/ Pafqaio.] 

S C E N E X. 

L E A N D E R. [To CrifpioO 

Have yoa got every thing ready for my letting 
eatf 

CRISPIN. 
Yes, iir$ our horfes are faddled and bridled i 
but I don't think we need be in a hurry.. 

L E A N D E R. 
And pray, good wife iir^ on what may you found 
that conjediurcr 

CRISPIN. 

From a converfation I overheard jaft now* 

JULIA. 

A converfation ! between whom ? 

CRISPIN.- 
Between my maker's father, the gentleman of 
the houfe, and your uncle ; who was telling then» 
mod marvellous things relating to you. I heard 
all without being feen. 

JULIA. 
Well, but what was it concerning ? 

CRISPIN. 

Oh> fomething that will amaze you ! In the 
firft p]ace> 'yoar uncle faid, chat—— he was your 
uncle. 

L E A N D E R, 

Rafcal ! are you making a jeft of us ? 

CRISPIN., 



^ 
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C R I S P 1 N« 

WiH yon Ice me go on I 

JULIA, . 

Well, well, proceed. 

CRISPIN. 
As I 4v«s rajiBg, he is yoar nncle s bat, yoor 
nncle in fuch a manner, that, as a body may fay — 
yon underftand me ; by means of a great Italian 
nobleman who liv'd at Paris, and whofe mailer of 
the horfe he was — Stay I 1 am wrong — ^The noble- 
man I am fpeaking of had two daoghters ;. the one 
was marry*d ; the other was not. She who was 

marryM had » hufband, as you may fuppofe ; 

but die who was iingle, had one likewife, without 
any one knowing it, by happening to take yoor 
uncle's fancy. Now, it fb fell- out, that, that your 
vnde and your father were marry'd privately : by 
which means your aunt happens to be your mo- 
ther becaufe your firfl mother, who was not 

your aunt, happened to deceafe by death : and 
this is the very reafon which makes me think that 
we need not fet out. 

N E R I N A. 
A rery extraordinary ftory, this f 

CRISPIN. 
You anderftand me now, don't you I 

L £ A N D E R. 
I wi/h I may die,, if I can comprehend a fyl* 
table of what he has faid. 

CRISPIN. 
Upon my foul, nor I myfclf ! It is a deviliffi 
confused affair. I really thought it would have 
turnM my brain. But, hold ! thefe gentlemen here 
will explain it to you at once. 

SCENE 
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S , C E N E XL 
Enttr LISIMON 4«^LICANDER. 

L I S I M O N. 
Nothing, now, can pfevcnt your putting the il- 
miOiing hand to this bufineCt. 

LICANDER, 

I am rejoic'd, children, to find yon together. 

JULIA. 
Alas, fir I it will not be long. This is the laft 
conference we (hall ever haTc. You are, doubt- 
kfsa acquainted with the cruel misfortttne— 

LICANDER. 
Yes, I know the whole floxy. 

L £ A K D £ R. 

I waited your comingf fir> to take my final leave 
of you. 

JULIA. {Kjutfiwi i» Uam^r.] 
I have now only one favour to requeil of yoi% 
zny dearell uncle ; which is, not to engage my 
hand to any other peribn ; but to permit me to re«> 
tire to a convent. 

L I C A N D fi R. 
To a convent ^ no, so. 111 never fafier that : 
you (hall live with me, and be the comfort of my 
old age. 

N E R I N A. 
I am rais'd from the dead ! 

L £ A N D E R. 

It is my parting requeil, fir, that you will per** 
fid in that refoluuon. 

LICAXbESi.. 
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LICANDER. 
I andoabtedly dull ; you may depend upon it r 
nay more, I intend to provide a hulband for 
hec* 

JULIA. 

A hoiband for me ? 

L I C A N D E R* 

Mo(F certainly, my dear niece i and this very 
night. 

L E A. N D E R* 
For heaven's fake, fir, do not offer fo cruel a 
violence to her inclinations; it will be fufficient^ 
tha t -- — 

LICANDER. 

Very well, fir ; but do you know that I hare 
provided a wife for you too. 

L £ A N D E R» 

A wile for me ^ 

LICANDER. 

Yes, for you ! This gentleman and I have fet* 
tied the affair between us. 

N E R I N A. l4/ae,] 

HTa r ha ?' I find how it is to be. They are 
going to give Angelica to him, and Valere is to 
have my miftrefs. 

JULIA. 
If thefc are your intentions, fir, you will force 
me to the difagreeable neceflity of being ungratc-- 
ful, and of difobeying you. 

L rc A N DE R. 
No, Julia, you will prove neither ungrateful nor 
difobedient : on the contrary, you will joyfully re^ 
ceive th^ jgrfoa I defign for you. 

W L E A N D E R. 

Good heavens ! who can this be ? 

bl'CANOBR. 
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L J C A N D B Jl. 
Yonrfcif. 

t E A N D E R. 

Me? 

N £ R .1 N A. 

Hey dayi the feene is chang'd 1 

JULIA. 

lieander my httfband ! 
4r L I C A N D E R. 

Unlefs you rather chufe to retire to a convent. 

JULIA. 
Mod certainly no i bat how I can ever become 
the wife of my father-in-law ! 

L I C A N D £ R. 
Make yoorfelf eafy : he is no longer {o^ 

LEA N J> ER. 
Amazement 1 

JUX I A. 
Howl was not the baroness of St. Aubia my 
mother ? 

LICANDER. 

^o, as fure as that you are my daughter. 

JULIA, 

Your daughter! 

L I C A N D E R: 

Yes, my deareft Julia ! in me yon behold the 
perfon who gave yon life. 

JULIA. 
' i mffght indeed have known it, from that ten« 
dernefs with which you have always treated me. * ' 

CRISPIN* 
Did not I tell you, that this gentleman,, yoar 
ancle, had been privately marry 'd to the good la-r 
dy »your mother. 

LSANDER. 
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LEANDEIL 

I can hardly credit what I hearl and dread be- 
ing deceivM l 

L I C A K D E R. 

Recover from yo«r aftoDiftment, Leander, and 
^depend opon what t fay to be imdoabted fa^. I 
can qaickly convince yon of it by the recital of 
my adventores. For the preient, it is ftifficient to 
inform yon that Julia is my daughter ^ that yoa 
was never marry *d to her mother: and that the ob- 
ftacle, which has caus'd fo much affii^ion to both, 
was wholly imaginary, and will in no wife obftrud 
your mutoat happinefs. 

h not this word for word as I faid ? 

JtTLIA. 

Mow ihaH I fupport this joyfoi tranfition ? 

L £ A N D £ R. 

My aftonifbment ! my joyi Oh« Julia f I 

liave loft the power of utterance ! 

LISIMON. 

This tender <:oiifiifioA is more elaqaent thzn any 
thing you could have faid. We can ea£ly guefs 
what paiTes in your heart. 

L I € A N D E Hft 

Let OS ill and icnd for a aotaiy. 

L I S I M O N. 

^ And we will celebrate two marriages «t once i 
tliat of Iieander with Julia, and of €ny ion watb 
Angelica. 



SCENE 
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' t , ' 

S C E N ,E XII. 

Enter FAS QJCJ I N, oat of hreaih. 

Oh, fir ! I'm come to tell you the firaageft newdl 

L I s I M o N. 
What's the fliatter ? fpeak. 

P A 8 QJJ I N. 

Your fon, firi! 

LISIMOK« 

My Ton i what of him ? 

^ PA^sqjuiN. 

J« gone, fir ! 

L I SI M O N. 

'Gone.! whidier? 

PASQJJJN. 

Lord, iir:1 he don't know, nor I n e i the r j bat, 

^beiog in defpair at having left madam Angelica 

^he fecond time, ibr love of this lady here, who, 

HfteraH, wotild not lUlcn to his addreffcs, he tame 

^xi^ nowto tell methat he wats refblv*d X6 go abroad; 

fo fjnr — ^fo far, that yoa flieaM never hear of him 

ag^inr. 

Uohappy wretch.! I am Hany this incident 
%as troooled the general (atisfa^lion : but, however 

tlifagreeable it may be to me as a parent, I am re* 
"folvM that it (hall not hinder me from attending to 

the neceiTary preparations for the union of this 

couple. 

L f C A W D E R, 

We are infinitely oblig'd to yon for this kind 

attention : but thde preparations (hall not hinder 

us from doing our utmofl endeavours to reconcile 

Valerc 
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Valere to you ; and, if poffible, to prevail on Aii- 
gelica to receive his hand. 

L I S 1 M O N. 

Let us in then» To yonr endeavoars Til joiii 
my own^ notwithflanding he is fo little deferving of 
it. [^Exetati Licander, Lifimon, 

Leander, 00^ Julia.] 

S C E .N E the Laft. 

CRISPIN. 
So 1 my mailer's provided for : as to me, I Aall 
look out for fome pretty, tight wench, that^s likely 
to be a good breeder, and link myfelf to her for 
life; for I fhooldiDok«ipoa myfelf as anfwerable 
for fuffering the race of the Crifpinsto fsuL Come, 
Pafquin, let you and I i>e friends. I leave you in 
poiTeflion of the premiiTes, [Poatting to Kerina.] 
and promife, for the future^ never to trefpafs on 
your ground. ' 

N E R I N A. 
And^ if you will proxniie to lay aiide your filly 
jealoufy. Til ceafe to look upon you as a hofband^ 
and your treatment will be the. better for it. 

PAS q^V * N. 
• Give me thy hand upon the fame. I am now 
fully convinced, that h6 wh6 takes a wife, in this 
re£n*d age, ihouid determine to fee all» and fay 
Slothing. ^Exeunt,] 
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A C T I. S C E N E L 

HE ARTFREE and hlSlS^TT A meting. 

L IS ET T A. 

BLESS me! who do I fee? Mr. Heartfreein 
town? 

HEARTFREE, 
. Yes, Lifetta, it is even fo ; my good natuse has 
got the better of my inclination, and the inviting 
beauty of the feafon : the regard I iliU have for 
this Mer of mine, (^lotwithflandiitg the many 
pranks (he has playM me) and the interefl I take 
in every thing that concerns her, has determined 
me to quit my agreeable retreat in Champaigne, 
^nd once more viut Paris. I cannot help coniider* 
ing her daughters as my neices^ and earnelUy wiHi 

G 2 to 
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to fee them well fettled in the world, cfpccially the 
eldeft, who ftill remains unmarried, tho' &e is 
now on the wrong fide of twenty, a time of life, 
you know, Lifetta,at which every young woman is 
defirotts of a hu(band. 

L I S E T t A. 
Ah 1 brd lielp me, I am a living witnefs of the 
truth of that obfervation; I have my longings 
and my wants. 

HEARTFREE. 
Yes, yes, they are plainly to be read in your eyes, 
huffy :, but come, hew fares it with my dear Sophia ? 

LI S E T T A. 
Ah, fir ! (he's the darling of your heart, 
Hl^ARTFREE. 

Why, Imuft acknowledge, Lifetta, that (he is 
my favourite, and well fhe defervet it 5 flie is a pro- 
digy of wit and underflanding, and the moft com- 
pilable creature living; and then, with an inexfaaafli- 
ble fund of good nature^ ihe is jniftrefs of the mod 
exalted prudence and exquifite difcernment : in 
ihort, my Sophia wants only a little more beauty to 
be the mod perfect of her fex, and the a_d miration 
of all mankind ; but in this preverfe and iniquitous 
age, nothing will pleafe but outfide, and fo de^ 
praved is the tafle of the pre fen t times, that we fa- 
crifice every rational confideration to form and 
features. 

LI5ETTA. 
Very -true inded fir, Lord help us! nothing is 
minded now-a-days but a fine face. 

HEARTFREE. 
But is it not a (hamethat fo much merit flioold be 
<iirregardcd ! and that the amiable Sophia (houM be 
^icgleded for her fifter, who has nothing to recom- 
mend 
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xncnd her btit a bewitching fct of features, and who 
mars the gifts that nature haslavifhed on her perfon, 
by her infufferable pride and vanity ! Why, I warrant 
ihe would turn up her nofe even at a prince, if he 
was at her feet. 

L I S E T T A. 

And then, fir, what is worfe than all the reft, her 
fool of a mother (pardon me, fir, for the freedom I 
take with your filter) makes a perfeft goddefs of 
her ; flic may fay and do juft as ihe pleafes, and 
inftead of checking her for her pride, the old 
lady fecms delighted with her for it, while the 
meek and modeft mifs Sophia is continually feel- 
ing the cffefts of her ill humour and averfion, and 
is fcolded and fnubbed at every, turn, as if Ihe was 
not worthy to wipe her fitter's fhoes. In fhort, my 
heart's ready to break, wh^n I think^how that dear 
young lady is treated by them. 

HEARTFREE. [mf>ing bis eyes.} 

Poor Sophia I well, but how does (be bear all *■ 
this? 

L I S E T T A, 

Why, fir,with a patience beyond belief, and which, 
■for my part, I think Ihe carries too far : with a view, I 
fuppofe, to conceal what (he fuffers from the eyes of 
the world; but I, who know all that pafi^es in her 
heart,can plainly difcover, that this affeded calmnefs 
covers the moft better uneafinefs. 

HEARTFREE. 

This is the cafe in many a family befides our's ; 
one daughter is idolized, while the other has her 
fortune and peace of mind facrificed to a favourite 
filler, ril take care however this fhall not happen 
at our houfe -, my poor niece fhall be no longer made 
mifexalMe by any one. Go, lifetta, go this infiant, 

G 5 and 
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's^nd fend Sophia to roe ; tell the dear child » I wait 

with impatieace to fee'her. Very pretty doings 

indeed ! 

L I S E T T A. 

Oh» fir ! here my yoang lady comes. 

SCENE IL 
iWr SOPHIA. 

HEARTFR£E.[ Running, and catching ber4n bis arms, } 

My deareil Sophia, let me embrace thee ! hark'e 
me, girl, thy mother ys a wrong-headed woman, and 
I, like a good brother^ am refolved to fet her right, 

L I S E T T A. 

Ah ! Lord help me, (rr, you have undertaken a 
diiHcult tafk, I wi^ you may able to accompliih it. 

S jO T* H I A. 

Silence, Lifetta, or learn to fpeak more refpe£l- 
fully of my mother ; I mud not hear her treated in 
this manner. Is fhe to blame if my filler has been 
fo happy, as to render herfelf more agreeable to her 
than jne ? or (hall I voodenm that as partiality in 
her^ which is no other than the pure effefis of mater- 
nal tendernefs ? Befides^ does not tvtry one feem 
to applaud the preference (he (hews to my (Ifter, by 
their behaviour to as ? don't you fee that every cre- 
ture who vi(its here, pays the greateft court to my 
fifter, while they hardly take any notice of me, or 
at moft treat me with a cold civility ? to what end 
then (hottld I adert my right of elderfhip ? I am 
fenfible that I am born to pafs my days in oblcfinty» 
and am therefore refolved, withoot the leaft pique 
or refentment, to fubmit to tay fate, and Implicitly 
obey the will of heaven. 

HKARTFaf^lt. 
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HEARTFREE. 

The will of Heaven, qaoth'a I will you go about 
to perfuade me that it is the will of heaven, that a 
mother (honld abandon .herfelf to the dilates of a 
blind partiality, and while ihe lavithes all her fond- 
refs upon one child, exercife her authority over the 
other, only ta make her miferable ? No, no, 
rSophia,. I will never fuffer fo unjiiil a proceeding. 
Beauty is at beft bat a frail advantage, a periihable 
treafare, which may flrike us with admiration for 

a while, but presently lofes itft force. The gifts 

of the mind, the gifts of the mind, my girl, and a 
iweetnefs of dirpofitioii,are foperior to all the graces 
of the perfon ; and as their power is (bonded in 
reafon, it will always la&, and tnfpire oaalterable 
efteem. It is by thefe qualificatioAs thou haft ^ti- 
deared thyfelf to me; they .may talk of thy filler 
as they pleafe, f care not j the arguments thou 
vieft to excufe thy mother's condud, (hews 
the goodnefs of thy heart, but it only ferves to 
jnake me more angry with her, who can be blind 

to fo much merit. 1 am determined to get 

thee a good hofband out* of hand; tonight before to* 
morrow, if pot&ble. 

SOPHIA. 

Dear fir, there is no occasion for fo much hafte. 

L I S E T T A. 
Indeed, madam, but I think there is. 

HEARTFREE. 

It is a bufinefs that I have fee my heart opon^ 
and I will go this inftant. 

SOPHIA. 

Your goodnefs to me, iir, will only ferve to add to 
my fufferings. Dear fir, let me beg of you to take 
notice of my filler, appear defirous to fee her well 

G 4 provided 
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provided for, I am fure that is the beft way to 
iucceed. 

L I S E T T A. 
I believe you are risht in that» madam, bat then 
you know your lady Sfier, who, if poifibk, is fiiU 
vainer than her mother, will hear of nothing under 
the title of a dutchcfs forfooth, 

HEARTFREE. 

Ofadntchefs! 

L I S E T T A. 
Yes indeed, fir. Nay, I aflure yoa Jhe even en- 
tertains views of being a princefs, and fo far is fiie 
from making any fecret of this ridicolous piece of 
vanity, that %e is for ever talking of it. I know above 
twenty perfons that ihe has mentioned it to. 

HEARTFREE. 
Very fine indeed ! I fancy, my noble princefs, I 
ihall give you fuch a lefibn, as wiU make yon lower 
yoor topfails a little. 

SOPHIA. 
For heaven*s fake, moderate your pa£ion^ dear 
uncle. 

HEARTFREE. 
Let me alone, Sophia, I will not be at the trooble 
of coming all this way for nothing — The more I 
hear, the more I am confounded and afhamed ! how- 
ever, I fancy I (hall find a way to put a ftop to all 
thcfc extravagances. lam the head of the family, 
I think, and as fuch have a right to nfe my autho- 
rity with both mother and daughter. A niece of 
mine pretend to be a princefs indeed ! « 



SCENE 
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SCENE III. 

Mrs. H A U G H T Y appears at (me fide ofthftage^ 
ivhoMftens to the laft fart of this fptech^ and then 
enters in a pajjion, 

' Mrs. HAUGHTY. 

Hey day ! what's here to do ! pray, fir, what arc 
you interfering with ? 

HEARTFREE. 

Mighty well ! this is a curious beginning. Hark^e 
jfifter of mine, l^^gri/y.l 

Mw. HAUGHTY. 
Well, brother of mine. [/« the fame tone,'] 
HEARTFREE. 

Why, you carry it with a high hand methjnks. 

Mm HAUGHTY. 

I. carry it as I ought. 

HEARTFREE. 
Zounds ! madam, is this the manner yxiVL behave 
in to 

SOPHIA. [4fide to Li(ctta.] 

Oh f heavens ! they will quarrel. 

HEARTFREE. [To Mrs. Haughty.] 
Silence, madam, I will be heard. 

Mrs. HAUGHTY. 

And I will be heard too -, fir. What, are you come 
out of the country to a6t the lord paramount in my 
houfe ?- 

HEARTFREE. 

If I am not mafter here already, madam, I intend 
to be fo. 

G 5 Mrs* 
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Mr». HAUGHTY. 

Well, we (hall fee that. 

HEARTFRE E. 

Ves, madam, and vei^y foon too; vmMs yoo mend 
your condua greatly, I kooMr how to wake you 
.fmart for your ridiculous vanity j I would not have 
you imagine that I come here to pay my court to 

your idol. 

Mn. H A U G H Y. 
My idol, fir I 

H E A R T F R E E: 

, Yes, Mer, your idol. Don^t think to brow-beat 
me ; or you will have reafon to repent it, let me tell 
you ; I muft teach yon that a prudctot mother ought 
always to divtde her afFedioRs equity. 

SOPHIA. 

Dear Itf, kt me defiire you- . > 

HEARTFREE. [To Sophia.] 

Hold your tongue, child. ^To Mrs. Haughty.] 
I dcfire you Wcmld mend yourijthaviour, or , 

Mrs. HAUGHTY. [To Sophia.] 

I am finely leiIon*d here upon your account^ 
BKtbinks t 

SOPHIA. 

Upon my account, madam ? 

Mm. HAUGHTY. 

Yes, updn your account mifs ! 

HEARTFREE. 

No fuch thing, no fuch thing, you may thank 
yourfelf for it, fiSer.— •— What, have you quite for- 
got that you are her-mother i 

Mri. HAUGHTY. 

Would I could I 

SOPHIA. 
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SOPHIA. [MiUl^.} / 

Alas ! why, dear madam ? what have I done to< 
cHfpleafe you ? 

Mrs. H AtJ G H T y . {TurrnHg/rom her,] 

No matter; yoo do difpleafe me> and that's fuf- 
ficient. 

HEARTFREE. 
Oh I 2Ly ; that is a mighty good reafon, to be 

fare. 

Mrs. HAUGHTY. 

It is fo, 

HE ART FREE. 

Heark*e> filler ; a word with yoo^ if you pkafe* 

Mw. HAUGHTY. 

Well ; I hear you, fir. / 

HEARTPREE. 
I find that Polcheria has taken po&flion of your 
whc^e heart ; and that there is no place left in it 
for her lovely fifter— — 

Mrs.HAUGHTY. [Sctm/uMf.l 

Her lovely fifter, indeed I. 

HEARTFREE. 
Yesj her 4ovely filler I fay, once more! • 

Mrs. HAUGHTY. [Stteenagfy.] 

Oh, to be fare, fir ! you are quite in the right f 
evtry creature admires her ! 

HEARTf REE. 

If they do not, they ought ; her fider is hand- 
ibmer, perhaps, and fo may have a greater noipber 
of admirers ; but fhall I tell you^the reafon ? it is 
becaufe "there are more fools than wife men, that*^s 
the whole of it : and moll of your vifitors wh<> 
come to pay theif court here, are of that flamp. 
Btft as to me, I am an admirer of good fenfe, and 
can perc^ve Sophia's merit in its fall, force, and 

value 
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value her for her wit, underilanding, virtae, and 
goodnefs of heart ; and therefore do, from this 
moment, adopt her for my daughter, and leave her 
fitter entirely to you : Make a dutchefs of her, you 
have my confent j nay, you may make her a prin- 
■xefs, if you pleafe : but as to Sophia, I take her 
for mine, and demand her fortune out of yotv 
hands, to which I am refolv'd to add the whole of 
mine. 

The whole of your's, brother ! 
H E A R T~F R E B. 

Yes, fider ; I mean to fupply the place of a fa- 
ther to her, and fee her well fettled ; and that as 
foon as pojiible too, I can aifure you. 

Mrs. H A U G H T Y. 

And can you be fo unkind to poor Pulcheria ? 

HEARTFREE. 
Nay, nay, fifter, I only difpofe of myeftate, as 
you do of your affeftions. However, to convince 
you of my regard to juflice, I am not fo iixM in 
my refolution, but that it is in your power to alter 
it. I will give you time to recall your reaibn : 
get Pulcheria a hufband this very day. Out of re- 
gard to you, I am willing that fhe (hall have the 
preference of her elder fitter ; but obferve what I 
fay, if fhe does not this very day make choice of 
fome one of the fools who are dangling after her, 
to-morrow I will make over my whole eUate to 
Sophia, and by . this means give her a fortune 
equal to her merit. Do you hear this, fitter of 
mine ? I have faid the word ; fo now adl as you 
pleafe. 

Mrs, HAUGHTY. 

I will go and fpeak to Pulcheria, and be with 
ybu ag^in prefently, 

(lEARTPREE. 
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H E A R,T F R E E. 
Difpatch, then, and bring me back her anfwer • 
and according as that is, I fh^ll inftamly deter* 
"^^^^^ [.Exit Mrs. Haughty. 

' . ' HEARTFREE, 
Well, I think I h^ve humbled \itr pride at laft • 
and now we Ihall fee * 

SCENE IV. 

Enter DORIMANT, as not feeing jhm. He 
tualks affeaedly up to the gla/s, where he admires 
himfelf^ and adjufts his dre/sJ] 

Hey-day ! what powder-monkey have we here ? 

L I s E T T A, 
Oh, fir, this is one of your fair niece's adorers. 
A mere, fop ! a fribble ! ' 

HEARTFREE, 
What an affeded poppy it is ! 

L I S E T T A. 
A mere piece of clock-work ! his wit and his 
perfon arc both fquar'd by the niceft rules of art j 
and mov6 to exaft time and meafure. He is now 
bufy'd in fctting his hajr in order : when that is 
done, he will ilady his air and addrefs* 

HEARTFREE* 

The coxcomb ! 

SOPHIA. 
When he is quite fet in order, he will perhaps do 
OS the honour tp. take notice of us. 

L I S E T T A. 

Yon muft know, he is |ufl come to the poiTeflion 

of a large eftate, left him by his father and uncle. 

He is as rich as Crcefus, and as handfome as 

Adonis, if you will take his own word for k. He 

DOW 
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now (ighs for tke fkir Pukheriay and has the vanity 
to think fte admires him ; when» heaven knows, fhe 
hardly deigns him a iingle look. 

SOPHIA. 
Why> he certainly does not fee us, Lifetta. 

L I S E T T A. 
Dear, madam, are yoa furpriz'd at that ? he is 
too much engaged with his own fweet perfon, to 
have eyu for any one dfe. 

H£ARTFR££. 

See ! he begins to move. 

SOPHIA. 

I wondet if he will vonchiafe ib€ the honour of a 
word. 

SCENE V. 

DORIMANT. [After lunfing oi^ufied bis drefi^ 
comes a little fomfu&rd^ ^witbQui ih/^ing Heaitfree 
im^/ Sophia.] 

DORIMANT. 

Lifetta j a word with you. 

L J S £ T T A. 
With me, fir ! 

DORIMANT. 
Yes, child, with yo n ■ ■ ■ I s thb fair Pulcheriiito 

]>e feen ? * • 

L I S ^ T T A. 

She is with her mother, fir. 

D O R I M^ N T» 
Do they admit company ? 

L I S E T T A, 

I believe fo, fir. ^ 

' PORIMAMT. 
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DORIMANT. 
Ohy very well ; Iwiilwait upon thexn» then. [// 
going out, and returns.'] HearkV, Liietta j have I 
been enquir'd for ? 

L I S E T T A. 

No, fir, I really have not h^ard them enquire for 

any -body ; neither do I believe they wi(h for any 

oiie*$ company. 

DORIMANT. 

Not wi(h for any one, chlW ? why, yoo furprize 

me ! I thought my company might have been wifh'd 

for, at lead ! 

L I « 3B T T A. 

May be fo, fir ; but I aui afraid, if yoa thought 
fo, you HatterM yoBrfelf. 

DORIMANT. 

Flattered xnyfelf ? vuy pretty, that ! flatler*d 
joj&lf! 

L I S E T T A. 
Mod certainly, fir. 

©ORIMANT. 
A mighty filly wench, this ! Why, do you know, 
mrs. Abigail, that I would bett any odds, iny pre- 
fence is ihoft ardently defijed this very inflant ? 

H E A R T F R E E. [To Sophia, tfyWtf.] 
What a pttppy *tis ! will he favour jia ,witli a 
look, think you ? 

_^ DORIMANT. [To Uf<;tu.] 

What man is that ? 

L I S E T T A. 
Mr. Heartfi-ee, fin my old lady's brother. 

DORIMANT.. 

A country Yquire, If^ppQ^e; he has the air of 
9ne> acleaft. 

I,i»ftTTA» 
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L I S E T T A. 

Dear fir, fpeak ioftly; the gendeinaa will 

certainly hear you. 

D O R 1 M A N T. 

Poflibly — fo mnch the worfe for hina And 
that youg woman ; is not fhe Pulcheria's fider i 

L I S E T T A. 
To be fure, fir, 

DORIMANT. [Tah'ftg fimff.} 

I'm the lady's very humble fervant. 

L I S E T T A. 

Would you fpeak to her, fir ? 

DORIMAW.T, 
Who I, child ? lard, I have nothing to fay to 
her ! nothing in the world : make my compliments 
to her, however j d*yc hearf 

l^Exit } bowing coldly to- Sophia. 



SCENE 

L I S E T T A. 



VI. 



Ndw am I relay to die with vexation, at this 
fellow's infolenl contempt of you I 

SOPH I A, 
' 'Ani Maugh at it. 

LIS E T T A. 
Laugh ait it f 

SOPHIA. 
Laugh at it> Lifetta I ^ > « 

•'- • L I s E T T a; 

But madam— ^^-- — ^ 

SOPHIA, 
Pr'ythee, girl, would'll thou have me vex^tty- 
|elf> becaofe another, by her fuperior cbanns^ 

snakes 
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makes a conqneH of all the fops in Paris ? If the 
magic of her eyes is fach, as to fubdae the flioft 
noble and generous of mankind ; is it to be won- 
der'd that they triumph orer fuch giddy, thoughc- 
lefs creatures as thefe? 3eauty will Hill aflert its 
right ; and it is my bufinefs to fubmic to the will of 
nature. My iifter at preient eclipfes me,^ it is true ; 
my weak charms fade, and ficken in the prefence 
of her*s : but a time will perhaps come, when un- 
derftanding and good fenfe ihall take their turns to 
reign ; and when once my filler has left this houfe, 
fome generous mind, of the fame cafl with my own, 
may feel that for me by reflection, which is now 
paid to her thro* blind paifion Let us have pa- 
tience, then, Lifetta ; Pulcheria muft one -day be a 
wife : and the inftant the dreadful Tij has paHed her 
iips, farewell to all her boafled power ! her reign 
will then be afan end j and mine, I hope, will be- 
gin. 

HEARTFREE. [Emhracing 6er.} 

Spoke like an angel, my girl ! you make me 
perfe^ly in love with you. But now, Sophia, un- 
burthen thy poor heart to thy uncle : do ; there's 
my good girl. Tell me ; has not fome one found 
the way to gain thy affedlions ? fpeak the truth 
boldly : I know Lifetta is thy confidant ; let roe be 
fo too. 

SOPHIA. 

If I mud own the truth, fir, there is a perfon in 
the world who has gain*d my heart. 

HEARTFREE. 
Is there fo ? adad I am glad of it ; heartily glad 
of it : and yet I don't know why. Hut I have fome 
doubts and fears about me ; ha, Sophia f 

SOPHIA. 
On what account, dear fir i 

* 

HEARTFREE*. 
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HEARTFREE. 

Why, I don't know, I fay— I can't tell But 

yet, anethinks, I am afraid, left tby filler ihoald 
have robb'd thee of the heart of him thoa art fond of. 
He might, you know, my dear girl, be like the 
reft of his fex; blind, whimfica}, and fantaftical. 
O f" ■ Bat tell me^ doft thou chink he has a paflioa 
for her f 

S O P IT I A. • ? 

Ahs t it k bat too certain. 

♦HEARTFREE. [jttgril^,'] 

'Sblood ! what a bewitching baggage it is 

SOPHIA. 

Lifetta kno^s it as well as myfelf^ 

L I s E T T A, 
Yes, yee, I know it well enoagh ; it was bat 
yefterday that I had a provoking proof ef it— I 
took an opportunity, you muft know, fir, when I 
met him by liimfelf, of fpeaking of my young lady, 
here, in the manner that I think (he deferves ; and 
what I faidy ieem*d to make a gfeat impreffion oa« 
him. Bat alas ! the tables were foon turned ; for 
jaft as he was beginning tQ^ launch forth in her 
I>raifes> in came her fiftei*, and .th^n- 'twas all 
over. Our warm lover no fooner caft his eyes ^ 
upon her, than he flew to> Ker ; and would not (d 
much as ftay to hear me fay a word more. 

HEARTFREE. [In a pajpon.'] 

The forcerefs ! fhe (hall leave this • houfe in- 
ftantly. This is a fevere trial to thy tender heart, 
my Sophia ! Bat tell me ; who is this too happy, 
ungrateful lover ? Is it the counfcllor ?■ ■■ or the 
Other fellow— ^i-the civet cat we faw here juft^ 
now i 

SOPHIA. 

Sir ! heaven's prefcrvc me from fuch a wretch !* 

No> 
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No^ fir; it muft be a more worthy objeiSV— for 
whom my heart — 

HEAR TF REE. 

Why thou haft dready prepoflefsM me in his fa- 
vour I Pr'y thee, what's his name ? 

SOPHIA^ 
You know him, fir. 

'^P HEARTFRKE^ 

c I know bim ! who Is it ?; 

I SOPHIA. 

The marquis of. BeUfpnd, fir. 

HtARTFREE. [DandMg.^ 

To! lol de id. The marquis of Bcllfond ? 

SOPHIA. 

The lame. 

H£ ARTFR2E. 

Well ; I never was more pleasM in all my life. 
Why I have doncf thy bufintfs, giji, without know*^ 
.fegk! 

S O P H I A^ 

How, dear fir ? 

HEARTPREE. 
How ? why the marquis is my intimate friends 

L I S E T T A. 
Ay ; this is as it (houki be. 

MEARTFREE. 

My neighbour ? 

L I S E T T A. 

Better ftill. 

HE ARTFR E E. 

You moft ttnderftaod^ that knowing his merif, 

and the many excellent qualifications he is endowed 

%ith, I have for fome time caft my eyes upon him, 

as a perfon, whofe alliance could not but do us the 

greateii 
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greateft honour : and in fhorc, Sophia, I have ac- 
tually propofed thee to hiin< 

S O P H I A. [Impatiently.'] 

Well, dear fir — and how — what did he fay ? 

HEARTFREE. 
Nothing. 

L I S E T T A. 

A very obliging anfwer, truly ! 

HEARTFREE. 

But I fee into the bottom of all tbfs : that flut 
thy fifter has bewitch'd him ; and being in feme 
dottbt of the fuccefs of his paffion, and perhaps 
not quite difpleas^d with my propofal, he has a 
mind to fhelter himfelf behind a cold complaifance^ 
fo as to be at liberty to a6l as circuroilances may 
turn out. 

L I S E T T A. 

It may be fo, indeed. 

HEARTFREE. 

However, this will foon be clear'd up; yonr 
£fter7 you know, muft determihe one way or 
Another this very night : -if (he takes the marqois, 
well and good ; we &all find fomebody elfe to (ap- 
ply his place. 

SOPHIA. 

Excufe me, dear fir, if my intentions differ from 
your*s ; but I am determined, if I cannot have the 
marquis, to retire for ever from the world, and 
pafs the remainder of my life in a convent. 

HEARTFREE. 
Fair and fofdy, niece ; you feem rather too hafty 
in your refolves : young women often find them- 
felves miferably deceived in a choice of this fort. 

SOPHIA. 

Pardon, fir, this frank and open avoWal } but I 

look 
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.|^k t^on the marqais in fo exalted a light, that 
iaJ^Mc m\i& erer hope to focceed him in my heart. 

L I S E T T A. 

To be fare he is the mott accomplifliM young 

gentleman in France, and the only one that I know 

deferving of fach an excefs of tendernefs} but, 

•flcr ally I think '-— — , 

HEARTFREE. [Seeing Newland, wJbo affears 

at the farther end oftheftage.^ 

What man is that ? 

L I S E T T A. 

Oh, fir, he's another of oar fighing fwains ! A 
rich afurer. 

HEARTFREE, 
An afurer, and fo young ? 

L I S E T T A. 
As you fee ; but then he wallows in money ; and 
is withal fweet.temper'd, polite, prudent, and has 
not a grain of pride about him. - 

HEARTFREE. 
Prudent he may be, bat as to fweet-tempered and 
polite, 1 believe he is the only one of his profeffioa 
rbac has a title to fucha chara^er; I cannot con* 
ceive how an ufurer can be v«ry polite. 

L I S E T T A. 
And yet nothing is more true, as you will have an 
opportunity of convincing yourfelf prefently, for I 
perceive he fees us, and is coming this way. 

SCENE VII. 

Enter NEWLAND. Who, after bonving 'very 
refpeSifuIiy to Heartfree and Sophia, turns to^wards 
•Lifetta. 

NEWLAND. 
Pray, mrs. Lifetta, could I fee madam Haughty ? 

LISETTA. 
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L I S E T T A. 

I believe fo, fir. 

NEWLANEL 
Becaufe I am come to. hear my fate from lier 
lips. 

HEARTFREE. I4fid€ to Sophia.] 

S09 fo ! he makes love to the mpther, I foppc^e, 
to get at the daughter. 

SOPHIA. {Uugbing.'\ 
Ha ! ha ! ha ! an excellent method. 

HEARTFREE. {To Newhnd,] 

111 lOy (O^iotfm, good fir, .yoaai« come hither oa 
a kind of fleevelefs errand. 

N E \f L A N D. 
Aad why fo, pray,, good fir ? 

HEARTFREE. 
Becade, fir, my fiAer is a fool, and tny niece a 
greater, you may take my word fbr it, fir. 

N E W L A N D. 

I prefum^f fir^ you are mr. Heartfree. 

HEARTFREE. 

The very ikme, fir,one who it a fworn enemy to 
vanity and pride, and who, to 'his misfortune, has 
a mad woman for a ^^tt^ and an infolent hufly for 
-a neice. 

NE WLAND. 

• 

Dear fir, fpeak in fofter terms of fo accompliOied 
^a beauty as the fair Pulcheria, whom it is fafficient 
to fee, and be for ever eiidaved. She is fomewhac 
haughty, it is true, but then fhe is worthy to rule 
over the univerfe, and therefore certainly fhe may 
be allowed to fet a proper value upon herfelf. 
Befides, her very pride has fomething fo enchanting 
in it, that her lovers hug their chains without mur- 
muring. Thefe, fir, are my thoughts of the lady. 

HEARTFREB. 
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HEARTFREE. 
I heartily wiAi you joy, fir, of yoor opinion ; if 
:ilibniiffion can have any merit wfch her, 1 am fare 
>jhe ought to be perfe^ly fatjsfied with you, and 
reward fo very hiunble an admirer* fine hark! 
^rhat noife is that ? 

L IS ETTA. 
Oh! it is count Lofty, one whom yon will not find 
•quite fo modeft as this gentleman. 

SCENE VIII, 

Enter COUNT. 
C O U tl T, [To Newland.] 

Hey day ! what, do I find yoa here again ? have 
I not told you over and over, that you are 
hated, deceived in this houfe; and yet you will ilill 
wade your time in dangling after a perfon that can- 
not even bear the fight of you. Pr*ythee friend take 
my advice, pack up your awls and begone. The 
fair Pulcheria, whofe fpirit is equal to her beauty» 
is to be won only by a title, and I have half a fcore 
to lay at her feet, and what haft thou to offer ? thy 
bags,Ifuppofe; but let me tell you,]ittlecent. per cent, 
that he has very (lender merit, wKo has nothing bat 
his mofity to boaft of. 

NEWLAND. 
I am entirely of your ]ord(hip*s opinion ; but^ with 
permiffion, I apprehend a great eltate may make 
up for the want of title, or even birth, proVtded 
that it does not peryert the heart or underilaiiding, 
and is only made ufe of as a means of living with 
. more credit in the world, and tho' the pofTeiTor 
may not be able to boaft a long line of noble an- 
ceilors, yet if he fhews himfeif worthy of foch a 
podigree, he is certainly more to be valued than the 

man. 
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man, whd has only the empty honour of being 
highly defcended, without one virtue to adorn the 
noble flem he fpung from. 

HEARTFREE. 
Excellently anfwerd, by Jove ! 

COUNT, [lit an a/^fy tcne.^ 

MaHer Newland, you talk now in a flile that 
I am not accuAomed ro. 

N E W L A N D. 
I only fpeak in general terms, my lord ; I hope it 
cannot be conftrued as an offence^ that I maintain 
my own opinion againft your's. 

COUNT, 
Hark ye, my friend, you may have lent me 
money perhaps, when I had a preffing call for it i 
but I would not have you prefume too much upon 
that trifling circumftance. I am now on the point 
of being married,, when I fhall be able to clear my 
cftate i but I would have you know, do you ob- 
ferve me fir i that little infignificant money lenders, 
like you, are madetofupply the wants of perfons of 
quality, like me, and furunilh them with whatever 
they may pleafe to alk. 

N £ W L A N D. 
Really, my lord, this is a privilege of peerage I 
was not acquainted with before. 

COUNT. 
Well then, now I teach it you. Lifetta, are they 
vifiblc within ? 

LISETTA, 

Yes, fir. 

COUNT. 

Oh, very well Then I (hall quit this place, 

{To NeWland.] but hold ! a word more with yon 
fir, before I go. — Do you fuppofe now that this 

woman 
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woman and her daughter will faffer me to flip thro* 
their fingers, if they do, I am much miflaken. 

N E W L A N D. 

J\fld poflibly you may be miflaken ! * 

COUNT. 
Miflaken ha ? me cniftaken \ 

N E W L A N D. 
Yes, you. — Every man has his merit, you build 
open yoar^s, and I do but follow your example. 

COUNT. [Slapping him on the JbouMen.l 

Poor fellow 1 faith I cannot help pitying thee ; 
hxxi come along, I'll prefently (hew thee thy folly 
•in attemptii^ to rival me. 

[Exeunt Count and Newland« 

SCENE IX. 

LI SETT A. 

There they go both in a firing. 

HEARTFREE. 

Ay, ay, away they go, as you fay^ pod hade to 
Pulcheria, without faying a fingle word to my poor 
Sophia. I am quite weary of all this, I can bear it 
no longer ; V\\ go find out the marquis, and- 

S O P H I A» 
Good heavens! here he comes» how my heart 
flutters !— What fhall I do ? 

HEARTFREE. 
Take courage, my girl, the marquis is young 
indeed, but he is a man of fenfe. 

LIS ETTA. 

It may be fo, fir, but your men of fenfe are as 
often miftaken as others. 

Vol. II. H hiartfreb. 
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HE A RTF REE. 
W/elL well, Lifetta, I am ilill of qplnion So{Aim 
ivlU have him inilead of her fifter. — But here he la. 



S C E N E X. 

Eater M A RQJJIS. [Hearfree rufu to embrace bim^ 

^E ARTFREE. 

My dear.marquh, 1 am overjoyed to fee yoa, I 

-want to have a little private converfation with yea, 

in which I hope we fhall underfland.each other to 

€ur matual fatisfa^on. — ^Why^ you feem abfent^ 

MARQUIS. [ConfyjffJ.] 

Exciife me^.mr. Heactiree« I— -—I— ^— . 

HEARTFREE. 

Ay no«(, I fapp^fe yotf are all ixnpatieoce to iee 
my niece Pulcheria. 

MAR <iy I s. 

I maft confefs, mr. Heartfree, her eyes have eo- 
flaved me ; and io fpice of all my endeavours^ I can- 
not help loving her. 

HEARTFREE. 

Wodd yOB wifii to help it then ? 

MAR Q^U I S. 

Yes, fir ; I now fpc^k without the leaft difguile. 
I am fenfible I ought to do juHice to the fuperior 
merit of her fifter 1 my reafon tells it me every 
hour. 

SOPHIA. [CMU^.] 
Our (hearts ;yoa know, fir, (hould always guide 
our fentiments, and .when love (peaks, j'eafon fhoold 
be filenc. 

M A H QJU J S. 

Alas ! madam, I experience the truth of w!hat 
yott fay but too ftrongly ; I do not pretend to con- 

ceal 
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xek\ my weaknefs ; { am the dope of a blind paiTion. 
"Forgive me, -madain, I bloih to appear (b mean in 
yoar eyes ; bot if the mod perfedt eileeniy the moft 
iincere regard ■■' 

SOPHIA. [SmiHng.'i 
Dear fir, yoo are walling, the precious moments 
that might be fo much more agreeably employed. . 
Yoar rivals are within, marqais, do not lefe your 
time in compliments upon me ; but begone, and 
make the moft of that merit heaven has blefled you 
with ; lay your pretenfions at my (ifkcr's feet, who 
is now about to make choice of an hafband, and 
who certainly cannot be fo loll to all underftanding, 
is not to give the preference where it is fo joAly 
due. 

M A H QJLT I S. [Loohftg tenBerf^ at berfirjome ttme,^ 

It muft be fo ! fpite of myfelf I am forced td 
obey yon. Heavens ! how much reafon have you 
to hate and defpife me^ but what am I faying ? I 
injure you jo fufpe^t yon of fuch weakness I do 
not deferve you fhouki throw away a thought opon 
me. 
{Exitf turningiack enferynofwaitdihtHH ^^i^Sophia* 

L 1 S E T T A, 
Away with you ! 

S C E N E XL 

H E A R T F R £ £. 

^KHiat ! is lie gone, without hearing me fpeak ? 

L I S E T T A. 

Is this yoar perfon of fenfe ? the man*8 a nata- 
rail 

HEARTFREB. 

But fee4 he returjis ; and with himj hh two ri- 
Yais, 

H Z <OPHIA» 
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SOPHIA. 

' Then I fiippofe my filler is aot far off. 

L I S E T T A. 

Her mother is bringing her, I fee. 

HEARTFREE. 

Oh» then, matters are fettled, perhaps ; and we. 
ihall fee what choice (he has made, 

L I S E T t a; 
None of them, I think, look over a&d above 

fatisJBed. 

SCENE XII. 

Enter Mrs. HAUGHTY, PULCHERTA, 
DORIMANT, /^^ COUNT, Mr. NEW- 
LAND, anJtJbe MARQIJIS.'} 

Mw. HAUGHTY. 

Well, brother, I have acquainted my daughter 
<wiih what you faid. 

HEARTFREE. 
And pray, in favour of whom may her goddef- 
{^p bave^jdeclared at laft i 

N E W L a N D. 
Each of us, fir, has, in his turn, endeavour^ to 
prevail on the lady tp determine oor fate, but to no 
purpofe : fire anfwers us only by filent difHain. 

HEARTFREE. [To Mrs. Haughty.] 

So thefe are the fruits of your remonibances 1 

Mrs. HAUGHTY. 

She cannot be prevail'd on to fpeak; 

HEARTFREE. 

Let me fee if I cannot make h&r find her tongoe! 
Heark*e, miftrefs i I in&ll upon it that you in- 
ilantly — ■ ■ 

;. . PULOHfiRM. 
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PULCHERIA. IHMgttify,} 
Sofdy, if yoQ pleaie, £r } there id no occafion to 
bawl quite fo loud. ^ 

HEAR TF RISE. 
Hb ! what do you fay ? 

PULCHERIA. 
I fay I hate a noife ( it is infupportable to me t 

HEARTFREE. 

Sweet, tender chicken ! how delicate ihe is i 

PULCHERIA. [To Mrs. Haughty.] 

My ancle is a wit, madam » and I never knew.it 
before j bat if yon have any loye for me, defire 
bim to lower the tone of his voice a little. 

Mit^ H A U G H T V. 

,My dear brother—-*-^ 

H£ARTFR££. [Mimicking her.l 

Wtll, 4ny dear ^^ter. 

Mil, HAUGHTY,, 

Be fo kind to 

fit A RTF REE. 

To do what ? To give way to her impertinence I 

PULCHERIA- 

Oh, theroflit! there's no bearing him! Imuft 
^pax the room. \Going,^ 

HE AKTTKZ^. [Holding her^J 

' Stay a little, if yoa pleafe ; I maft have a word 
•r two with yoa frf! : Let us come to the point — 
to the point I ' 

Mrt. !H A U is H T Y. 

For God's iake, brother, behave with more civility^ 

HEARTFREE. 
Very well, then. — ■ [Ht fulls off bis bai^ 
bowit <iMrj re^fe&fuify. fo Pakheria,. and address ber 
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in a thioirical totu] Divine Palcherid, deign t# 
liear me fpeak : Permit your uncle, with all humi- 
lity, to befeech you to be foniewhat lefs imperiout ; 
to lay afide that air. of pride and difdain, and to 
condefcend co a little complaifance. To mine, yoar 
Hiother jjoins btr fuppliant voice, not daring to re- 
quire obedience- from you ; heaven*s forbid !r— No ; 
flie is ready to cafl herfblf at your ibet, and join 
with me in imploring yoQ, adorable mifirefs of all 
hearts,, to make a choice^ and for cmce declare- 
your high pleafure. \7urmng to Mrs, Haughty ] 
What think y«u ? will this ft'ile pleafe hex lady- 
fl>ip ? 

P U t C H E R rA. 

Wits are- always fond of (hewing their parts 2 
wltnefs my uncle. Let him be angry or pleas'd ; 
let him fcold or joke» his converfation is always 
io entertaining ! Pray go on, fur Talk in what- 
ever ftile beft pleafes you ,\ you may depend opoa 
it, it will divert me extremely. 

HBARTFREE. 

Zoonda, madam I do you make a jeft of me ? 

PULCHERIA. 
I only fellow your good example, fir, 

HE ART FREE,. 

What an infolient minx it is ! Is thu 




you owe to your unde, mifs ? /r 

FULCHERIA. ^'' 
When you fpeak with civility, fir, Ifliairanfwer 
you with rel^eA. 

HEARTFREB. 
'Sdeath, madam i let us make an end of this 
affair, one way or another. 

PULCHERIA. 

Now there you are wrong again, fir : ao authft- 

litative 
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ritative tene will never do with me ; it only^-makes 
me treat the perfon with more difdain : fo prajr 
mind for the future, that it is what 1 can by n^ 
means bear. . 

H E A R T F R E E. [To the eompany.'} 

You fee, good folks, the adihirable efFedls cf 
education.-^— [7*^ mrs. Haughy.'\ This is a m)ble 
monument of your wife conduct, £fter! 

Mrs. HAUGHTY^. 

Brother, you have no reafon to complain of my 
eondu^ f Pulcheria has* a great (hare of prudence 
and good fenfe ; and thefe qaaliiicacions jnay very 
well warrant hei: to be a little proud. Beiides, that 
very piide you condemn, will always oblige her to 
aA with virtue and difcretion ; fo that you fee, my 
wiie bxoiher, I have brought her op properly. 

HEARTFREE. 
Oh, moft admirably f as thtfe gentlemen are 
xeady to witnefs, I dare fay ; who cannot biit think 
themfelves prodigioufly oblig*d to you for the efire^s 
of your great care. 

Mrs. H AUGHT YJ. 

A truce with your wjU fST hf^^K- ^^^^ •' 

Wni 'fo€' give me leave, then, madam, to afk 
you, if you have informed mifs Pulcheria of my 
iftteation I' . . 

Mrs. H A U G H T O N. 

I have, fir. 

HEARTFREE. 
What, then, prevents her making a choice ? 

PULCHERIA. 

I mail defire, with your good* leave and liking, 
^r> tacoafider oi^ it at my leifure. 

G 4 BBARTFREC. 
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HEARTFREE, 
At your leifure, ha I Determine in dandy, or J 
diiinherit you. Conilder the merits of thefe four 
gentlemen, and fix upon him that you think will 
beA fuit you, or 

DO RIM ANT. [To Pirlcheria.] 

You cannot furely but approve of me, mifs^ 

PULCHERIA. [Difdainfuily.] 

Of you, fir ? 

D O R I M A N T. 

Of me, madam ? Why, it is an honour I may 
afpire to^ I prefume.^ 

PULCHERIA. 
Upon what pretentions, pray I 

D O R I M A N T^ 
Upon fuch as 1 think of great weight, 1 afTure 
you. 

PULCHERIA. 

May be ib j but i am. not ac<|uaiDted with them.. 

DORIMANT« [Mayngbifafowlfow.'} 

You do me honour, madam ; but fince my hopes 
appear fo very prefumptuous in your- ladyihip^s eyes, 
pray what may be my fault ? 

PULCHIfRIA. [C^lefifyJ 

You don't pleafe me. 

DOjtiMANT. 
I don't pleafe you ! may I be fo bold to flfic the 
reafou ; for I long to know it, methinks. 

PULCHERIA. 
Why, if you mud have it, I think th^re is fome- 
thing very ilovenly in the drefs'of you gentlemen of 
the bar. 

DORIMANT. 

There are thofe, however, madam, to ^om I 
do not appear fo very (hocking. 

HSAHTFUEI. 



TBe StSTtKS. trr 

HBARtFREE. 

So mttch ibr the !&w. Now for the money -bag^w 

PtJLCHERIA. 
The money-bajs ! oh« horrible f 

HEARTFREE. 

Hey ! what's the matter now ? 

PULCHERIA. 
' The matter^ indeed I what, I an ufurer's wife ! I 
fhould be glad to know how long a money-bag; 
kas been a title. 

• * 

HEARTKREE. 

What better one would you have ? 

PULCHERIA. 

Ob, for hcateii*8 fake, calk to me no more upoiv 
that head i 

N £ W L A N D. 

Confider/ madam, I have that which will pro* 
care both rank and ^lendory if I pleafe. The man 
who has money, hath all things, fays the poet v 
and my fortune is fuch, as may fatisfy your moil 
extenfive wiihes. You know ybur empire o'er niy 
heart: my wealth is your's, Command it as you 
pleafe. In a word, I can offer yotr every advantage 
but that of birth. We too often fee nobility wcddedf 
to indigence ; and pompous titles, deftitute of means 
to fopport them, are- but poor comforts. True 
greatnefs confifts (if I underAand it right) in being, 
able to procure all we wi(h. Now riches will pur- 
chafe every-thing 5 and confeqoently the money'd 
Kran has only to wi(h and have. 

PULCHERIA. 

But I moft tell you, iir, that t fet na valae upon 
what is to be parchas'd» 1 Kkc honours, and I 
like wealth ; bot either, alone, has no charms fof ' 
me : befides, I cooid lierer bear a gentleman of 

H 5 'yefterdayy 
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yeflerday. A woman who makes an alliance be* 
neath herfelf, is for ever reproachabte ;• and I an» 
fure, if it was to be my cafe, I could never farvive 
the ihame. 

HEARTfREE. 

So ! two have already got their difcharge. 
Count f it'i yoar turn next. 

PORIMANT. [ToNewUnd.] 

Let ns day and fee the end of tbis comedy; 

COUNT. 

The happy moment ts now come,, in which all 
my wiflies will \i€ crownM. — Nor is it the lead of 
^y )^y» that my difcarded rivals will be witneiles 
to my triumph. Hear, then^ ye haplefs lovers, 
hear me declare, that to-morrow fball unite two 
hearts form'd only for each other. Yes, loveijn 
Pulcheria, tomorrow will tie the knot that i» to 
make ci» both for ever bleft. . 

PULCHERIA. 

And pray, fir, who told you fo ? 

C o u jr T. 
Thofe eyes, my charmer ; thofe lovely melting, 
eyes, whofe tender glances plainly difcovec the in- 
Wreft I have in your heart : befides, have you not 
hanifh'd my rivals ? what greater proof can I defire^ 
of your affection, and of your readinefs to refign. 
yourfelf to me ? 

PULCHERIA* 

You are wondrous hafty, fir, in your condnfion. 
Is there no one but yourfelf remaining for me to 
make choice of as a hufband ? 

COUNT, 
But do I not know your delicacy, charming 
maid ? on that I build my hopes ; on that I reft my 
a^rance. Can you make a more fuitable choice 2 

PULtHBtlA. 
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PULCHERlAi 

Mod certainly I can»'fir; acid I have already 
told you To, more than once : bat the high opinion 
yoa entertain of yoorfelf, has made you confident 
of being lov'd by me, m fpite of all I could fay to 
the contrary : and, in- return, I am now refolv'd 
to undeceive you whether you will or no $ and 
to convince you, beyond the poflibility of a doubts 
that you have not the leaft intereft in my heart. 
Therefore, once for- all, ts^ke it from me, that if 
I make a choice, it certainly will not faU upon 
you. Thus far, luhink, I have:- explained myfelf 
pretty dearly. 

COUNT.. 

Yes, really, madam ; your, compliment is pcr^ 
§t&ly intelligible ; it does not Hand in need of the 
leaft comriient. Yoa expedl, I fuppofe, fome 
moornful effedls of this your cruelty to your hum- 
ble flave ; fuch as fighs, groans, reproaches, tears, 
and bitter wailings : and that, in defpair at my 
diimiffion, I (hould, the indant I leave your pre- 
fence, put an end to a life that I, am no longer 
permitted to pafs at your feet. But know, too 
Jiaoghty fair one, that I mull beg to be excofed 
Aom giving thefe tragical proofs of the fincerity 
ef my paflion : and Jhall leave to thefe gentlemen, 
whom yx>a have driven to defpair- by the feverfty 
of your refufa],.the uncontefted honour of making 
a figure in hift'ory, by fo glorious an exit. As to 
mylelf, little ambitious of fuch diftinguilh'd fame, 
ihftead of becoming, the vidtini of your cruelty, I 
ihall endeavour to feek for comfort elfewhere 2 and 
fot madam, lam your mofi obedient, humble fer- 
vant. ToC= lol, deroL [Exif /ngifig,] 
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S C E N E XllL 

D O R X M A N T. [Tc Polchcria.] 

As for me» madam^ I willingly reUoqoifii mj 

fiiare of the honour the count left to me ; and 

flatter myfelf I fiudl fiQd a more gentle remedy /(^ 

my iufferings. [^-wV. J 

S C E N E XIV. 

N B W L A N D. 
I, madam> never entertained a very high opinion 
of myfelff and therefore am not in the leait furpriz'd 
^t being rejeded by you ; bot I was in hopes my 
great riches might have engaged you to declare in 
my favour. This was the only merit I had t» 
.plead ; and it has its Ibrce with others, and thofe 
of the moft exalted rank too : but, fince I find 
you think yourfelf infulted by the offer, and treat 
my pretentions with difdain and contempt, I fhali 
transfer them to another, who may poiiibly fet a 
greater value upon them. And fo, madam ^ I take 
my leave. [j^xit.J 

SCENE :jjv. 

HEARTFI^IE. ' 
There go three, befides three thoufand others, 
who have fepaid your infolence with the contempt 
juftly due to it. Now, let u» fee if the marquis 
will (hare the fame fate with the reft of his rivals : 
or, perhaps, you have reierv'd your hand for him. 
Come, do you think yoqxan prevail upon yourfelf 
to accept a perfon of his.^ank? — Think ferioufly — 
will it not be too« great a conceffion in your high 
mightinefs ? .^. 

rULCHBRIA* 
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P U L C H £ R I A. 

Uncles let Qs lay afid^ raillcny. If tliere ever 
was a man that could pleafe me» it if the mv^^w^ 

SOPHIA. [4fde.2 

JuA heavens \ what a wretch am I > 
P i; L C H E R I A. 

Bat, call me proud, and vain> or what yon- 
pleafe, I (hall not fcruple to acknowledge that { 
have more exalted views, and exped a hulband 
with a higher title. 

L I S E T *r A. [To Heartfrw.] 
Did not I tell you fo ? 

HEARTPREE. 

* ■ ■ , -. 

So that we tnay infer, a marquis is beneath your 
Iadyfhip*s notice ; is it not fo ? 

Noy not abfolutely beneath my notice. Bat thi» 
gentleman is of a family that may claim a higher 
nank than he is at prefent in pofieflion of s and I am 
perfuaded he might obtain it, if he thought proper 
to foHcit it: andr a& I am no (Granger .to his «ierit» 
whenever that happens, I ihajl certainly declare in, 
his favour ; but, tfll then, I muft deiire to be ex* 
cusM ; for I am det€;rmine4 not tp give my hand t(» 
9^Y one under the title of duke. 

HEARTFREE. 

And ib, this is your fi^al anfwcr ? 

P U L C H S R I A. 

It is. ' 

HEARTFREE. 

Mighty well ! Do you hear all this, fir ^ 

. ITo tbi marqnis.] 

' MARQJ7IS, 

Yes, {vf^ I hear it. 

I IflARTFRSEr 
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H E A R T F R £ £. [To Pulcheria.] 

' No- one under the title of duke mttft preteocTt** 
your handy yoa fay ? 

PULCHERIA. 
I think I Q>oke plain* enough. 

HE ART FREE. 
Ton have moil; exalted' ientimenrs, indeed, mifsi 
thanks to the condu^ of your wife mother^ here. 

Mn. HAUGHTY. 
Buty after 'all» brother; can I force mifs to 
think otherwife than (he can think ? 

HE ART FREE. 
No certainly ; it would be quite barbaroas in 
vou. As you, madam, [To Pulcheria.] harer 
been pleafed to declare your high beheft in fuch 
plain terms ; give me leave, in my turn, to ac- 
quaint you as plainly with my fentiments. F ihall 
make but fhort work of it. In the firfl place, then^ 
I think my lifter here, your mother, a fool'; and* 
you, an imperious, infolent, vain, impertinent, 
little huffy. But as, perhaps, you may think I am 
fbmewhat wanting in the refpe6( due to a perfon of 
your prodigious confeqaence, T have only to add, 
that, from this inftant, I cut you off from every 
ihilling you might expefl from me, and leave you* 
to make a fortune for yourfelf; 

PULCHERIA. [Haughrify.y 

Form'd as I an^,. I want not a fortune ! My BQ- 
ter, indeed, mav (land in need of fuch anaddi* 
tion i and it will be kind in you to give the poor 
girl fomething to'fet her off. 

Mrs. HAUGHTY. 

Admirably anfwered t 

rULCHBDlA. 
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PULCHERIA. 

The hopei of a fortQ&e fhall never temft me t9 
brook an infolt, much lefs a menace. I hsive. no* 
thing more to fay, and fo Ihall withdraw. Your 
£srvant. [Exiti baftilj. 

SCENE XVI. 

Mrs. haughty; 

Brother, brother ! my daughter is -righty and^ 
▼ea are wrong. 

^»E A R T F R B Ea 

Oh f if that's the cafe, 1*11 go aft^ r her, and afk 
lier pardon. Follow me : you (hall fee fine fport. 

Mn. HAUGHTY. 
Far heaven's fake, brother ! . 

HBARTFREl. 

Oh! I Ihall burft if I have not my Mic out \ 

L I S E T T A. [7*p Sopbii] 
This concerns you. PU follow and liflen, and 
come and tell you all they fay. 

\Exity after Heartfree and Mrs. Haughty. 

S C E N E XVU. 

SOPHIA. ISmillng^l 

JbfarqQis I why do you remain behind ^ 

MAR QJJ I S. 

Lovely Sophia ! I cannot leave you. 

SOPHIA. 

Ix)vely Sophia ! Ah I you fancy yoo are (peak* 
ing to Fnlcheria! 

MAR QJJ I S. 

No, charming maid ! I have recovered my rea- 
fon. I now declare myfelf your lover ^ an^ am 
ready to become your hulbaud to-morrow. 

SOPHIA* 
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SOPHIA. 

So thttit thanks to yoar difappointment clfe. 
where, I do at kngfh ippear worthy your regard j. 
\mt I fancy my reign' will pnyve of fliort dbration. 
A fiogle look of my iifler*& will be fu£cient to ter» 
minate it. 

M^A R Q^U IS.' 
No, madam, I am now refolv'd to do you jufUce, 
and pomfh her fooliih pride. 

SOPHIA. 

Ah, mvquis!. ceafe your flattery. I am not the. 
•redoloiis creature you take me for. 

MAR QJJ I S. 

So fuddeu a change nay douhtlefs appear ridi* 
€ulous to you» madam ; but give me leave to af- 
fatci yoti, that reaibn is iironger than paiCon in my 
breaft. I owe the recovery of mine to you.; and 
k is in your power to enCiire its duration. My pre- 
sent refolves are not of to-day. A thoofand tinaes 
have I reproached myfelf in the ftrongeft manner,, 
for being blind to fuch exalted merit and amiable 
qualifications as you are mii^rels of: But what I 
have lately been Witnefs to,^ determined me to pay 
the tribute- due to fo much virtue. Tho' I was fi- 
lent during th<^ fcene that fo lately pafied before us, 
I refolvM, in^ fecret, to make you'triumph over 
the mifplac*d charms of your fifler, that had fo 
long fafcinated my mind. At length I have knocked 
eff my chains, and am once more free. 

S O P H I A. 
^ You think (6 perhaps ; b\it fbrgjve me« marquis,. 
V I cannot join with you in opinion. Truft' not 
your boafted reaibn too far. Confider well what 
you are abput to do : you offer me a facrifice that 
might Ratter the vanity of any woman; but I 
know myfelf too wellj not to be fenfiblc that this 

it 
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is the eflfed of piqtie and refenttnent. I may pafs 
perhaps in a crowd ; but I can by no means (land 
the ted of comparifon : and, tho* I may chance to 
pleafe for an inftant, let my iiAer bnt appear, and 
my traniient power quickly vaoiihes. 

MAR (I.U I S, 

I fwear ■ ■ ■ 

S O P H J A. 

Oh! do not fwear. 

MAR <^U I S. 

And be heaven witne(s t o .. ■ *- 



SOPHIA. 

Forbear^ left you (hould be perjar'd. 

MAR qjJ I S. 
May I periih before your eyes if Vta oat fincere I 
Permit me ■ ■■ 

S O P /H 1 A 

WcU, {wear ihen, if it wiU be ai^ fatisfkaion 

M A ^ iQjur IS, 
No» I will nol iweBT t 2 Jiwre more convincing; 
proofs to give yon that I haeve btfoke my former 
chains^ and am nowallyouWy and yours alone, 

S O PH I ▲« 

And arc yon fiiic of tint f 

MAR <ixr IS. 
I engage my honcftir 

.SOPHIA. 
J fear too raftjly. 

MAR qjJ I S» 
Do but hear me* 

SOPHIA. 

Speak then. ^ 
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MAR QJJ I S. 
There were foar of us fuitors co the too haughtf 
Pttlcheria, and have been all alike reje^ed, as not 
being of fofficient rank to anfwer her exalted views. 
Me, indeed, flie honoured with marks of -efteeni 
abo%'e the reft ;. and I> flioold probably have ui- 
umphM over my rivals, had I had- a higher title. 

SOPHIA. 

I was witnefs, you know, to her declaratioju 

M*A<R QJJ I S. 
A declaration which has wrought my core. Yoor 
lifter's extravagant pride gave me a mean opinion 
of her underftanding, I bught to gain her heart 
by a iincere paftion ; but I found her regardle/s of 
every thing but fplendor and ihcw. That idle va- 
nity, which ihe makes her boaft, gave me the vic- 
tory over myfelf J. and I determined to mortify her 
in the moft eftedual manner. As a proof of what 
I fay, I mnft acquaint yon, that I have it in my 
power to indulge her to her utmoft wiflv; for I 
have juft. obtained that title (he is fo defirous of. 

SOPHIA. 
What do I hear? 

MAR Qjr I SV 

I came fall fraught with this agreeable news; 
when* her overbearing behavioor gave me afcdden 
turn: and juftice,. taking part with my reafon,. 
compelled me to be filent, and turn my thoughts 
to you alone. 

SOPHIA. 

Was it poflible you could do this violence to 
your heart, and be filent, when you had only to 
%ak, and be bleft with your fondeftwi&es f Ob^- 
mar^uis I 
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MAR QJJ I S. 

Yes» charming Sophia ! I felt a generous plea- 
fare in thus diuppoincing the vanity of one wha 
would have eileemed me only for my title ; and I 
now lay it at the feet of her who is truly wonhfy 
of honours, by the difregard (he (hews to them. 
\Throtwing bitnftlf at her feei."] Accept then, ado- 
rable maid, of a heart which, I IhitteF myielf, is., 
so difagreeable prefent to* yon-— Lifett a *- ■■■ 

s ap H-I A. 
£ know (he has betrayed roe to you : but I ftr^ 
j;ive her^ provided your reafon approves your 
choice. But, alas! I have a powerful rival lo 
dread in my (ifter. Pulcheha has only to appear, 
And you are her's again. 

MAR QJJ I S. 

I find you know me not. As yet my hear t 

SOPHIA. 

Is a generous tone ; but il may deceive, itfelf ; 
andi ui-fo doing, deoei?e us both.. 

s c E N E xviir. 

Entir L I S E T T A. 
L r S E T T A. 

I am come to tell you the moft extraordinaty 
fcene 

MAR QJJ I S. 

¥o» may fpare yourfelf the tronbk, Lifetta:. 
I am once more a free man. Palcheria» by htf 
pride, has overturned the empire (he had in my 
heart; and I am refolv'd to pani(h her vanity^ 
Go» find Mr. Heartfree, and tell him from mi 
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MAR <UJ I -s. 

Tdl him die agreeable news I have jtift recdv*<L 

L I s Jt T T A. 
With all my heart, fir ; bat — may I take tlie li- 
berty of afking what it is f 

MAR qjj I S* 
The king has been pleasM ta create me a daice» 

L I S E T T A.^ 
Pfha I now you are joking* 

MAR <JJJ IS. 
Stay: as a proof of it» carfy him thia letters 
which ivill confirm aH I fay. 

L I S E T T A. [Takif^ the rttNr.) 

If it is fo, fir, yoQ kaire nothing more to dl> 
but fix your wedding-day widi iftifs Polcheria* 

MAR (iJCJ I S. 
J know it. 

£ 1 S E T T A. 

But then, in lukat aanmer do yw yrepofe H^ 
puniih that haughiy beauty as you waa faying joft 
now^ 

MAR Q^U I S» 

Oh, you IhaH pccfendy fee. 

L I S E T T A. 

I know an excellent way to do it : and, if yoor 
fcheme does but tally with mine 

MARQJJia. 

Hafte, L%€ta ; and return ta let ns know the 
"effects that the reading this letter produces. 

[Exit Lifetta,! 
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SCENE XIX, , 

SOPHldl., 

The effeCis^ will be too fadilenaitd fata! to nie» 

MAR QJJ I S. 
Why» my charmer, will yoa ftill diflraft me? 
Let me ^onjttre thee to fuffbr me ta manage my 
revenge as I pleafe i and place an entire confidence 
in* my honour. 

SOPHIA. 
In any other thing I would truft my life to it; 
bat this define of revenge proceeds only from a 
warmth of pafiion. Love, marquis, love animates 
you more chan juftice. 

MAR QJU I S.. 

How cruel is it in you to doubt me thus? I am 
not fuch a Have to beauty as you inugine; no, 
madana 4 a generous foul is a thoufand times more 
amiable, in my opinion ; and that I &nd in you* 
Beauty may ^iumph for a while, but virtue and 
good ienfe will always makitaiiv thtir power- 

SOPHIA, 
T am convinced you diink at prefent as yoil (ay« 
?or ny part, I have always given the ptelerenee ta 
^eaibn : but, in my fi^r's prefence, reafon is com* 
pelled to be mute ; and the voice of love aJone 
prevails. If you would make me.fure of my vk« 
tory, fly from her fight. 

MAR Q^U 1 S. 
No, madam ; my foul difdains foch meannefs— * 
My honour and yodr's are both concerned.——. 

SOPHIA. 

Ah ! for heaven's fake, let Us not facrifice cer- 
tainty to imaginary honour ! 

MARqyis. 
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MAR QJU I S. 

Thas to dpubt of my reafon and conftancy, is 
doing an injury to yoiirfelf and me. 

$ O P H I A. 

Here (he comes ! Heavens ( whit a dreadfol 
fitoation am I in ? 



5 C « N.. E the Laft. 

MnttrMn. HAUGHTY, HEARTFREB, 
PULCHERIA, «ifc/i"ISETTA. 

H E A R T F R E IB. {To the marquit.] 

My iord duke, we are come to congratulate yoa 
on your new dignity. We have peruled yoar let- 
ter with the greateft pleafure, and my niece h 
come to return it to you. 

Mrt. HAUGHTY. 
I mdl fincevely join with my daughter In com- 
plimentii^to your grace on this haj)py occafion^ 

MAR QJJ I S. 
I am-overjoy'd to £n d - - ■ ■ 

PULCHERIA. iRetarmng the ktter n the wimrquhJ] 

That your merit, my lord, is rewarded with 
thofe hoBonrs which are fo juilly its due, cannot 
bat afford great fatisfadHon to all your friends ; ia 
the number 'of^hich I reckon myfelf : but I can- 
not help iaying, I am fomewhat iurprizM at your 
behaviour on this occafion. I imagined that yoa 
would have come in person to confirm to me fo 
happy and intereding an event. Bat, inflead ol 
that, to fend a meifage by a fervant ! — 1 muft own 
it is fomething very extraordijiary ! 

«BART1>Ria, 
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H £ A R T F R E E. 
Kow, yoa mud know» xnifs, that this befaavioir, 
^vhich is Co (hocking to your delicacy » is, in my' 
<}pinioii,— in my opinion, I fay, extremely eight. 

'P U L C « E R I'A. 
" And why fo, pray, fir t 

HEARTFREE. 
Becaufe it Js, modeft. 

P>U L C H £ R I A. 
.Modeftd admirable that ! 

HEARTFREE. 
And very commendable. 

P UL C H-E R I A, 
And very anaccountable, I am fure^ His lord* 
ihip may have hk reafons for adding in this man- 
ner ; and I have. mine for being offended at it. It 
is a want of refpedt, that I mud be extremely eafy 
and good-AaturM to forgive. 

Mn. HAUGHTY, [Toth^ mar^uit.] 
Indeed, fir, I cannot but think that yoa might, 
vpon the firft notice of this glorious newsy have 
haften'd rte lay vyonr new title at my daoghter^^ 
feet ; and, by (b tender and xefpeAfol an offering, 
have engag*d her to farrender 4ier heart-*-^- 

PULCHERIA. . 
It is a compliment I furely had a right to expe^ 
but yon, fir, feem defirons I ihoold think other- 
wife. You imaging, I prefiime, that it woold be 
lefilening yoor new dignity to lay it at my feet.; 
and expe^ed, doabtlefs, an advance on my fide: 
but, do not deceive yonrfclf, fir j — tho' my hand 
may yet be yoor's, becaufe I think you worthy of 
it, yet I would not have you conceive your high 
rank tflone fufHcient to gain it, unlefs you confi- 
■derably abate in your pride. 

MARQjriS. 
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MAR (IJJ 1 S. 

No, madam ; to whatever raok I may be fai8*tl> 
I', ibali never cxpoGt your band or heart as the re- 
ward of.my pa^n ; and if I iiave hitherca had 
the prefumption to lift my thoughts up to yoo, I 
am* now ready to make atonement for the o£Fenoe I 
kave been guilty of, by withdrawing my rafh pre^ 
teniions, and transferring' the homage of a heart 
you fo juftly defpife, to another, who may, per- 
haps, think it mole worthy her acceptance. Will 
you, madam, deign to receive the hand I. now offer 
you? ITo Sophia] 

L IS ETTA. pV Sophia.] 

Come, madam, endeavour, if poiiibley to com- 
ply with his lordQiip's requeft. 

Mrs. H A U G H T y» 

Sure, fir, you are not in earneft. 

MAR Qjai-^, 

I affure you, madam, I fpeak with the oimt)ft 
finccrity. 

Mrs. HAUGHTY, 
■ Impofiible! I vriU never hdieve it« Whatt 
prefer her ! [Locking fiomfulfy at Sophia] char dowdy» 
to her fifier ! oh, it cannot be i 

MAR Qjr I S. 
To-morrow, if her nitcle, mr: Heartfree, will give 
his coBfentj I make this lady my wife. 

HE A RTF REE. 

Give my confent ! why, I would give my life to 
procure my Sophia fo great an happinefs* 

MAR Q^U I S. 
If what you are pleased to call an hiappinefs, mr. 
Heartfree, appears fo to the young lady, it is to be 
purchasM at a much cheaper rate ; nothing more is 
wanting but her affent, and your concurrence. 

HBARTFUEE* 



The S I S IP E R S. 193 

HEARTrREE. 

^ Yob have it with aH my foul. Come hithcf, 
*icce ; give the marquis your hand : iJoining their 
^^1 there; blefs you both ! And now, madam, 
\Turningio mrs. Ha«ghty] marry your child as fooft 
«s you can ; I have provided for mine. 

Mrs. H AtJGHTy. 

You may think fo, perhaps, fir; btit I/hall 6til 
* way to difconcert this fine projcdl. 

«EARTFREfi. 

You difconcert it ! I fball let yoti knot^, madaift, 
ti>at ine is not m your pow^r, but mine. 

SOPHIA. [X!>r«//«frdMr>, Haughty.] 

Pcnnitme, madam, thus on my knees——-. 
Mrs. rtAtJGHTY. 

, .la&lent creature I 0« of my figk^.^Oh> I 
mall ran mad! . ' ^ "• * 

liEARTFREE. 

Well, mrs. Haughty^your fervtot.-- — Let me 
advife yon to give your confeat waih a good grace 
«r mefins will be found to compel you to it. 

Mn. HAtZGHTY. [^-^>^ */«). PalcheriU «^.] 

HEARTFREE. 
Well, make the other a princefs out of iand 

«nd there's an end of the nfatter.. [To the Mar 

quis and Sophia.] Come, children, my houfe I; 

ftow yours (7, Pufcheria.] As ti you, my 

iwoddame, remember* ■ ' ^ 

Who grafps at all, is fure at length to find 
The fttbftance loft % the fliadow left behind. 

[Exeunt onms. 

The E N Diu 
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A CT I. S C EN E I. 

ALLWORTHY W ME ANWELL ttf^//>^. 

ALLWORTHY. 

My goo4 fi iend, mr. MeaRwell, I am glad I 
have. ifijStt yo^i J I was juft goin^ in fearch of 

ME AN WELL; 
Afid I was comii^ to-fpeals; v^ith you. 

ALL WORTHY. 

i am heartily glad to fee you; let as go back 
into the Jioafe. 
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ME AN WELL. 
Nb^ nOy we can talk very well here ; there is n» 
'one to interrupt us ; and thefe tre^a ai&rd a God' 

and agreeable ihade. .: 

allworthy; 
As yocbpleafe. Buf^what ails you, my fi-iend ^ 
what means that gloomy and melancholy air i 

MEANWELL. 

It means», Mr. Allworthy,. that I am very ang^ 
wlti^yoo, and. am. come purpoiely^ to chide yoa« 

ALLWQRTHY,, 

( i To chide me F 

MEANWELE. 
Yies, youi - 

ALLWORTHY. 

On what account ? 

MEANWEtL. 
Fie» fie, mr: Altworthy, are yoo not afham'd'JT 
tell me ; are you not aiham'd to ad fo differently 
to what you always have^ done f 

A L L W O R T H Y; 

In what, pray ? 

MEANWELL. 

In what ? how can you aik that quefGon T wha^ 
is become of your former probity ? what have yoa 
done with that innocence of manners, of which 
your anceflors fet you fo noble an example i and 
which you have, till now, fo fairly copied ? Can yon. 
want to be told, that by following the iniquitoa* 
ways of the prefent age, yoa'^candalize all thofe 
who were your frienc^^ and pervert them by your 
example i 

ALLWORTHY. 

Good heavens r how can [ have deferved thefe 
bitter reproaches iVdiQ yoU'? what have yba<to ac- 
cufe me of? 

tSSAIiiWELU 
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MEANWELL. 

Give ear, then, while I will teli yoo, that the 
world cries (hame on you. They fcrtrple not to* 
&y, that you have the" mod fordid thirfl for gain ; 
and that, like a vulture, you devour alike* fHends 
and foes. In a word, that yon make no diftinflion: 
m^here your intereil is ooncernM. Think you, I c;fa 
itand- tamely by, aod hear yoot reputation thu»> 
mangled ? you fmile 1 

ALLWORTHY. 

What eHe fhould I d« ? Come, come, my*fnend, 
Ixan whenever I pleafe eive the lye to all thefe in-r- 
Tjimons reports ; and make thofe bloih, who dare ' 
thus wantonly, thus nnjufily accufe mc ! 

MEANWrLL. ^ - 

I am wiHing to believe the befl ; but fa£ls, fafls, 
mr. AUworthy, fpeak againil you ; >and thofe,* yoa 
kQ0W9,are irrefragable proofs. 

Agreed, provided th&caufe is not miftaken; 

MBANWSLI. 
Was-not'old mr. Bellair your bofom friend ? 

ALLWORTHY, 
He wasi and fHll is fo ; and I could, in a few 
words, convince you, that he places thcmoft un- 
bounded confidence in me, and (let me fay itwi(h«f 
out vanity] that I deferve it all. 

MEANWEiL, 

Let me hear all you have to fay. 

A TL WORTHY/ 
You know thatmr. Bellair, from the bfemcabte- 
fondnefs he had for his fon, redacM himfelf to the 
grcateil neceffity to fupph^i|dnitravagancies ; till 
at length he had no 'r«|||||^t to fopport his 
finkiflg fortunes, bnttogo^v V^o the £aft-Indies, 

I 4 in 
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in order to £nd ou^ a brother of hit,, who had bee« 
fejttkd there for fomQ time, and had acqaised a rer^ 
ttaxge fortaneu 

ME AN WELL. 
IlqiowU very well. ^ 

A L L W O It T H y* 

Yon caimot but know, at the fame time, my- 
dear fmnd, that mn Sellair, having bft his wifti 
foine few months before his departure, caufed the 
fmall remains of his^ fortune to be conveyed to my 
houfe;, and, together with themi brought this fon. 
of his, then of age, and a, daughter who war 
eighteen yearjs old, for me to take care of them in: 
his abfence. Now you will ailow, mr. Meanwell^- 
that if he had not look'd upon me as a fecond felf, he 
would not haye-^ei^truded me with fo precious, At 
charge. 

ME AN WE LL^ ' 

True; but why then, tellme, have you fdfifei'llfe' 
this fon of his, who was the fofe caufe of his ruin,, 
to compete his own deilru^on finc6 bis fiathet'a. 
departure ? Why have, you nojt usM all your endea^. 
vours to reclaim hii|i, and bring l^m to a due Seafy: 
of his follies and e^^avagance ^ i 

ALLWO^RTHYi 

Could I do that by advice or remonftrances^ 
which a parent, could not effeft with all. his autho* 
rity? 

MBANW^LL. 

But to come to the prbcipal point-*—— ]FIa I; 
what rafcal is this^; that is lifisnipg to what we ihy % 



• • ^ ■■•' < 



i,ii"Eii^i>r"Er w 



8 C E N E IT. 
Ent$r P A V E, 

ALLWORTrfy. 

Y6n have righ^y nam *d Kim ; it is Pace. \To 
Picp. j Well; what do you want here ? 

PA C E. 

Want, quotha? Why, I want my libertine of a 
rn^^n I Wonot find him- high nor low : and I 
come to tec if he was here/ 

AJ*t WORTHY, 
Sirrah I Ikrah ! you are better acquainted with 
his haunts -than any one elb# and only pretend ig-. 
liorance of whfre he is, to have a pretext of co^- 
mijig here as a fpy ; or perhaps to ueal fomethiiig 
from me to carry to him» • 

p A c zr 

Me, fir ! I would have you to know, that I am 
naith^r thkf nor fpy i if you don't know an ^neft 
man when you feehim^ I amibrry for it : biulaxn/ 
one, I give yon my honour. 

ALLWORTHVr . 

Yopr honour ! go, go s Hk* mafter like man. « 

P A C E. 

If the n^n and the ntaAer were k> alike, I know • 
, that mine would not be in the condition he is, npr 
his poor iervant fo badly cloath'd, and worfe fed ; . 
no, no, if I muft fpeak my mniy I love pl^Aty .» 
and decency. 

AtLWORTHf. 

You have k>v*d them but too well-, and ydur 
mafter too ; and no onp hai contributed to his ruin 

I i = >Aca. . 
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PACE. 
I have not hindered it, to be fore; but is tli&t 
my fault ?> my mafter hir'd me to be his fenraotr 
not his tutor : beiides, I mufl confefs. I am nata- 
rally of fo compliable a difpofitloDy that I love to 
g^e way: to every one*s humour : now my mafter*s 
was to ruin himfelf, and fo 1 let him do it. Bat at 
the fame time, I mud tell you» fir, that my mafter, 
iince he has been poor, is infinitely dearer to me, 
than, when he was rolling in gold and filverr and 
notwithflanding the bad opinion you are pleas'd tr 
entertain of me, I would fuffer myfelf to be cot 
into pieces to do him (ervice. Bat alas ! I have not 
fet eyes on him thefe three day»; and I am almoin 
diftra^ed to know what is become of him. 

ALLWORTHY. 
Lying varlet f get out of my fight this inflant;, 
and if ever I catch thee hovering aboat this hoofe 
agaiu, I'll 1 

PACE, 

Will you give me leave, before I go, fir, to r&» 
qutft one fmall favour of you. 

ALL WORTHY. 

What is that ? 

PACE. 
That yoa would be fo good to lend me a guinet;^ 

ALLWORTHY. 

I lend yoa a guinea ? 

PACE. 

. rU give you my note for it, fir. 

MEAKWELL. 

Donbtlefs, no one can refafe fo good fecnrity. 

PACE. 

True, fir; befidcs, my maficr Aall endorfeit. 

I S " " liEAHWllif 
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ME AN WELL. 
Yes; and then mr. Allwofthy will hare nothing 
tO' dO) bat wait till he^s paid. 

ALL WORTHY. 
Heark'e, mr. Pace, I am not in cafli at prefect ; 
bdt if a dozen or two of baftinadoes will be of 
any fervice to you, ^I'll lend them you with all my 
hdart. . 

P A C E. 
Yoii are very obliging, fir ; and I am ready ta 
accept, ypnr offer, upon on« condition. 

ALLWORTHY. 

Which is- 

P A C E. 

That yon will pleafe to 4et me retom^ihem to 
yofi the firft opportunity,, for I love ito'f^y my 
debts.^ 

ALLWORTHY. 

Come hither, fcoundrel, come hither. 

PA C E. ■ 
Eicnfe^me, fir,' I'm a little in hafte, and fo your 
ieivant [Going\. But whom do I fee I by ail that'H 
good, my matter my own' dear mailer ; coaragio ! 

cooragio! ' 

ALLWORTHY. 

Who? Bellair? 

PACE. 
Yes, he himfelf, by this goad light! now I care 
fbr no one. 

S C E N E ^ Hi. 

Eniir Yoong BELLAIR. 

PACE. [Rumui^ to him, and tbrmnng bit arm about bm,} 

My iweet mafter^ how rejoiced aim I to fee yoo ; 

good 
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good God ! where can you haTe hid yonHelf fib 
long? Egad, I have been aImoft> cot of s^. littk. 
wits. 

ALL WORTHY.. 
Oh! it is yon, fir! 

Young B^L LAIR; ^ 

As yon fee. 

ALL WORTHY. 
Pray where may you have been ^efe three day»? 

* PACE* 

Oh, no matter where he has beeiiy he'§ woloome. 
back. 

' Young BELL AIR* 

Why, I have been at ^ friend's honfe, where, . 
iif^ofi my £>aiy I have pa6*d my time plea£uitly 
enough. 

ALLWORTHY. 
A friend's hoafe f a miftrefs^s yoii mean, I fup«^. 
pofe. 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

No, apon my honoar. Oh ! I have ijnite done- 

with miHreiTes now. 

<» A C E. 
And I too. 

Young BELLAIR^ 

An honed friend and companion of mine took 
me with him to a pretty country box he has about 
ten iQiles joat pf town, and there we have been 
diverting tyurfefves with about half a dozen honeft 
fellows more, in living well, and fleecing a ridi- 
culous cit, who has lately been ennobled, and af* 
fedts to Ipfe his moiiey Itke a nian of >qaalHy. 

PACE. 

^ A very innocent amufement ! 

ALLWORTHY. 

Y65, yes, it is eafilyfeen yotrhaVe bceft ift good 
company. What a figure he is I 
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p A e E«. 

An ondreTs ! why his eyes are funk into his he^d/ 
his hair all aboat hia can^ aad hii face pbifiet^d aau 
inch tbick.widi fiiaff*. . ^ 

P: A C E. 

Lcnrdy fir> it is. the ftfl&ionabfe airi . 

ALL WORTHY.. 

Sttppofcyoiir.£iither waa co fee you in this cafi£^) 
tion? 

PACE.. 

Why then lie would give .Jiiia money to rectoii ; 

aftain. 

ALLWOR-rHiri 

Weold lie fo? Aes I Aodd blame. U«i nry , 

lllQCh* 

ToMgBElLAIR.^ 

HearkV, old gentleman ; this is no tiike for < 
)^itaching : do yoa know I have not a fliSling in mf . 
pocket?- 

A Ll. WORTHY. 

Kor I nehfaer. 

p AC E. . 

Hot I» npon my bonoor. . 

Yoima BEL LAIR. 

Nor yon ? If I am not miftaken, there is a fiMdl 
seckoaing between yon and I. 

I ! PACE. 

I huve my account ready, iir ; but I am afraid yon 
will not be much the richer for it. 

'I ALLWpRTHY. 

^nre yon canhot be out of cafli already ? it is but 
a tery little while fince I paid you three thoufandk 
9^^^9 fort^e Pttrdu^e ^f yonr houfe. 

IIIANWILL* 
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MEJINWELL. 

Htm 1 4iare f on the face to fay that ifrnqr hetr- • 

ing ? 

all^ortht; 

Certainly. 

M-EA-NWBLL. 

Then I renoiAce all friendihip with yoo fixior 

this day. 

. YoQiig B £ L L A I R. 

It isTtnie, I receivM .three thoufand poonds of 

you ; and. yet yoa mud give me your table for a 

few days. 

PA C E. 

'Till we can touch the intereft for oar moiieya 
and then . 

ALLWORTH-y» 

Do ftA imagine FH fuffer fach a hberdnr as yoa 
to live under the fame roof with my daughter I 
You may remember^ when you fold me your houfe, 
you referv'd only ,» fmall apartment in one of the 
offices for yqurfelf, and your precious valet, here. 
Now live there how you can ; but you may reft af-* 
fur'd, that you .fliall fde.no more of my daughter,* 
than if fhe was in the EaftJndies with yojir father. 

YottogB E L L A I R. 

No ! why» I'll fee her in fpke.of you ! vTli love 
her in fpite of you; and TU marry her whether yo» 
will or no. 

ALLWORTHY. 
Tolerably modeft, that!, however, youihall cer- > 
tainly marry her, when you become an example, of 
fobriety and good behaviour* 

Ygung BELL AIR. 

And you. will give iac ^oor word I (hall hare 
JuUa on thofe conditions. 
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A L L Vr O R T H Y. 

Oh yes ; I think I may promifc yoo' that, wiflu 
•ot running any great rifle. ' 

. .Young B E H. A IR. ,,, 

In that yott nuiy be miflaken, I have already 
began to make iome ferioas reBe£libhs ;' ancf aixi' 
now a£lually going to fettle my affairs. 

P AC E. - . ' 

And they will be fo fettled ! 

ALL WORTHY.', , . . 

A pretty time to begin to fettle his affairs, w&eii 
a man is cempletery ruin'd! 

PACE. 

Gome, fur, come away; we maft look oat elfe. 
where, Tfee that : there is no good to be expelled 
frouL this quarter. 

YovLD^. B E L L A I R. 
Well, father-in-law, adieu. I ant determined to 
have- your daughter ; and then, you ki^ow, Imoft* 
be your heir in confequence. 

ALL WO R T.H Y. 

Lpfe no time then ; for fhe will be piovided ior 
within thefe four-and-twenty hours. 

IflouAg . B E ]^ L A I R. 
Say yon fo, old Truepenny I Well thco, take 
it from me, that whoever dares accept her hand, 
xaay depend upon not outliving his infolence half 
that time: fo, profit by my advice $ and, if you 
are as wife as you would be thought, ad ac^* 
cordingly. 

A L L W O R T H Y.' ' ' . 

Do you imagine I am to be feared by your idte' 
menaces? 

Yottttf 
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i ibi;, AiK. 
Hayc.. a ' cfare how yqua dtive^^ noor. tg dr^iir;-. 
]PirewetI^ Follow xne. Pace. ; 

PA C B; 
With all n))^ ibifl. TfT follow you to a jail> apd 
iltaT< widi yon' wken we tet tiberev 

S> C E; N E IV. 

1^1 AN W EH. 
T&er^s 4 blefled p^ir of them ! 

ALLWOHTH'V.. 
I am diflfa&ed ibf my poor frieiuL^ . 

M5ANWXLU.. 
; Wliat th^e two JiberiiQei have been ikying, is a ^ 
melancholy coafirmation . to me > of the truth o^/ 
commoa report xoncerning the ill ufe yoo have 
made of yoar charge: for, inftead of anfwering 
the prodeat precautioiM of you" friend, iRcdnmh- 
tisg bis fba to your eare, you are youriUf mora 
culpable than bhn with iA faifi.exceI<M. . 

ALL won T*H Y. 

^^xy, fbr-beaTeu^s fake, what bate i ^btoe ? 

MEAKWELX. 

Done ? have you not bought Ae bbufe yoa amf * 
ttN m Mt\u9 ^enddinft I 

A1<L W O R THY. 
JJzi be not a rigjit to difpofe of it ? it ifea« pVt ■ 
of bis .motb^'$ &rtane, arrd h< is of age. 

ME AN well: 

With what u^c^^ra |^i^ ai^fwer me ! Is not 
bpyiag tW^ hbufe'drivfipj; yottf fricwJ out of if? 
a^d, by pstying, ready money for it, you ftnjift - 
bis extravagant fon witb frelh means to indulge '^ 
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xiot and debaocheiy : and, iaihoit> 91m him witk 
a fword to fiab Ibimfel f . uu 

AL L WO R T U y« 

• Bnt how could I difpenib with paying him thtii^ 
monty.fop the heufei when X ka^w he fold it} 
partly for the fake of a littl* ready cafli 2 

MEAN WJB hU 
May be not^- fct fUl I infift that you. ought 
iMt 10 have purchaa'd . it of him. This is fo bafe 
ap a£liou (for I will not mince the matter witlt, 
you) thaty when old nu'* Bellair returns; he wilL 
never forgive it. fie is a gene.roos and diiinterefled' 
Cj-iendy indeed, that will turn another*s misfortunes 
to his own profit, file. At, mr. All worthy! I^ 
blufli for yotti 

AI, t W OUT H v.. 
Hear me» mr. Mean well : the fiab'biiig reproach^ ^ 
CIS you make» are infupportable« as they are un- 
limited. Now» hear from me a fecret that I 
thought never to have revealed to any one. But»^ 
before I open myfelf to you,, give me your word' 
of honour that yon will keep it. an^innolable fc-> 
<2ret, 

Ipromife it you>by whatever is- moA facred; 

AtLWQRTliY, 

Know thci V i v - ■bnt can bo> one overhear at^: 
Not a fool is near. Speak witfaont fear* 

Know then(». that our friend Dorimon— ^l am^'; 
ftdty afraid, fome one ihonld be liftening^.r^-i>* 

M E A N W B t U 

GjQ.oft.i £lL.takis eare. no oae appreachet. 

aJW.W«TKT4. 
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ALL WORTHY. 
Know then, I fay, that our good friend, mr. 
Bellair, fome few days before his departure, dii^ 
c^ver'd to me a confiderable treafure which he had- 
biuy'd in. the garden beloaging to this hoofed. 

MEANWELL^ 

A confiderable treafure ? 

ALL WORTHY. 
J may call it confiderable ; for it amonnted tO' 
near thirty thoufand pounds in good hard pieces oT 
gold, 

MEANWELL. 

Yon amaze me ! it is what I nefcr could' haye- 
fapposM. 

A L L W O R T H y. 
It was all he had left of a very handfeme for- 
tane, hoheftly acquired, when he made me this 
difcovery ; committing it, at the fame time, to nay 
friendly charge. He entreated me, with tears in- 
his eyes, never to repeat the fecret to any one ; 
above all, to his extravagant fon. I promifed to 
comply with his rcqucft. NoW^ if our friend 
"^ Ihottld never return home again, a^ I hope he wHI/ 
I pnrpofe to reftore it Up him untouched ; if not, or 
that he fhould delay his return for any very confi- 
derable time, I intend to make ufe of part of it to 
portion out his daughter to fome penon I ihaili 
think a fuitable match for her^ 

MEANW.ELL*. 

Good heavens !. what do I hear ? How great is ; 
my joy and fatiafaiaion .to find.yQu, my old friend, 
more worthy, than ever, of the aiFeaion I have al- 
ways had for you. But can you forgive the unjuft * 
nd cruel fufpicions I have entertain'd of you ? 
cimeembrace.yoo in tokeaof ToeOwaliation.- 

a^i-woaxHT;. 
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ALLWORTHY. 

MdA gladly t bot give me le^vc to 4&iih wLat I ^» 
was faying. . This idle young maii» Leander, wa» 
t)n the point of rendering his father's wifb precau- 
tion of none effe^, by his own heedjefs extrava- 
gance. You muft knoWf that this libertine, find- 
ing hSmfelf bereft of all refoarces, took it into his 
head* about the latter end of laH year, to advertife 
this.hoafe Jbr fale. There was no want of bidders^ 
as you may fuppofe. * Now» I would aik yoo, what 
yoa would have donej^ had you been in my place. 
at this critlcaf conjunAure ? Ought I ro have 
iiifferM the treafare, which the fether of this wild 
young man ha4 fo carefully and prudently conceal* 
cdj, to pafs into the Jiand^ of a fbranger ? 

' MEAN WE L L. 

The very Aought makes me (hodder !: 

AL L W O R T H Y. 

Well then, I made all imaginable haAe to^be 
beforehand with all thofe who ofierM to boy itj, 
and paid my own money for the pnrchafe of the 
houfe, in order to fave my friend*s : and, in. order 
to.preferve it entire for himy have, ever fince^ tiy*d 
upon the fpot myfelf. Say now, am I the bafe, 
the avaricious wretch you took me for ? Am I a 
perfon to betray the trull repos'd in me, or make 
an advantage to jnyfelF from* the misfortunes of 
May friend ? 

M-EANKTELI.. 

For heaven's fake, mr. AUworthy, do not re« 
double my confafion by a repetiuon of my too ra(k. 
cenfures. I am ready to make you any reparatiota^ 
an d 

ALLWORTHY. 

Well, then, nothing remains but for-me-tocof'^ 
jure yon, by all the ties of honour, to join with 
mfi ia fupporting the^intereft9 of oor abfent friend » 

and 
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and to affift me with your advice in whatever rc» 
Isktes to the niaBageffient of his childnBn ; for» fa^ 
tieve me, the^ are ki a crili$:ai (itaation* 

" M E A N W E L L. 

You may depend upon finding roe a$ faithM 
a counf^IIoFi ^nd as warm an afliftant, as your 
heart can wifli. Good God f what a, weight have 
you freed me from ! I live I I breathe f once 
niore. Integrity and good faith are not yet ba— 
niih'd from the world. Thou beft of friends^ 
^eweU : I mvi^ npw take my leave. 

Se. Sifc to keep our fecret* 

M 1 A »rw ELSm. . 
I would fooner part with, my tift^. Once fflore^ 
fiu-ewell, for, a ih^rt tune^ % 

A L E W OR THY. 
Well then, if yo« have nothing wfitc to fiiy to» 
aei m go back into the hoaTe. 

M B A N W E L I,. 

• l^t mc no( detain you. Adieu, 

[Exit AUwoxthj iVf th Bottjt}, 
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ME A K WE h t, Mtf«. 

' Wet) ; henceforward let who wiH.trmft thofeii 
bd>Ier», who are perpetoally^ (preading faife 
ppn^s and ^ho, froio^ thc'-badnefs of their owb< 
hearts, are eyer ready to put the moffr vile co&i^. 
ibrudUons on the adiom of others. Such wretches 
delerve to be banifhied from fociety j and yet, I. 
Unih.ta fayv ic, from the propenfity'to malice andt 
ii(9pM.Ki. thit.kri^t&us age» thq^ aie received^^ 

anda 
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and even carefled, in the bell families. If, here- 

after, I am ever fo ftapid as to give ear to them, 

-inay all mankind judge as ^HMy^AHMfy hy 

ane^ as I have done by my worthy, honefi friend. 
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A C T II. SCENE I. 
Enter HORTENSIA«ri^ JULIA. 

HORTENSIA* 

BU T why (hbuld I blufc ? 
JULIA, 

Nay, that I aik you : you certainly kttow better 
than me. 

HORTENSIA. 

Indeed, my dear, I know nothing about {he 

matter. 

J u L I A. 

I beg your pardon, my dear, but you do know 
fomething about it, and io do I. too. 

HORTENSIA. 

Piha! now yon are teazing. 

JULIA. 

What, fretfttl too ! nay, then, I am conSrm'id 
in it. 

HORTENSIA. 

Confirmed in what \ 

JULIA. 

In what I know. 

HORTENSIA. 
For heaven*8 fake f what is it you know ! 

JULIA. 

Why, I know, and ib do yon, that whenever 

Frederick meets you, he (lands for a while like 

^ one thnnderftruck ; then, recovering himfelf a little, 

makei 
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vnakes the mod refpedtfal bow, and, at the fame 
time,* darts fuch tender expreffive glances-^-ha I my 
dear] and you return him fo profound a cOurtef/, 
accompanied with fuch a bewitching fmile— >and 
then, wh^n he is gone, yoa do fo flare after him—* 
hsL I ha ! ha !^— Now, don*t you know aU this i ' 

HORTENSIA. 

. Andy pr*ythee, what fignifies all this ? . 

JULIA. , 

Why, it fignifies, in my little judgment, that 
your eyes underiland each other, and explain theni- 
felves in the moil eloquent manner imaginable ; 
infomnch, that I defie the moil unconcerned fpe£ta- 
tor not to underiland them. 

HORTENSIA. 
I am fure I don^t underiland what you would be 
tt. Frederick never open'd his lips to me, in par- 
ticular ; and, as for his looks, and his refpeclful 
behaviour, I am but too fure, dtat I am no more 
concerned in them than another^ 

JULIA. 

But too fhre ! Well, the tone of voice that was 
jztter'd in» is inexpseffibly fine! Indeed* indeed^ 
my dear, I mnft tell you, once more, that you 
difcover very plainly^ that you and I mean the 
fame thing. 

HORTEKSIA. 

Nay, if you are bent upon attacking me in this 
manner, I muft quit your company^ [Gomg.} 

JULIA. 

Well then, good b'ye, my dear. But, ilay, » 
jiot that Frederick I fee coming this way ? 

[Looking outJ\ 

HORTENSIA. [Returmng hafit/j.'i 

.Frederick 1 where^ where, my dear Julia ? 

jvlia; 
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' : iia! la! ha! it is not him; I was miftakeft. 

U O R T,£ N S lA. 

. How can yott delight in teazkig fftt in tUt 
ma^f)^ ^ . 90c 4iat 1 far^a farthing ^rFraidezidKs 
bat I do not loye ^o be made ^ jeft of. 

. » JULIA, 

Neither do I love to have a friend diflemble 
W)th me. I t^iink I know a thoufand r^afons why 
-ybn. ihdnM mk conceal anj thing from me : and 
'therefbti^y fo Ibng as you continoe to with-hoU 
'yoar confident dispend upon, it I will nerer let 
•yon be at reft. 

HORTENSIA. ISi^hg.} 
, Alas, my deir Jttlia ! 

JULIA. 
Courage ; one other littler figk and then u w i Ofc» 
•tibay are the fineft pefacea to. a fond tale that can 
be, 

HORTENSIA. 
In fhprt^ I find there's no (kch t^ing^as efcaping. 
Ifbu are {o clear.-fighted, and have inch a live^r 
imagination, that' it is impoffible to keep a fecret 

ftom you, 

Julia. 

And why (hoald yon wiih to have imy fecreti 
with me ? 

HORTEWSIA. 

Why? ah, my dMr! Snppoie, liow» w#t«M> 
fhould prove to be nfnh t who knows ?— -Frederick 
is to agreeable. 

JULIA. iMimcking fcir.] 

Frederick is fo agreeable t And yon really think 
lb, do you f ' 

HORT219SIA, 

I cannot deny 4t. 

jVLIl. 
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JULIA.. . , 

Then, to-be fts open with yoa/}do,th« feaie, 

•» OR TEN SI A. 
Crud that yof wre'i cin yo« own this to mc) 

JULIA. 
JJpon «y wcn-d I can : but, fistr Bothine. my 
•idfcaions are afrcady &:fd elfewhcrc. 

ftORTE^JSIA. 
Are yoa In earoieft ? 

Jt^LiA* 
Quite (b ; and I make no eercaiony c^'dee1arh)£ 
«. I am not h very rcfin'd si your ladyihip. 

H0RT«N^IA. 

And, pr^, wh# is the happy mortal that ha» 
f>ouemon of your heart ? 

JUL>IA. 

Why, «y dear, one who, of a!l mortals, h the 
*leaft deferving of it f an inconllant, a libertiae, a 
spendthrift, a* .. - 

HORTENStA. 

f *H be liapgM U it ft not my brother? ' 

JtJLIA. 

Yoa have goefsM the very man. 

HORTENSIA. 
And io yoa really love him^? 

JVLIA. 
To diflra^ioD. 

HO R TEN SI A. 

Indeed I pity y^o. 

JUI-lA. 

I pitywyfelf, child j bat it iignfjies nothings 
^he man has certainly bewitch*d me : for, tho* I 
mm no ftranger to all his faults, which, heaven 
knows, are pretty iHuneroas; yet there U foviethinff 

Vol. H. K. ^ 
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fo agreeable in )iis figure, his air, his addrefa^ -luid 

that happy impudence peculiar to himfelf; that I 

cannot help loving him in fpiteof reafon and com- 

Rion (anie : ' itnd I would rather, athoofand tinaes, 

live wretched with him, than^happy with any other 

man. • , , • 

HORTENSIA. , 

You have an odd taOe, 

JULIA. 
I have o ; and am he firfl to laugh at xnyfclf 
for ic : but, let what will come of it, love him I 
do, aiad love hhn I &all. 

^^lORTiksf A. 
flow different 'are our difpofitions ! I love Fre- 
derick for that becoming modelly and fweetneis, 

that But, as I live, here 'he is coming this 

* way ! Lord ! if he ihoold pafs us without taking 
an^^otiqp of 05? 

Do you flep aiide ; 1 11 teaze him a little. 

HORTENSIA. 
* But don*t ol^rdo it : he' may, perhaps, be of- 
fended, and quit the -place • 

jtrLi A. 

Oh, never fear, my Vair inamorata; TQ QiaiUigt 
matters properly, I'lvarrant me. 

SCENE it 

Enter FEEDERICK. [ff^'fafes if /Ar 

'"iadieSf hotviftg reffeSfuUy^ % and is goiwg pff, njchem 

Julia />/a^f/ berfelf kft*wten him mnd. tb0 dfgrJl 

JULIA. 

Sir, your very humble fervant; I am cxtrenn^ 
gjlad td fee you. 

FUBDBRICft. 
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FRfiDE-RlCK. 

Ladies, your rtoft obedient Madam, I am 

yoar moft devoted, [Here^ Frederick an^ Horttnria 
^w an J court efy to each other m,itb great ceremony, ] 

HORTENSIA. 
. Sir— 

■ • ■ ♦ 

FREDERrCK. 

troublefome, and interrupt your converfation. 

J V L I A. 
blefo^°° <>'■ y°'"' """it, fir, can never be trctj- 

FREOERICK. 
ftfadam, you do me infinite honour. I am afraia 
this lady will not be of your opinion. 

ILetkiug tmub'ly at Hortenfia.] 
JULIA. 
Oil, I'U anfwer for her. 

^fe FREDERICK. 

herfelf : befides, fte appearj melancholy: and may 
perhaps <hnfe to be in private. '^ 

.HORTENSIA. 
I fccg, fir, I may not be the means of drivine 
|«jway. I am a litde thoughtfbl. indeed^. 

FREDER f CK 

fon toVfoftd^"' ^^" "".^^ '~ "-^ -- 

„ J U't I A. 

Ydo are greatly concern'd for it, I dare fay 

FREDERICK. 

^^Undoubtedly; it give, „e the greateft u«^. 

- I • 

^ ^ JULIA. 



you 
but 



Mt9 Tiw L I fi S A T 1 N E. 

The greateil aineaiiae^ yon (ay f 

FRSDERICK. 
I do ; ami moft fincerd/. 

J u 1 1 A. 
Then, fir, I can afiore yoo, ott 4iiicerely« Ait 
(diis lady is at fenfibly attFe6iei with the generou 
par( you take in her concern. 

ipREdEitJCK. 
I feel for her, a[K)re than I am aUe to exprefs. 

J u L I A^ 
You cannot j^rd her a more ienfible plea/bif^ 
dian by thus iympathiiing with her misfortonei. 

FREDERICK. 
"Wonld to heaven it was in my power to aII^ 
^late themi The kitereS I take in all that relates 
xo thif lady — the efleem — the regard— the vcncrv 
tion — the — the — ^in a word ; I fpeak from the fii- 
<eri9 jof a heart, that 

JULIA. 
Nay, if we are come to the language of besrtii 
{peak for yoarfelves, good folki ; 111 be no longer 
interpreter for you.— pT* Hortenlia.] Lord, chili 
why don^t you thank the gentleman i 

HORTEMSIA. 

Pr*ythee be qmei,^-[Te Frederick, itt u ttt^ 
/<r«f .}^ Sir, it is impqifibk 6n me to expods t^ tx- 
cefs of my gratitude. 

JULIA. [r».Fiw!eridc.] 

The exccfs of her gratitude I pbferve thati iti 
pretty firong, I think. 

HORTENSIA. 
^hf rooft l^an fay is, that I have a doc fcw* 
Af the generous concern you ihew lor my vaA^' 

tsoei) 
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Uku9 1 and that there is nothing I deleft fa nach^ 
'M iogratitodie. 

J ^ L I A.. 

Ob» I abominate it myfelf! and fife liie leave 
to aflbre you, fir, that no one is more ineapable of 
ir.than my finr fncnd, heroy o^peciaUy m regard-; 
to yon. 

H^RTSRSIA^ 

In r^ard to any oae whatever. « 

FREDERICK. 
It is moft certain, madams that I hare so pre- 
tetkct to any diflin^Hon from yon ; but permic me 
to afiore yon, that it is my greateft ambition to bo 
able to deferve it. 

JIULIAv 

An ambition worthy of you, and> of thii lady 
who inures it. 

MORTENSIA> 
Not in the leaft. You flatter me, my fnend« 

FREDERICK. ' 
Forgive me, madam, if, on this head, I give 
snore credit to your fair friend, than to youmlFj 
and if I was affured, that the warmth of my feoti- 
snents would engage yon to accept of my lincere 
homage, I proteii, 1 fwear by all that*8 facred 
YoQ heed m^ not, Ibvely Hortenfia ! 

JULlAi {JJdefoHortcaKz.'J 
Oaths and proteftadons ! : the converfation growa 
fpirited ; do not foffer it to drop.— ^ — [J/ffiui] Con- 
tiooe^ fir, I hear you; fwear away ! 

H0RTENSIA4 
Dear fir» don't yon perceive that ihe is making 
beifelf merry at my expenee ? 

JULIA. 

I* am periuaded the gentleman does not thiak I 
am ipcaking lodicronfly. 

% i vai»ttttrcic« 
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FREDERICK. 
I iirmly believe every- thing you fa^r to ipe in fa« 
vour of your charming irk^d ; and my heart dic- 
tates flij} or^o^ to me. , ' . .; ^ 

JULIA. 

Why» rU be hang'd, after alf^ if you. da not 
love her. 

FREDERICK. 

Lovelier } I adore her ! oblige meiq^faras te 
tell her fo.. • ^ 

'.JULIA. 

Nay, nay, I think yoa may take that trouUt 
uponjrourfelf. 

FREDERICK. 
But the refpedt - . 

JULIA. 

P(ha! fiddle-flick of refpedtl if yoa ftandopoa 
ceremony, you will never come to a right under-' 
(landing together. Come, come, e*en make a round, 
declaration at once. 

FREDEitlCK. 
But may I prefume it will be received I 

JULIA. [To Hortcnfia.] 

Now for a pretty» obliging anfwcr on^ your fide. 

H O R T E N S I A. [In C9nfitfim.y 

Sir I your merit but 

JULIA. [r» Frcdtrick J 

There, yoo fee the thing is aa plain as day •light. 

FREDERICK. [To Hortenfia.] 

Oh, proceed ! one word«M)ne kind, one tender 
word to blefs me ! 

HORTSNSIA. 

What would you have me fay to you I 

JULIA. 

Yoa fee, now> it is as I faid« 
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^REDER^CK. 

.1 have fiill fome dboBc. 

JULIA.. 
Well J yoa are an anaccountable man ! can any- 
thing be more intelligible ? wh^n (he aiks you what 
yoQ would have her fay, it is as much as to tell 
jooy ihe's ready to fay whatever you pleafe. 

FREDERICK. 
My (weet interpreters ! will the charming Ilor- 
tenfia abide by this explanation t 

HORTENSIA. 
lodeed, fir, my friend, here, has fo confiis'd me 
fey her vivacity ;• has fo entangled mfe, that 

JULIA. 

Confns'd! entangFdl yew have fenfe enough, I 
am perfwaded, fir, to make a proper application of 
thefe terms, and to take yoar meafures accordingly:: 
make bnt the attack, and I'll infure you againll a 
repulie. 

»ORtENSIA« 

Giddy creature ! 

S C E N E IIL 

Enter a FOOTMAN. 

FOOTMAN. [To JuUa.] 

• ■ * 

Madam, your father defires your company, 

JULIA. 

rU foUow yon. [To Frederick.] I am ferry, fir^ 

I am obliged to leave you aione with this lady i 

but if her company ihoald grow difagreeable, yoa 

Jiave only to tell her fo, and ihe will leave yoi^ 

and follow me. 

£ 4 KORTENtIA* 
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HORTEKSIA. 
I fliall take care and Q0t tire the gehtldnaDt fti 
I ilia]] go witli yo^. 

FREDERICK. 

Creel Kortenfial will yoa leave ine^ theo,, ur 
this fatal nncertainty ? 

Jf U L 1 A. 

He calls yCn cro^! can yofa fefier that!! 

F §3^'T M A >Ji [To Jolit.] 
Madam, your father will be impatient 

'' 1 U L I A. 

Welly wd]» I am coming* Wait here, both of 
you, tillJtretqrii ;. I ihall tie with you again in- 
flantly^ 

UrOl^TEKStAk 

I ftncy your father wants me, too. Sir, I 

take my leave oC you. for the prefent, an d ■ ■* 

J,U H. A. [TV Frederick.] 

Mittd'fhat, for the prefenc : now that is as much fi 
to fay, I hope I (hall fee you again very foon. 

FREDERICK. 

&/ore yon kave me, faiif. Horxenfia, fofier aie; 
to declare to you, that I (hall literally abide by (he 
anterpreutions of your lovdy fnend. 

HORTEHSIA. 

Sir, yon may take them in what fenfe jom 
ple^fe* 

J If 1. 1 A. 

And fo we leave yoa with a carte blanche. FOL 
if up,, as your iqiaginattOR (hall di^te lo yon; 
we'll Agn, be the articles never fo favotumbke on 
j!Our fide — [To Hortenfia.] Come, once more take 
your leave^Tor the prefent t Ha t ha.! hal 

HOaTHtSIA.. 
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HO R TEN SI A. 

n 13 faificreiit that you do h f6t me j[f;r^//ff/ 
Jvlia omJ Hortenfia ; tht laiitr curf^ing t9 Frederick' 
nMtb J» obliging fimlt^ 

SCENE IV. 

FR£D£RICKv [5«/w.] 

What % bappy conformity do I find between the 
behaVioor of Horrcnlia, and my own way of think- 
ing! how her modefly and amiable bafhfulnefa 
charm me ! and how much preferable do they ap- 
pear in my eyes, to the onreilrained levicy of her 
mead ! Y^s, lovely Hortenfia, yott are born for 
me, as I flatter my felf I am for yon % and I doubc 
not bat this mntual fympathy will in time bring 
about an anion that will render us both happy. Bot 
alas I how do I know that my father will look 
upoo my intentionr with a favoarahle eye f This is 
the only obdacle to my hopes; bat. I will apply 
myfelf fo aiSduonlly to infpire him wkh favourable 
fentiments of this deferving maid, that 1 flatter my*' 
felf he will gire his confentw — But here he is, and 
the fight of bimy at this time,, gives me emotions 
of a nacnre, fas' different from any it ever yet in- 
fpired. But let me not dctjpond : ht loves me ; he 
has a generous heart, and \ maf expefteve^*thing, 
ffoa that tenderKeis, and generofuy. 

S C E N E- V; 

IntiT MEANWE^LL. 

Ml A N W B L L. \i:Myfg te binjclf.] 

Wha>e can my fon be ? I have been fecking for 
him jcve^- where, and ■ > - 

K'5 ratDERica. 
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FREDERICK. 
Here he is, fir, ready to receive and obey any 
Orders you pleafe to give him. ^ 

MEANWELL. 
I am fafficiently convinc'd of year duty and obe- 
dience, Frederick ; and therefore do not doubt bat 
you will obferve what I am now going to fay to 
you : We live in a drange neighbourhood ; a very 
Arange neigh boa rhood, fon! of which I have, for 
a confiderable time, dreaded the infedtion. I have 
obfervM you to walk very frequently up and down 
before the door of a houfe> from whence the moil 
niQ;bid and fatal e£Fe6is may ari{e to a young 
man of your age. Evil example is a contagion 
that fpreads farther than the plague, and does infi- 
nitely more mifchief in a lefs time. 

FREDERICK. ^ 
Peimit me to afiure you, fi r Alas f I dread 
your anger — and cannot explain myfelf, 

^ MEANWELL. 

Speak o«t ; I know the. goodnefs of thy heart, 
my boy, and therefore cannot fufpeft thee of a bafc 
cefign to "deceive your father. Speak out, thcn> 
and tell me what you have to fay in behalf of that 
houfe, the manfion of rioit, folly, and extrava- 
gance ! 

FREDERICK. 

That houfe, fir, conceals a treafure 

MEANWELL. [4Jlde.] 

A treafure ! fore he has not got wind of oar fi;- 

cret ! • 
•* FREDERICK. 

Of which I mod ardently defire ta be pofleft. 

MEANWELL. 

That houfe conceal a treafure ! pr'ythee, who 
could have told thee fo ?-~— I fear you have been 
imposMupon. FUBDEUiCft* 
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BIREDERICK. 
No, fif; my eyes, my \own eyes have convinc'd 
sae of the truth of what I afTert ; and tAy heart 

M E A N W E L L. 
Indeed, fon, yoa feem to be very quick-fighted, 
not to fay felfi/h : 1 could not have tiu>iaght you had 
fach a pa^Eon for riches ! I looked upon yqm as a 
young philofopher., 

FREDERICK. ; 

.Riches ! I, fir, a paf&pn for riches ? I -do not 
underfland you. 

ME^NWELL. 
Why, was not you talking of a treafure thati<«»« 

FREDERICK. 
Dear fir, the pcrfon I mean has neither treafure 
nor fortune, but that which beauty and virtHe.t^rings 
with them. Thefe, &r, are the riches xny eyes and 
heart have difcoverM : they are kept carefully' con - 
ceard in this houfe ; and it is my greateil ambition 
to bring them out of this obfcurity, and Cti them 
forth to the world for univerfal admiration; and in 
this, relying upon your tendernets and indulgence, 
^nd your love for virtue, I prefume to aik your afTiIt- 
ancc. ' • 

MEANWELL. 

Ha ! ha ! ha ! if you knew all, my dear Frede- 
rick, you would not be furpriz'd at my having 

9ii(laken your meaning Forgive the reproaches 

I made you, from a fuppofition" that — Bo^ enough 
of this ; let us come to the point : if I rightly dn^- 
derftand you, you are fpeaking of Hortenfia, 
daughter to old mr. Bellair. 

FREDERICK, 

I tremble to acknowledge it. 

MEANWELL. . 

And why (of 

FREDECt. 
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MEANWELL. 
Indeed, not I* 

FREDE/RICK; 
She is a iQoft amiable young creaMiV.; but I ftilK 
that the. misfiu'tuiies of iier fnatity 

MEANWELL. 
Can yoa think of taking a young woman to yottt 
wife, who has nothing to recofnmend her but her 

' beauty and virtoe? 

1? RED ERICS. 
Let me fay it« without offenduig yon;, this is tht: 
ible ambition of my heart. 

MEAKWEtU 

But have you well, weighed the codegoences <£ 
To deli^^e %n afFaiir ? 

F R E D E R LC K. 
I have»' fir, maturely confider'd it it it is not a 
deiign form'd in bafte, or the effbds of a giddy, 
piflion, Inter^fty I know, oppoies it; but tlialt 
x% too mean and &l£fh a confideration for. mo to^ 
ai^cend ta 

MEANWELU 
Are thefe your real fentiments ? 
FREDERICK. 

They ar«. And the charms and merit of Rimw 
t^nfia overbalance all mercenaiy views in my. 
hieart» 

MEANWELL.. 

Come to my aims, my boy, and let me embrace 
thee. Hear me, Frederick : had you thought in 
any other manner, I fhoold have been the Arft to- 
defpife you. I am oV€rjoy*d at tht noble fdnd-^ 
ments you express, and will this inftant fet abonfr 
procuring for you the objcft of your happinefs. 

raBD£Bxca« 
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FREDERIC K. {Tkro^ifigBtftfel/M bis hues,} 

Qfky fir ! how ftall yonr ftn exprds the over* 
fldwingsof his gratitode for Ais anjmrftleUM good- 
neis and genemty. Accept, tecept, all that love». 
d«ty, gratitode aad obedlciice caa dklatc ; and let 
me th m 

MEANWELL. 

KiCe, my ion $ I cannot do too much for fo de^ 
fenriag a child : retnm back to the hottfe» and I 
will thif infiantgoin fearch of yonn^ fieDair, and. 
aft his cbnfent i for ^vithont that* his fifler cabnot; 
marry : and confidering the deQ>erate condition t9 
which he has ledncM himCdf aadfamiiyi hisi wilt 
gladly embrace the offer. 

F R £ D £ R IC K. 

I ihaO wail your retara witlbiheutmoftimpa. 
tience. 

M-i A N W £ L L. 

Bo fi>— -^[i?;r// Frederick.] How htppy is that 
man, who has a Ton thus worthy of his pfuental 
fimdnefs. He;^day i what does this figure want 
with mt ^ 

SCENE VI. 

£ntir FRONT. 
, FRONT. 
This figure, fir, has the honour to aflbre you^ 
Aat he is your mod obedient, moft< refpe^ilful, aad 
aaoii devoted humbb fervaat. 

ME AN WELL. 

Bray, friend, how do you call youxfelCF 

F R O Mt t. 
fitont, fir, at your fervice. 

If £ A N W I L L. 

Wei), mr. Front ;, and pray what may be yoot^ 
occupation ^ laoHT* 
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FRONT. 

Why» fir» mine is a kind of mixed profefion * 
balf military^ half mercantile. 

MEANWELL. 
Oh, ho, I nnderftand you ; you follow the wor- 
Ihipful employ of fuller to a camp, I prefame. 

FRONT. 

Sometimes ^ but that is by dratagem. 

'4 

ME AN WELL. 

Nay, now I mufb ^nfefs I am in the dark, again. 
* ' FRONT.' 

Well, then, PU explain my fclf:' you mufl know, 
fir, that as having traveU'd a great deal, and feen 
many foreign countries, in which I have pick'd up 
a fmattering of feveral different languages, I un- 
dertook the honourable funfiion of a ?py, in which 
I acquitted royfelf with no fmall fhare of reputa* 
.tion. Thro' a tboufand dangers and difficulties, I 
'iifed to get into the enemy *s camp in the difgnife of 
a travelling. merchant; and under pretence of dif- 
poling of my goods, made my obfervations,' and 
frequently picked up feveral interefting pieces of 
intelligence. 

MEANWfiLL. 

This trade muft have brought yon in a great deal 
of money. 

Vrqnt, 

It did fo, to be fare. I got a vtry genteel and 
comfortable fubfiAence by it ; but it would not do, 
for all that. 

ME AN Well. 
Not do ? ' 

FRONT. 

Oh Lord, no ! for you muil know, 1 1$«8 twice 
within an ace of'-^.^-^lMakingfigns of being ha»£i^ 

lf£,AltW£I.J^. 
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MEANWELL. 

Of going to the gallows ? * 

FRONT. / 

Even (o. The laft efcape I had, coil me all my 

merchandife ; and from that time, I took an oath 

to lay aiide artifice^ and to engage my enemy face 

to face. 

MEANWELL* 

The moft generous fefolve of the .two. 

F .|L O N T. 

So I join'd onr afs^y. on the Rhine, and theie 
was prefently raised to i command. 

M E'A N W E L L. 

How a command ? 

FRONT. 
Yes, fi r ; a colonel, ah intimate friend of yoar\ 
did me the honour of trailing his horfes to my care ; 
and I may fay, without vanity, that I condantfy 
led them into the field during the lail campaign, 

MEANWELLj 

. Oh, ho I then I prefume, mr. Front, you may 
be the peribn whom my friend, the colonel, recom- 
mended to my fervice ; and for whofe fidelity, he 
faid, he would be anfwerable. 

FRONT. 

Yes, fir ; and as he has a very great regard for 
yon, he thought he could not give you a more con- 
vincing proof of it, than by engaging me in your 
fervice, as this letter, I prefume, will inform you, 
[G/<z;/j Meanweli ^ ^//fr, 'wbo.ofensit^ andread^ 

« This bearer of this letter, is the yoang fel- 
<^ low » I was - meniioning^ to vyou the other 
<< day, and' wjijom I would recommend to 
;< yott to. take into your fervice^*; 

' • - ^ FawT. 
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Yoa^Bdp fir, the colonel 19 )il JtM^ o€ ln€nt^^ 

Vbtt hiight/lUve waited- tbr this flaheg^ric from 
anbther hand, ^choat being at cht.troable of ma- 
kine it yoorfelf. 

FHONT. 

Why, lit, a) i knbw mankind are icldoin fend 
6f faying any.gQod ■oft>ne aaother, I:geiiera])y. 
take cftft ie be before-hand In m^r'OWA eofllmeBda- 
ttoa. Befidcs, . k may be neceflary t» (ttievcftt mC 
takes, toiet you know, I am Some dcgreei rcmoT'd 
above the vulgar ; and. that as to wit and merit, I< 
think I *may defy. . ■ 

M E'A N- W E Liw 

Pray, good important fir, give me leave Co fiaifh * 

reading the letter. 

FRONT* 

I am mate, fir : filent as th^ grave. 

MEAWW^tt. tkisJi.y: 
« At any time that you find yonrfelf iBcI!&ablt" 
<< to be dull, fend for fignor Front $ and if' 
*« he does not divert you, fend him back 
*' to me» If you (hould at any time be at.^ 
** a lofs for terms to expreft yonrieif, he* 
•* will fnpply yoo with as^ many, anl of • 
** whatever kind yoa pleafe. In a word, i 
•* dont know his fdlowfbr arehntft and 
«• humour*" 

« 

- Rbt pray, good mr. Front, wkattSteorlty can yoa- 
•give for } odr good behavioor ? gendemen of yooi 
profeliion are very apt to be a ittSa li^t finger'd. 

f R « K T. 

Why, fir, tho* few perfims are mcrd ready at a 
dextrous tarn, than myfelf, yet I never pat my ta- 
lents in ufe but for my recreation. 
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MEANWELL, 
But porhaps you nuy chufe to exerdfe thoft ta- 
knts at my expence» and chM ivHl moil certainly 
bring yow expert worihip tb-*-[M«i//r^ thtfamifigns^ 

as Front Sdijomt iim$ bef9ri,'\ 

FRONT. 
There is «0 danger,, fir. Like the geattenien of 
the road» I akvays fpare the houfes that give me 
entertaiament Ai]^ my chara^tcf of your fiicAd 
ihe colonek 

M E A N W E L l^ 
He anfwejVy indeed, for your fidelity, 

F R O N Tv 
On]y put a confidence in mn^^r^ and you (hail' 
Ind roe (launch; but if yon diftruR me, look to 
yourfeif: 1*11 deceive yeu, in fpice'of your teeth* . 

MEANWELU 
ThoQ art an original, that is molb coiaiiiw 

FRONT. 
I Ihould be fony to be any other ; yOm* copyera 
are the oioft infipid aaimals exiHingb ' 

MBAXWELU 
Vrt% foUpw me ; I am pleased #iA % 1^^ 
Jnoar, and will eadeavour to pnt confidi^nce ia thcer 
hot tell yon before-hand, if Icatc^i ydu cheating 
me, I will treat yoa as a fpy, aad tack yon up 
vithottt any further ceremony. 

[£«ry Mi^well I MroK^/$lbw$9jg Urn. 
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ACT III. SCENE L 

Entir Ycui^ BEL LAIR amd PACE* 

Young BEL LAIR. 
O yoo know, mr. Pace, that I will be pot off 



no longer, and ipfift upon yoor giving me afi 
exad account of the money I committed to yoor 
charge ? how miich \% there remaining f 

'P AC E. 
* In truth fii[i the fum will not overburden yoB. 
Indeed, indeed, my good mader, yon arc a very 
extraordinary perfonage ; yoa ikx2i fpend all yoor 
money, and then begin to reckon it. This ii 
fliuttiog the iliJsle door, when the fteed is ftoleo. 

Yoqng BELLAIR. 
Truce with your proverbs if you pkafeS, and glv« 
•me the account I ordered yoo to draw out. 

PA C E. 
Lord, fif ! lam thinking if my old mailer flionld 
come home, what a piece of work here would be. 
My God ! what would he fay, to £nd hifi hoafc 
fold, and all the money fpe&t? 

Young BELLAIR. 

My account! 

. PACE. 

What a noife would here be! *Slife! theve7 
thought of it makei vay .ears ting(e. - 

Yoong BELLAIR. 

My account, I fay. 

FACE. 
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PACE. 

And then the poor old foul has not a place to 

pat his head in ; he .mail take op his lodgings with 

fthe fowls of the air, unlefs be 'will accept of -part 

our little room in the court-yard, and that y 00 

know - , 

Young BELL AIR. 

Once more my account f or 

PACE, 
ph, your account ? your account ? why— here 
it is, if you will have it. It is' a curious piece Til 
alTare you. Til read itlo yoii [Pulling out a long rdl 

Young B £ Li< AIR. 
It (eems to be furioufly. blotted and interlined. 

.- P A C ^. j^* ^ • * > 

Pardon me fir, noticing can be more clear or bet* 
Icr.digefted, I divided it into three parts. 

Young B £ L L A I R. U 

Zounds ! you are very m^hodical. 

PACE. 

Oh^ fir f there is nothing like method in aC4. 
counts ; it fatisfiet alt parties. 

* • Young BEL LAIR. 

Pray let me fee this curious piece. 

PACE. 

In the firft place, I range yoor expences aBdei" 
^hree feveral heads. 

Young BELL AIR. 

Namely — 

PACE./ 

TheTabk. * , : / 

Young BELL AIA. ; : 
Well. 

PACE. 
^ Play. ^' • : 

Yoon^ 
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' I^oceedJ 

P A CI. 

* Aind Women. Thcfe, you know, arc the thret 

principal avQfcatk)i}S of your life/ and confequcnl^ 
make the chief heads of my accowit. 

Yoang BELL AIR. 
This rafca) has. feme wit aboat biin. 

PACE. 
And honcily too, as you ftiall fee. ^or yo# 
table, IRtadtMg] imprimis—— 

Young B £ L L A I R* 

Why not, htO^ I 

P A € »i , 

OkLordJir, loipnmis founds much betters 

' • Young BELL AIR. 

What, d'pedknt too! thit^ is fometMng cxltM*^ 
binary in A valet. 

PA.CE. 

pedant or not, as yon pleafe.- Imprimis, I ft/i 
Mr in year's rent, for your, little fomincr fwt; , 
gardener*! wagGS^ and- maintainaoce of himftp 
and family, one hundred pounds. Sccondo, fof^ 
private entertainments and merry-makings, gir» 
at different times at the faid liobTe, af^er hatiBfi. 
ibid yoQr own, five hundred pounds. 

Young BELLAIR^ 

I That damn'd houie has been the ruin of lAC* 

j P AC e;. 

And will be oRmztky others. As it is all oT«r 
with US' now, I have difcharged it^ awl here is ^ 
I lieceiptfor theivnt; 

I Yi>«ag; &£Li^A.lR« 

Mfiff weH* 



Tertks for ikm crt*? ftpfWH (^^% ^>y y^or 
«rd«fft IQ vmn ■ ■ ' ■ ■ > yQ« ki^c^ wWk I mean* 

Vaottg BltLbAIIU 

Yes, yes, go on, , 

'Pips. 

Thirty poandfl ; liqa(|r> yos know, incladed. 

Well, well! bo matter, ^ Kreze elegantly* 
Cerved. 

P-ACB. 

QuartOy^ for a bait and entertainment, that laHed 
a whole iiight and a day in the public gardens at 
Bonlogae, two hoadred . and twenty five pounds; 
you kno«w that yon had at leaft twenty peribns (^ 
the frft di.ft&^ion ^herej^withoat redeeming oiir two 
Mves. 

Yomg BELLAIH. 

Gooai. 

PACE. 

Qotnco, for oor own privatetaUe, fince the felling 

of oar laoafe t» afore(aNl, throe InadMi. and Afty 

poands fome «dd Ibilliags.— -^N^ K ,A great 

aumber of fmarts, bocks, bloodt,aad choice fpirits, 

a(ed to come in a frte manner to 'partake of oar 

ordiaary, who had all of them capeilcnt .ftomiichs, 

and . f 

Y«wig PELLAIJU 

Speak not of them bat with refycS^ they are 
Sladribot foals. 

P A C S. 

Total expeace fyt the table, during three months, 
eight hnndred and t%ponnds.—— What think yoa 
•fthat? 

Young BELL AIR. 

. 1 have nothing to iay agai^ft it. . 
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Now for th^ arQ&H.bi {jtay : At one' fitting fifteen 
hundred poands. ^Thi$ article is conciie, bat'piett)r 
heavy. What t^e iucer cpal^ poiTeTsyoo to fit down 
to hazard ? 

Young BEL LAIR. ^ 

It was |he moft fobiiAi kdhn I ever comniitted. 

f» A C R 

And that is fayiiig a greal diisA r bat to go on. 
Third^rliclc/^om^ii. '^ - ^ '^ "-'' ' 

, Young MXl^ L^ I R. 

Thait is an article of expence I ihall never again 
i incur, I ani refolved hehceforwar^t tp confine my» 

(eif toone. . - . : . 

PACE. 

'•"*,■' • ■ " * 

And even that Js one too much. 
*< Deceitful Cex, your triumph now is o*er.'' 

Young B E L L A I R. 

Truce with your flights, and continne yoor 

account. 

. , - , : •-■:? A.C E. . ,f 

I have jttft done, fir.: X0 nifs . ■■ f i I have left 
her name Uanki».left your ^cQouut^ould fall into 
another. haad. : 'Made over' ^ M^ tlady* an a^gn- 
ment for two hundred poimd^^ in confideration for 
her giving up a promife pf iAiu'di9ge made to her 
by your honour over your cups. 

Young BELLAfiL, 
\ IremenAcrit. « ■ ' » J u : 

I PACE..' 

Item, to her maid;* fifty'^'pbunds* 

YouAgBEL'LA^R. "' '^' 

Fifty pounds to her maid! i never bwed.her ai3j[ 

thing. 

PACE, 

I But I did, fir, and that was the fame thing ; for 

while 
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"VfhWc you was figning acontrad^ with her midrefs 
mba^c ilatf s, 1 was fealing below j and fo your 
honour was engaged for me as well as yonrfelf r 
would you have had me have marry'd an Abigail ^ 

Young BELL AIR. 

^ 0& r t0;berure, I (hould never thidk of degrading 
mr. Pace in that manner ; but proceed. 

PACE," ■• 

^ Item, Tor pompons, ribbands, gloves,. fans, iippets, 
Tcarfs, mofTs, and other trifling prefects fent to the 
abovenamed lady by your order, two hundred 
pounds. 

Y«Dng BEL LAIR. 

That is a plaugy deal of money, for knick-knacks. 

PACE. 
Yon know, fir, far fetched and dear bought, faj9 
the proverb, and now-a^days nothing is 10 much 
run,after as knipk-knacks : They are the cajfte of 
rtie age. Who lb fond of them as yourfefft witnefs 
the fums you have fquandered upon Italian fingers 
and dancers. 

Young BELL AIR. * 
I i:onfe(s it to my fliame* 

PA €«; '^ • . ■ ' 
Item, for the marriage cxpence^ ef your gar-< 
dener's daughter, (oh, the pretty rogue!) twenty 
po4iml3, and to portion her out, one hundred and 
fifty more. 

Young ,B.E l* IfJi I R. 

That money was well laid out 

? A C E. 

It was fe, for you was the occafion of the girPs 
being in fuch a hurry for a holband ■ -Total of ail 
isxpences, two thoufand nine hundred and feventy 
pounds. 

Young 
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Yomig EBLLAIR. 

Well, well, I won't fiaad wkli yoa f&r a triAc^ 
lifin^j^ yeurt>WB aocQont, duteti coming to flDi|» 

^qe hondre4 and thirty pounds. 

FACE. 
9ut hold. here*s «n aitidc I hid fbipKr 9or« 
aiote of hand paid for o^r, Shufle, two . hondied 
pounds ; upon youir joining with him in a noccy 
^ou know his creditors releaied him i and as (bom. 
iis the cage was open, the bird took his flight, and 
wou!d have left you to have liBed his ftbcct iff 
had hot raifed the money. 

Yonng BELLAIH. 

W«U, I do not repent of having done Am 

j;ood adion s he raifed my companion in fuch a 

inaanert that I oould not help being' fecarity fer 

him. 

I» A c E. 

JJsghly well ! I ind yo« can have conqpaflioa 
for others^ tho^yon have none feryouricif* 

Young BELL AIR. 

So then, we have ne money after allt 

PACE. 
Not a foofe, and yoeaie «ear Aventy poandt in «f 
•debt ; I have lived by my wits theie ihret days. 

YeiMg Bl^LBAIR. 

I am in moeh the ftme cafe, I know not when 
to pat my head. 

1» A CE. 

£*en let as go down to your farm in the^onntrjs 
and live upon that tiH we can get fomething better. 
Bht mom i here come* old mr. MeaAwctt. 

3CENS 
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SCENE II; > - 
Enter M E A N W E L L. 

» • 

meanwell. 

My fon and I .have been feeking yoxx this hour» ,,^' 
mr. Bellair. ^ 

Young B E L L A I R. 
Indeed ^ I mail confefs yoa furprife me ; for I 
think we arc not very fond of each other's com- 
pany. 

MEANWELL. 

Be that as it may, circum (lances, yoa know, 
fometimcs bring together thofe of the moft oppo- 
fite difpofitions. I have fomething of great im« 
portance to propoie. Fleafe to order your fervacnt 
CO withdraw. 

Young B £ L L A I It« 

I keep nothing fecret from him* • 

PACE. 
As I could convince you, by feme proofs that 
Woald furprize you. 

MEA>TWELL. 
And not greatly edify me. However, fince It 
is your mafler^s pleafure, you may remain. 

Young B E L L A- 1 R. 

You feem to have the air of intending me s 
ledure [ 

M E A N W E L L. 

Not T, indeed. 

PACE. 
I am heartily glad of it ; for it would only b« 
fo much loll time. 

MEANWELL, 

• Truly I am of your opinion. 

Vol. II. L Younj 
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Young B E L L A I R. 
Well, now to your bufinefs. 

M E A N W E L L. 
Yoa mud know then* chat, at my Ain^s rcqaef^ 
1 am come to make a propofal to you, which, I 
am perfuadedy you will be greatly pleafed witiu 

Young B £ L L A I R. 
We (hall fee. 

M E A N W E L L. 
Prederick has a great efteem for your filler Hor- 
teniia ; and has earncftly entreated me to aik her of 
you in marriage. Will you give your confent? 

Yoong B £ L L A I R. 
. You do OS both a great xieal of honour ; but my 
iifter is by no means a Aiitable match for your fon; 
and therefore I would advife you to feek «Ifewhere. 

PACE. [4^tf/« Young Bellalf.] 

Zounds, fir ! are you out of your fenfes, to re» 
fufe fuch an offer for your fider ? 

Young B £ L L A J R. 

' Peace, rafcal! 

PACE, [^fiii to Young Bclla-x.] 

But do you confider, after this alliance, the fa- 
ther and the fon will lend us money at a dead lift f 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

Hold your tongue, or I'll 

PACE. [Afide.l 

What curfed whim has taken him now ? 

MEANWELL. 
I muft confds I expe£kd a more obliging an- 
fwer. Are you not fatisfy'd, mr. Btllair, with 
liaving ruin'd your own fortune, but you mud op- 
pofe the making of your filler's ? 

PACE. 
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PACE. 
He's befide himfelf to be fare. 

Young B S L L A I R. 

Hang-dog ! if I hear another word out of your 
lips, 1*11 ftrangle thee. 

PACE. 

With all n\y heart : Til fpeak my mind for all 

that. 

MEANWtLL. 

Pray, let us come to an explanation. What is 
your reafon for faying that Hortenfia is not a fuit- 
ab)e match for my fon ? 

Vouhg B E L L A I It. 

Becaufe he will have a large fortune, and fiit 
has none. 

M £ A N W E L L. 
h that all the difEcuIcy ? 

Young B £ L L A J R. 

And an inform'ountable ohe, I aflure you. 

MEANWELL. 
No fuch thing : we only stfk your fifler. My 
fon is willing to marry her without a fortune. I 
applaud his intention, and have given him my 
confent ; fo that there is only your's wanting. 

Youflg B £ L L A I R. 

Mr. MeanweH, notwithftanding i have a full 
ienfe of your generolity, yet neither my fitter nor 
xnyfelf can profit by it. 

MEANWELL. 
Why fo? 

Voung B *£ L L A I R. 

Becaufe it would refiedl eternal difgrace upon hdr 
to marry into fo rich a family as yours without 
bringing any thing of her own; nejther ihould I be 
able to farvive the Ihame : thereforei fir, you muft 

L z excufe 
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excafe me, if I refofe my confent, unlefs I gire my 
iifier fome little fortune. 

PACE. 
And where the devil are yoa to £nd it ? 

Young B £ L L A 1 It. 

I know where it is to be had. 

MEANWELL. [yffide.] 

Sare he has no notion of the money that's hid ? 

Young B E L L A I R. 

All that I have left of my (hatterM fortune is t 
iinall eftate in Normandy ; this I will fettle upon 
my Met for her portion : I wi(h it were more con- 
£derable ; bat ftill it is not defpicable. 

PACE. 

How ! are yQU going to part with yonr lands, 
the only refource you have left ? what are we to 
live npon when they are gone ? 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

Providence will provide. 

PACE. 
Fine truding to Providence indeed ! we have de* 
&rv*d fo well of it. 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

Was I to ftarve for want, I would abide by the 

resolution I have made. So, mr. 'MeanweJJ, if 

you like my prppofal, well; ifnot, there the a&ir 

ends. 

MEANWELL. 

Do yoa think that I will ever agree to fet the 
finifhing hand to your ruin ? What will the world 
fay of me ? what will your father fay when he re- 
turns? No, no j; I'll confent to no fuch thing. 

PACE. [Afide to McanweU.] 

For heaven's fake, fir, keep firm to that. 

YouBg 
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Young ^B E L L A I k. 
Let me entreat you, fir, to accept this oShr^ 
You cannot do me a more feniible pleafure. 

PACE. [Afiie.2 

The devil's in hiro^ to be fure ! 

MEANWELL. 

It is what I will never confent to. 
YouDg BELLAIR,] 

I earneftly entreat you to do it^ 

PA C E. Ijlfide to Yoong Bellair.] 

Let me talk to him a little ; you {hall fee PU 
bring him round. 

Yoang BELLAIR. 

Do foy and you^ll oblige me. 

PACE. [To MeanweD.] 

Sir, will you give me leave to fay a word or tWf 
to you in private ? 

ME AK WELL, 
With all my heart. 

* PACE. 
Step a little this way, if you pleafe, fir.— -Fur- 
ther yet — There. 

MEANWELL. 
Well, what have you to fay ? 

» PACE. [In a low veiei.J 

Why, fir, the eilate he offers you is the moft 
Curfed thing that ever man had in his hands. 

MEANWELL* 

You don't tell mefo? 

PACE. 
Ay, and ferioufly too. Why, fir, it is nothing 
but (line and ftones : nothing in the world Will 
grow upon it. 

L 3 MEANWELL, 
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MEANWELL. 

The devil ! 

Young B £ L L A t R. 

Have you done ? 

p A e B. 

Have a little patience— [7« Mean well.] Lord 
£r> it produces pothing but thiUles and fowseari 

MEANWELL. 
A curious harveft ! He ihould fow knavery 
there, and it would yield a plentiful crop. 

PACE, 

Vtry true, fir. 

Young B B L L A I R. 

Come, make hade; Ilofeall patience. 

PACE. 

But this is not the worft, fir ; for you muft know 
that this fame eftate has been fatal ta every one it 
has belonged to. Some have run out all they had, 
and others have bang'd themfelves. 

MEANWELL. 

Nay, now you are jefiing with me. 

PACE. 
Not I, upon my honour, firj I never was more 
ferious in my life. I know that my m after lays 
all his ruin to it ; and that is the reaibn he wants 
to get rid of it at any rate. I tell you this, fir, 
in confidence, ^nd becaufe I would not fee you 
impofed upon : and I hope you are a gentleman of 
too much honour to betray me to my mafter, fir. — 

MEANWELL. 
I fiiall hardly think of repeating all this ftuE 

PACE. [AJide /• Young B«llair.] 

I have ufed all my endeavours to perfuade hlib 
10 comply ; but he fidl holds out. 

Young 
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VoiMg & E L L A I R. [To Meanwell.] 
What Pace has been faying to you, I fin<f— — 

MEANWELL. 

Has made no ixnpreilion on me. However——* 

PACE. [Afide to MeanwdL]. 
IT you will not believe me, I am forry for it ^ 
but I have nothing ta reproach myfelf with : I 
have told the plain truth. 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

And fo you will not accept of this eftate ? 

M£ANW£LL» 
Indeed, no. 

PACE. 

No, no, ril anfwer for him. 

Young B £ L L A I R*. 

How^o 3rou mean t 

PACE. 

Why, he is refolv'd not to be behind with you^ 

in geseroiity. Oh, he ha» a fpirit ! foch a 

fpiriti if yoa knew all 

Young B E L L A I R. 

To cat the matter fliort j if you wUl not accept 
my •date, LwiW not give my fitter to yourfon. 

P ACE. 
Did not r tell you fo ? Will you believe me 
another time ? 

Hr E A 1^ WE L L. 

Upon my word Tm at a lofs to know what ta 
think of this obflinacy $ it ieems forcM. 

Young B E L L A I R. 

Forc'd or not, I'm fix'd. 

MEANWELL. 
And this is your final anfwer? 

L 4 "^ Young 



048 The LIBERTINE. 

Youos B £ L L A I R. 
It is. 

MEANWELL. 

Then Tit take tny leave. 

PACE. [4y?A.] 
I breathe once more. Our poor dear eftate ift 

itfe diii; 

M E A N W E L L. 
Coniidet well of this affair before we part. 

Young B E L L A I R4 

The more I coAfider, tkc more determifi^d-l 
ihall be. Yoar fervam. 

MEANWELIm 

My fon ihall pay you a viiit ; perhaps he may 
facceed better than I have been able to do. 

Yovng B E L L A T R. 
I alTare yoa, upon my honoofy that he, nor 
any one breathing, (hall not make me alter my 
prefent way of thinking. Adieu. 

\^Exeunt Young Bellair on/ Pace.} 

MEANWELL. 

What an unacconntable man is this !- what a 
grange compound of good and bad qualities ! 
How is it poJQible ioch an abandonM libertine 
fhould be capable of thinking and adting fo nobly I 
I muft endeavour to fee my friend Allworthy : he 
may help us, perhaps, to get over this obHadc; 
and^n a lucky moment, here be comes ! 

SCENE III. 

£nur .AI. LWORTHY. 

A L L WO R T H Y. 

Mr. Meanwcll, is it you? will you walk in? 
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MEANWELL. 

NOf I thank you ; we cati talk more privately 
here. I have a thoufand things to fay to you— — « 
YoQ know my Ton ? 

ALLWORTHY. 
I do. He*s the very contrail of ovr IibertiBe^ 
here. 

MEANWELL. 

Well ; this foB, fo prudent, fo circumfpefl— — « 

ALLWORTHY. 

Has been guilty of fome foUy, Ifuppoie. Well^ 
well 

MEANWELL. 
He has indeed ; and the greateft of all fi>llieH 

ALLWORTHY. , 

How ? Heaven forbid ! 

MEANWELL. 

He*s over bead and ears in love. 

A L L W OJl THY. 

Indeed ! and with whom ? 

MEANWELL. 
Why, with the daughter of our poor friend* 

ALLWORTHY, 

Hortenfia ? 

MEANWELL. 

The fame. 

ALLWORTHY. 

Upon my word I am rejoiced to hear if« It ihalt 
be a wedding whenever you pleafe. 

MEANWELU 

Not fo foon as ypo think. 

ALLWORTHY. 

Why» wha( is to retard it^ if I give my con-. 
fcnt } 

L ^ >d£ANWILt« 
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MEANWELE. 
Wc maft have her brother's confent toa. 

A L L W O R T H Y. ^ 
Wellf and what prevents him from giving it T 

MEANWELI,. 

A reafon that yon will Utile imagine. We of<> 
fer'd him to take Horteikfia without a portion^ and" 
he indfted upon giving her one. Unlefs we would 
accept of his eftate in Normandy with his fifter, he 
would not give his confent to the marriage. Now». 
we were refokr*d to have only his After without hia 
eflate ; and fo we parted. 

ALL WO R T H y. 

Sb that a mutual generofity prevented* yoa frtom. 
coming to. an agreement. 

M E A N W E L L. 
You are righti. However, I have fome reafon to 
believe> that he has another motive than gene- 
rofity for wanting to faddle us with his eilate ; for 
I am aiTured that it is a mod deteftablc fpot ; that 
the foil produces nothing but Hones and weeds i 
andy in (bort, that no one ever thrived that has 
had any thing to do with it. 

ALLWORTHY. 

Andy pray, who told you this fine ta]e^ 

MEANWELL. 
His own man» Pac&. At firft I did not miod 
■what he faid, tho^ he told it me in confidence : but 
young Bellair^s infilling fo much upon our taking 
it> confirmed what the other faid. 

ALLWORTHY. 

,Well, I fee men of the greatefl underfiandiog 

may he ea^ly made the dupes of artful knaves. 

This tafcal has grofsly impofed upon you. Tb^ 

cKate is in as good conditioa^s can be defir^d. It 

*" is 
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» worth, at leaft, two hundred a year : and if 
would have been fold long ago, if 1 had not pre- 
vented it underhand. 

M E A N W E L L. 

Well, I believe what you fay, and this is an 

additional reafon for me to refufe the offer made us 

of it, fince it may ferve as- a petty provifion for 

young BcUair, now- the reft of his fortune is fpentk 

ALL WORTHY. 
My dear friend, it would hard!y ferve him td 
defiay the expences of a day. 

M E A N W E L L. 

I have a thought come into my head, whick 
xnay bring matters about in a manner agreeable to 
aU parties. 

A L L-W OR T HY. 

What is it ? 

MEANWELL. 

Cannot yoa tell him, that his father left a fuia- 
of money with yon to portion out his daughter ? 

AJLL-W O R T HY. 
I eovld fo : and, agreeable to the intention of 
my abfent friend, I think I may take fix thoufand 
pounds out of the fum I have concealM> and giva 
it to his beloved child for her portion : but then, 
I. cannot beftow it on yQur ion, without young 
Bellair's knowledge; and, If once he fhould dif- 
cover, that his father had left any money in charge 
with me, he might oblige me to give it to him. 

MEANWELL. , 

That is trne But flay 1 have it ! The 

ich'eme is indeed rather- too ludicrous for people oC 
our years, bat it is vin excellent good one — Yes,, 
yes, it will certainly lid us of all difficulties. . 

^ ALLWORTHY. 



«J2 .The LIBERTINE. 

ALLWORTHy. 
• I am all impatience to know what it is, 

MEANWELL. 
Liften then. You mull know that I have jull 
taken into my fervice, one Front, a fellow who is 
recommended to me by an old friend, an officer 
of diHindioQ now retired from fervice, who brought 
this gettius home with him from Germany. He's 
a fellow of excellent parts and addrefs ; and no 
•ne knows any thing of him in town, as yet. 

ALLWORTHY. 

WcU, but what has this fellow^ to da with onr 
affair ? 

M t AN WELL. 
Yon will hear. I intend to drefs him in a fea- 
habit, and make him pafs for the captain of a 
merchant-ihip jaft arrived from Pondicherry in the 
£afl Indies. 

ALLWORTHV. 

Vm B6 much to ieek as ever. 

MEANWELL, 
Patience. This (ham captain (hall pretend to 
l>e an intimate friend and acquaintance of old mr. 
Beilair, who, by the ftory that I will put into hh 
mouthy ihall have made a large fortune in the Eail 
Indies, and have given him iix thouiand pounds in 
bank notes, to depout in the hands of a broker, ' 
to pay to you for the ufe of his daughter Hortcnfia, 
, as a- marriage-portion. 

AtLWORTHY. 
Upon my word, an admirable fchenel ^nd 
>your iea-captain, I fuppofe, is t6 throw himfelf ia 
young Bellair*s way, to teU* him this iae ftory, 

%nd' 
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M E AN W E L L. 
You have it. Til go dire^Iy and give cor cap. 
tain his inftrudtions/ In the mean time, do you 
place the fam agreed upon ready in the broker's 
hands, and take a receipt of him for it, which 
the captain (hall fhow to our libertine ; who, when 
he iinds his filler has fo genteel a provifion, wilt 
make no dif&culty of confenting to her marriage 
with my ion. 

ALLWORTHY. 

I'll dire^Iy fet about 'executing my part ia thi« 
affair ; and make not the leafl doubt. - 

M E A N W B L L. 

Kulh \ here comes that rafcal Pace. Detain 
him here for fome time in converfation, and Ptt 
take the opportunity to go and prepare the captain^ 

AI^LWORTHY. 

Leave us, leave tt&. [Exit Meanwell.} 

SCENE IV. 

Enter PACE- 
PACE. 
Notwithftanding your having forbid me to appear 
before you again, fir, i thought it my duty to wait 
on yotty to acquaint yoa of what has lately hap- 
pen*d. My matter, fir, is determined to make 
away with his eilate in the country. 

ALLWORTHY. 
Indeed I is he going to fell it ? 

PACE. 
N69 iir^ he is going to give it aw^y. 

ALLWORTHY* 

To give it away ! to whoia ? 

PACJ.' 
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PACE. 
7o his filler, fir, for her marriage portiom 

ALLWORTHY. 

And do yon fuffer that ? 

P A c E, 
I db all in my power to prevent it. I have been 
arguing with him this half hour, but he heeds me 
so more than if I was talking to a flaroe ; fo t 
refolv'd to come to you, in order to befeech yoa> 
with all humility^, to back me with your authority. 

ALLWORTHY; 

Me? I Ihall give myfelf no more concern about 

your sifFairs^. Squander, lofe, give, fpend, wafle 

and devour all you will> and- as yoowill, what is ii 

CO me ? 

PACE. 

Lord have mercy upon us, fir I. can yon bear to 
let one of the bell eftates in Normandy go out of 
the family ? an eftate that is in the moft fiourifiiing 
condition; that yields a- double crop, almoft with- 
out any trouble. In (hort, an eUate that is worth 
its weight in gold: 

ALLWORTHY, 

Ihdeed V why you give me fuch a chara6Uir of it, 
as xifakes me have half a mind to purchafe it. I 
fancy mr. Meanwell will hardly bid againft me; 
do youthink he will ? 

PA C B. 

Dear fir, why do you afkme ? 

ALLWORTHY. 

Nay, nothing ; only I fancy he is not fond of 

eftates that have been fatal to all thofe they have 

belonged to. 

PACE. 

Hal ha! ha! I fee the old gentleman has fwal- 

low'd 
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low'd the bait. He has told you all that pa^ed 
between us, I fuppofe. 

ALL WO R T H y. 

He has fo ; and woald not have it^ if yon would 
give it. him for nothing. 

P A C p. 
Well, for a wife man> he has bat a weak head": 
is not that triith, fir ? 

ALLWORTHY; 
But there is a greater truth flilL 

P A C E> 
What is that, pray fir? 

ALL WORTHY. 

That you are the moil impudent liar breathiBg^. 

FACE, 

Faith, fir, when a man^s bread is concern'^d, all 
means are lawful. 

ALLWORTHY. 

Well , well, you need be under no apprehenfion* 
for mr. Meanwell will not conclude the matter, till 
he knows whether old mr. Bellair Is willing hia 
daughter Ihould be marry M. 

P A C I. 
And how is he to know that ? 

ALLWORTHY. 
By the captain af a fhip, who is juft arrived from 
Pondicherry, and has brought us letters from the old 
gentleman^ 

PACE. 

Well i and what news ? 

ALLWORTHY. 

Wc hear that old mr, Bellair is v^ry well* 

PACE. 

' Which makes me very ill, I am fore. 
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ALL WORTHY. 
And that we may exped to fee him very Coon. 

P A c £• 
It's all over with me, then. 

ALI^WORTHY. 
V This fame captain is now looking for thy mafter^ 
to give him orders from his father. 

PACE. 
And J« fir, maft beg you to give me your advice. 

ALL WORTH Y. 
With all my heart. 

PACE. 
Which you think bell for me to do ; to inhft for 
a foldier, or hang myfelf ? 

ALLWORTHY. 
Why really, my lad, of the two, I think yoa 
liad befi hang yourielf ; that's my opinion. 

PACE. 

May be fo : but it does not happen to be mine. 
However, till I can determine upon one of the 
two, will you be fo good to order me fomething to 
break my fall, of which I have great need, I affurc 
you ; for I am already half dead with hunger. 

ALLWORTHY. 
I am glad to hear it ; for that will fave you the 
trouble ^ hanging yourfeif. lExit AUworchy. 

SCENE V: 

PACE [Mm.] 

Your fervant. The devil take fuch coancellors, 
fay I ! what a malicious old (bound rel this is ! how 
he diverted himfelf with my perplexity ! but what 

an 
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an afs was I to believe what he faid ? I'll be hang'd 
if the arrival of this captain of a (hip is not fome 
fiery trump'd Qp between the two old fellows, to 
keep my mailer and I in awe : or, if there is any 
one come from Pondicherry, he certainly brings 
news of this fame father of ourt having taken a 
trip into the other world. Lord fend it may be fo t 
If the old fellow is dead, I am my own man again ; 
if he*s coming home, look tothyfelf, friend Pace; 
bailtnadoes will enfue, and thofe out of number. 
Bat pox of fear ! it belones only to women ahd 
cowardi. So fall back^ fill edgCi I am prepar'd 
to face the worft. lExiu 



End of the Thir0 Act; 
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A C T IV. S C E N E I. 

£tt/er Young BELLAIR and PACE. 
FREDERICK meetingthenu 

FREIXEILICK. 

STAY a little, mr. Bellair. 
Young B £ L L A I Rv 

No preaching, I befeech yoa. 

FREDERICK. 

My friendfhip will not fuffer me to diipenfe witlk 

Young BELLAIR. 

And my inclinatioa will not permit me to give 
ear to it. Befides, I am in hafte at prefent, and 
have no time to lofe. 

FREDERICK. 

I am fbrry to fay it,, mr. Bellair, yoa have loft 
too much already. 

Voung BELLAIR. 

May be (o : bat my moments are now precious ;. 
I have not one to fpare. 

PACE. 
My mailer tellB you the truth, indeed, fir ; for 
• needs muft when the devil drives, as the old faying 
is : and we are now pott hafte in purfuit of a dinner,, 
and have not been able to overtake it yet. 

FREDERICK. 
Well, ftop your journey, then, yoa (hall dine 
with. me. 

FAC£.. 
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PACE. [To Frederick.] 
Take him at his word, fir, and let us fet our- 
(elves down to table ; we may moralize there be- 
tween the courfes. 

Young B E L L A I R. 
Thefe mighty fage people take away my (lomach; 
and I had rather ftarve, than be eblig'U to keep 

them company. 

PACE. 

Now I am not fo very fond of ftarving. 

Young B E L L A I R^ 

M^ke yourfelf cafy, we wijl dw heartily and 
joviaHy together. 

PACE. 

Then make halle and give the gentleman his an- 
fwer. 

Young. B E L L A I R. 

That witt be done in a trice. [To Frederick] 

Sky yourfervant. 

FACE. 

Sir, yourfervant. 

FREDERICK. 

Nay, fir, by heaven's you (hall fiay and hear 
mer 

Young BELL AIR. 

Well, what have you to fay to me T 

P A. c E, 

Give me leave, fir, to bint,, that the fhorter you« 

difcourfc, the better -, for we are really and truly in 

a ilate of falling ; and hunger, you know, has no 

. • ears. 

FREDERICK. 

Have bat a little patience, and your wants (hall 

be fupply'd. 1 know, my dear Bellair, thaP 

you have a generous and noble fool ; and that your 
exccfles have been owing to a miftakcn good-naiitre, 

which 



s 
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which made you give way, without thinking, t* 
^ny-thhig proposed to you by a iet of people 
who defpisM you for your credulity. It is now high 
time to call in refolution to your fuccoor^ to open 
your eyeSy and know your true friends. 

YoaRg B E L L A I R. 

And who are thefe true friends f 

FREDERICK. 

Thofe who will give you good counfeh 

PACE. 

I had rather (ee thofe who would give us a good 
dinner, and open their purfc-ftrings to fupply our 
empty pockets. 

FREDERICK. 

Do you want to know who is your real friend i 

PACE. 

Lord ! have 1 not been telling it himf 

FREDERICK. 

No more raillery. The man who is really a 
friend, will always tell you the truth, and reprove 
you for your errors, how difagreeable foever the 
hearing may be to you $ but look on him as your 
bitterell foe, who will c(Miceal your follies, or en« 
courage yon in the purfuit of them. 

PACE. 
If what this gentleman fays, is true, iir, yotf 
have a number of enemies indeed^. 

FREDERICK. 
Of which yon are the chief. 

PACE. 

Me, fir ! nay, then, if I was to faft till doomV 

day, I mud fpeak the truth ; and let mr. Bellair con- 

tradid me, if I fay what is falfe : X am preaching 

(o him from morning till night ; and what do I get 

for 
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for my pains ? Why, he laughs at me. This puts 
me out of countenance : and as I have a little pride 
about me, as well as my mafler, I -had rather a£t 
like a madman, than pafs for a fool. 

FREDERICK. 
It is this falfe pride that makes fo many fools. 
For my part, 1 am .very ready to pafs for. & fool, 
provided no one can impeach my morals. I know 
this is not talking or a^ing in the fafhionable way ; 
and that the polite world, who make prudence and 
folidity their jeft, will be ready to laugh at me for 
this antiquated way of thinking ; but 1 defpife their 
icofiing, and never will be perluaded, that wifdom 
and fooriety are to be coniin'd to grey hairs.. 014 
age is no cure againll folly, when it has grown up 
with us from our youth. . . 

Yoang B E L L A I R. 

Have you almofl done ? you tire my patience : 
truce with your tedious morality, and refume the 
bufmefs you came about. 

FREDERICK. 

Well, then, doyou'thinklamyourfriend? 

Young B E L L A I R. 

Mod certainly* 

FREDERICK. 
And are yon mine ? 

Young BELL AIR. 

I am ; fo long aa you fbrbear preaching. 

FREDERICK, 
Well, then, I promife you to give it over.- 

Young BELL AIR, 

Then I am your friend to the end of my life. 

FREDERICK, 

Will you give me a proof I may depend on ? 

Young 
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Young EEL I. AIR. 

Name it. 

FREDERICK. 

It is to give me your Mer, and not infift apon my 

taking your eftate with her, which I cannot accept 

with honour. 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

. Nor can I, with hommr, give her to you widi- 

imt it. Do you love Hortenfia t 

FREDERICK. 
Dear as my own foul. 

Young B E L L A I R. 

Then lay afide this falfe delicacy, oAerwifc flie 
Ihall never 4>e your's. 

PACE. [^^.] 
Ah ! it's all over with our poor eftate now ; love 
will fend it packing. 

FREDERICK. 
I 'atn ready to facrifice every -thin^ to my love for 
Hortenfia, except my honour. This is my laft it- 
folve. 

PACE, t^iftfev] 
Egad, it^s come back again. 

Young B £ L L A I R. ' 

If fo, take your pleafure. 

FREDERICK. . 

It is done. Farcwel. [Exit Frederick. 

Young BE LL AIR. 
Your*s. 

SCENE n> 

PACE. 

Heaven make us thankful for pride, fay I : I 
Ihall love it as long as I live. Pride took out cftatc 
^om us, and pride has given it to us back again. 
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Yoang B £ L L A I R. 
•Hal yonder is Julia with my fifter ; they are co- 
suing this way : I'll feize the lucky opportanity of 
ipeaking to her. • 

S C E N E IIL 
£»/^r H0RTENSlA.2«i JULIA, 

Young B E L L A I R» [TV Julia^ tvho is crojpng tbeftage."] 

Why do you fly nie thus, adorable Julia } Sifter, 
-let me entreat you to flop your lovely friend. 

H O R T E N S I A. [To JuUa.] 

Stay one moment, I befeecli yoo. 

JUL I A, 
Lord ! you know 1 have no objedlion to it : but 
if my father (hould come, and find me here, I am 
undone. He has forbidden me to fpeak to mr. 
fiellair, and made me fwear to obey his injundlion. 
Would you have me be perjurM ? 

Young BEX. hA I R. . 

For the fake of a £\XiQtrt lover, it would be no 
great crime. 

PACE. £RiJ>eating affeffed/y.] 

-** Jove at lover's perjuries fmiles." 

Young B E L L A I R. 

Away, yon impertinent rafcal ! [PujS^iftg him 

PACE. 
' I beg your pardon> fir, but it was at my tongue's 
end ; and I (hould have 4}een choak'd, if it had 
not come out. 

Young B E L L A I R. 

Too cruel fair one ! Ihall a ralh and idle vow 
prevent you from peaking to me ? 

. . HORTENSIA, 
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H OR TENS I A. 

Yoo fee it does, brother. However, ibe has not 
IwQm not to hear yoa. 

JULIA. 

True, my dear; and that is the meft I can do 
for him. 

Youjig B E L L A I R. [To Julia.] 

Yon no longer love me, then f 

PACE. 

Indeed yoo are miilaken. 

JULIA. [To Pace] 
Who deiired you to anfwer, pray ? 

PACE. 

Yoar eyes> madam ; of whom I take apon my* 
fclf to be the intcrpi'eter. 

JULIA. 
My eyes are fools, then i and you are an unper«> 
tinent blockhead. How do you know but tb^ 
may lye ? 

PACE. 

No, no, they fpe^k top plainly to lye. 

JULIA. 

Either niake that fellow hold his tongue, or ton 
him out of the room. 

Young BE.LL AIR. 

Has your father forbid you to (peak to him, 
too? 

JULIA. 

Hortenfia^ tell him, no. 

Young B E L L A I R. 
Well, then, explain yourfelf to him. 

J U L I A« [To Hortenria.] 

It is pleafant enough, to want me to enter Into i 
converfation with his fervent. Is he too lofty to 
fpeak to me himfelf ? Younj 
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Voung B £ L L A I R. 
I'Ovcly Julia, I coald talk to you till to morrow, 
if you would give me leave: but while you are 
thus obflinately bent upoa not anfwering me/ic 
will be only wafting my words in air. 

JULIA. [Tc Hortenfia.] 
His words are mighty precious, fure? 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

To convince you how far J am from thinking fis 
I wiH now explain Biyfclf to you in the klleil 
toianner : You think me a libertine, a fpendthrift ; 
A wild, perfidious, worthlefs wretch-, undeferviog 
"of your love or efteem. — ^Yoa make no anfwerl 

PACE. 
Hold, fir, ril anfwer for the lady, [hi a nvo- 
»tan*j voice.] Indeed, mr. Bellair, you have drawn 
« very fiithful pi^ure of yourfelf and 

Young BELLAIR. 
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JULIA. 

My "dear Hortenfia, don't you think Pace has. 
tmfwerM admirably well for me ; and that his maftel- 
is very much in the wrong, re find fault with him. 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

I muft confefs, that foir fomc years my condn£l 

lias not been the mod regular : but I declare to 

yx)0, that in the midft of my moft extravagant 

fallics, I always prefcrv'd your image in my heart. 

I have never ceasM to love you ; and am now ready 

to make a facrifice to you of all my vanities and 

follies. 

JULIA. 

It is my unhappinefs, Hortenfia, that this facri- 
fice is offer'd me too late. You know, that my 
father will have me give my hand to-morrow, to a 

Vol. 11. M , peribn 
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:<per[on of great fortane, to whom he has promised 
.*ine. 

Young BELhAlR, 

And will you have the weaknefs to comply f 

JULIA. [To Hortenfia.] 

You can witncfs for me, my dear friend, how 

.ikenuoufly I have oppofed this match, and with kow 

little fuccefs ; your brother has only himfelf to blame« 

.It is h)s exceilive libertinifm and extravagance, that 

has difgutkd my father agaiB (I him ; and I jnyfelf 

am certain that I could never expe6l to live hapj^ 

vuith a man, who has already committed a thoufand 

afts of infidelity towards me, and who, I am per- 

fiiaded, would fliew no greater regard to his marriage 

^ypw. 

Toung 3 E L L 'A I R. 
"You deceive yoxirfcif, my lovely and too ievere 
Julia. 1 declare upon my honour, an oath I iiave 
-ever held moft facred ; that you fliall never 
^gain have reafon to complain of me : and I have 
taken a firm refolution never to love any other wo- 
man. But what am I faying ? jnay perdition be my 
lot, if I have ever yet ceafed loving you. The 
infinuaiions of the unworthy companions of my 
j5learures, have drawn me from the only objefl of 
my real adoration, to revel in debauchery, riot and 
•profufioni but love has at length made me his 
.convert, and you (hall find for the future, that I will 
ad as one worthy of a place in your affedlions. 
This is the firm, the nnalterable determination of 
my foul, fo help me heaven !. alfd if I ever forfeit 

.the vow I have now made, may all the curfes 

You heed me not, my Julia ! will you not voochfafe 
.ms an anfwer ? 

JULIA. [Tendi'/y.] 

jSpeak to him fox mej Hortenfia. 
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H O R T E N S I A. 
What ftiall I lay to him ? 

JULIA. 
Any thing; every thing; what yoxk wiB. 

HORTENSIA. 
Well then, brother, Julia has flill ihe^eakncft 
to believe you ; ihc forgives you from her foul. [/<; 
«JuHa ] Have I anfwer'd rights 

' J V L I A. [r* Young BeUair.J 

Pretty nearly. 

Young BELL AIR. 
Ah ! permit me to devour that hand ) 

JULIA. 
You muft endeavour to reconcile yoarfelf to my 
father, which I am afraid will be a difficult tafk> 

' for he is greatly incensed againft you Ah! my 

tjody what am I doing ? I am fpeaking to you. 

Young B £ L L A I R. 

Yo« are, and kindly too ; and Illfien with tran- 
fport to the found ; I'll inftantiy find out your father, 

and ufe all my endeavours to But what Caa 

'Frederick want with me agaiti ? 

SCENE IV. . 

Entdr FREDRICK. 

FREDERICK. 

Mr. Sellair, I return once more tobefeech yoy— 
' *Bu; here is your lovely ^fler^ I muft entreat htr co 
«flirt me, in endeavouring to prevail on you — 

Young BEL.LA.IR, : 

You may, if you pl^afe ; but depend upon it — ^ 

Zounds ! here's anothqr i/aterr Uptioru - ^ 
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FREDERICK. 

I knoW| not, madam, wnetber yoar i^rotbcr lias 
4old you. 

Yottsg -3 E L X A I R. 

No, Frederick, i have .not .mentioned a iingk 
tword— V 

• -TREDERJCK. 
Permit me then, lovely Hortenfia, to inform yoQ 
myfelf, that 1 have taken the liberty to aflc yoa of 
your brother. 

5 U L I A. [HaJUfy.1 

Well, and has he refund ydu ? 

FREDERICK, 
He has done me the honour to give his confcnt. 

JULIA. 
f am cxtreiDcly glad of it, and Iti virtue of the 
^ower I pretend to have over his actions, I ratify 
ithat confent fully ^nd in all the formrs. 

J R E D E R I C K. 

You are very bbliging; but there is ftill anobftaclc. 

JULIA. 
An obitacle I what obilacle can there be if aH 
parties are agreed ? 

Young B E L L A I R. 
Why, the matter (lands thus : I do not think it 
for the credit of my fifter or of otir family, that 
^e jfhould marry without a ^ortion« and am there- 
fore determined to give her my eflate in Normandy, 
as her marriage fettlcment : But mr. Meanwell here, 
xrhufes rather to break ofF the match than a^ree to 
ihy pfopofal ; I fhall now leave it to you, fair Jalia, 
10 dcicide between us. 

JULIA. 
, declare that mr. Meanwell is in the 
i-ight, and' you are ill* the wrong. 

• *'• liORTBfC- 
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- HORTENSIA. 

Itvttof the fame opinion, and I had rather n/ever 
f>e marryM while I live, than that my brother 
&ou)d beggar himfelf to provide me a hufband. 

Vouflg BELL AIR. 
Boe cpniider, my dear Hortenfia, I have rained^ 
you by my extravagance, fo that this is only a re- 
ftitution which is your due, and which all the mo^ 
dves of reafon and honour compel me to make. 

J tr L I A. 
If mr. Mean veil here required this of you, if 
would be but }\ih and honourable in you to comply ; 
but fince he is determined not to accept it, your 
generoihy becomes whim and caprice. 

HORTENSIA. 
Nay,.r muft' add for myfclf, that if you were both- 
agreed upon this article, I would die rather than 
give my coofent to it. 

PACE. [j4/^ ] 
Blefling^ on your dear, fweet tongues! Lord, I 
conld kifs them both with aH my foul, if P dori^^ 
fb now oor land is out of danger. 

FREDERICK. 

The viflory is mine. . 

Young BELL AIR. 
Well, I find- i am condemned, and there ]« &o^ 

appealing, 

JULIA; 
Appealing-? If T thooght you could hefitate an 
jnflant, I would never fpeak to you again; but I 
bear my father^s vpice, he is calling for me : adico- 
for the prefent. Come Hortenfia, we'll go out at- 
the garden gate. 

Yoonj BELLA IR, 

One word before we part 

M 3 JULIA; 
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JULIA. 

I have pafTed fentence, fo no reply, or hy alft 
♦hat's good 

YouBg B E L L A I R. 
I obey [Exeuni Jjulia a/td Horteafia, 

FREDERICK. 
Come, my dear Bellair, we'll go and dine at my 
fif.er's, and there conclude our agreement. 

Young BELLAIR. 
With all my heait ; but Pace muft come with mp>. 

FREDERICK.. 
Undoubtedly. Lead the way. 

l^Excunt Young Bellair tf/r</ Frederick. 

S* C E N E v.. 

PACE, [Soltu,'] 

JJeavens make *me thankful for that foand !: I 
frail at length have an opportunity of fatisfying mj 
craving appetite, which I iballdo with a hearty good 

will. So noailer of mine, have after yoo Ha»! 

[Going out be ftarts^ and runs fame paces back."] Lo(d 
have mercy upon us 1 Fm in a cold fweat ; my 
^length fails me, and my knees knock together^ Is . 
yonder an apparition coming this way ? or is it that 
curfed fellow Trufly I fee I Zounds, it is he himfelf !^ 
bu^ courage ! perhaps he brings us news o^ the. 
•Id fi^llow^s deathii 

S C E: N: E VL 

Enter TRUSTY. 
PACE* [Running to bim.^ 

Hal: my ol4 fri(?nd Trufty! whence come.- 
you? 

trvstt; 
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TRUSTY. 

Lam come poA from Pondicherry, in the Ead 
Ibdies. 

PACE. 

Horn ! that is fomewhat odd ; I never knew that- 
people came poll by Tea. 

TRUSTY. 
A figo.. of your ignorance ;..but where is you^ 
matter ? 

PACE. 

Jaft by; but how comes it you are not in mourning?- 

TRUSTY. 
Blockhead^ do people wear mourning at Tea ? 

P A C E,. 

Faith I can't tell j however I fuppofe we muft get- 
feme made up., 

T R US T y. 

Fot whom ? 

P:a G E. 

For whom do you think ? the old man: 

TRUSTY. 

What old man ? why my mafler was never better- 
in his. life^ 

PACE. 

« 

So. much the worfe. 

T R U S T Ys . 

So much the better, I fay. 

.PA C E. 

So then I fuppofe he fent * ypu over upon fome 
particular bofitxefs:' 

TRUSTY. 

Yes, he ha« fent to fee whereabouts his fon was, 
how going on, and in what fituacion his afFairs were, 
and to carry him an account of all immediately. 

M 4 PACE. 
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PACE. 
Immediate^ly {* why where the devil u the inqaiA- 
tive old don ? 

TRUSTY. 

He is waiting for me at a houiCb not above a kan* 

4st d yards from hence. Hey day h what ails 

you ? 

PACE. [Ltatiif^ «^a Tru/!y*s pouIderaJl 

Sqpport me ! 

TRUSTY. IPufiing him awa^.} 

Pi»y'thee bear your weight yourfelf j you arc a* 
heavy as a lump of lead. 

P A C B. 

r, tcad, (juoth'a.^ *S1ood I am marble t pctrify'd* 

TRUSTY. 
I am afraid^ maflcr Pace, by the fright you feem. 
under, that there has been bnt fcorvy management 
between your mailer and you, in our abfence ; and 
if (o, I would advife you to prepare your back fbc 
s^ found drubbing. 

PACE. 
Well, my dream is now out i fet wh^ wiU hence* 
forward fay, that dreams are lyes, FU not believe 
them : By heaven's there> the old fellow himfelf t 
ni decamp before he gets fight of me^ 

TRUSTY. 
Carry me direftly to' your mafleti 

PACE. 
Ay, ay, come along, my dear Tru8y, and yoi| 
QiaU ht^lp QS to haug ourielves^ 

TRUSTY. 
' With 5JI my heart, i love to do. a friendly tarn. 

[Exeuuf Pace and Trofly^. 

SCENE. 
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S C E N £ vir. 

.E«/^r Old B E L L A I R, as from en hadrd aJhipS 

(Md BELLAIR. 
Thanks to Pfovwi^nce, I .aip'^t length i-eturned ^ 
fafe to my own coantry, and am onCeinore within * 
fight of my own houfe. What joy will my unex- 
pected arrival give my ibir/^My daughter too ! how 
happy will fhe be to fee me. I feel a (enfible plea- 
fare in thus agreeably furprizing them.' But it is^ 
fomewhat extraor4if{9>yf ihat no OQf m cpiise out of 
the houfe to welcome xoft yet ; notwithHanding I 
fetkt Trudy to let theo) know I was here. Sure 
they mufl be all abroad ; FH knock at the door. - 
[KftocAs ] Hey, day ! ' what will nobody come ? 
[Knoch' ^sin.^ Hola ! are yoo all dead within? 
Once more. \^Knoch harder, 1 .! 

. S C E K E' Vto. 

JE»/er FK OUT at tie oppofitefide of ihejiage, drefi ' 
in a feamans hahii^ and talking . to himfelf at no$ * 
feting P\^ BeUair.'^ 

FRO NT. 
Thefe old fellows think every orie as thick- 
headed as themfelvcs ; and want to be told a thing '. 
^ thpufand fimes ov^r. - That is the houfe, I think, • 
that I was diredled to. ' 

Old BE t LAIR. 
Is the devil in the people, to Jet roc knock for 
an hour together, at my own door? [Knocks -1 • 

F R O 'N T." 
Ay, and fome one knocking at the door. So ' 
much the better, it will fave me thp trouble. [Going • 
Hp to Old Bellair ] What chear meflmatc ? do you ■ 

"belong to this houie ? 

M'5 0» ' 
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What's that ta you ? [4fi^] Whiit (ea cub k: 
this ? I'm a Uranpr to liis face. 

F,R ON T.' 

Avad ! and and let me give a rally ; perkiips ^^ 
may bring fomebocfy. 

Old.BELL AIJl.: 
What's. your bufmefs here ? 

F R 6 N T, 

What'^ that to yon ? 

OH B EL-LA 1R»- 

^ Yoa-are an impertinent felloiv* 

FRONT. 
The^morc like yoa ; they arc your owirword^i; 

Old B'ELLAiR. 

Well then, to talk in a ci^ikr ilrain, pray what'^ 
may bring you here ? - 

FRONT. 
Nay^ nay, if you fire a gun to.Jeewacd, why 
ril anfwer your iignal. You muft kn«w» I am in 
chace of a young man they call Bellair, a rakehelly 
mad fellow, who has been fpoilt by an old fool of 
a father, that^s in the Indies now: lam told he. 
lives fomewhere hereabouts* 

Old BEL LAIR. 
Very likely; but what may you want with this 
fame rakehelly young fellow, fpoilt by his fool of 
a father ? 

FRONT. 
What do Iwant with him ? 

Old B £ L L A I R. 

Yes ? 

F R ON T.. 

You are mighty curious. 

ou 
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Old BELL AIR. 

I^ave nay reafons for being fo. 

FRONT. 
Very likely, and I have mine, not to fatisfy yocP; 
my commiflion is to be delivered to no one but 
yoang mr. Bellair himfelf. 

Old B£LL^AIR. 
Pray do yon know the gentleman ? 

F R O N^Ti- 

Yet, as wdl as 1 can know a perfon I never faw 

in my life. 

Old' BELLAI41. 

You are a ftranger here then, I prefume ? 

FRONT. 
I am fo indeed, for I am bat juft anived from 
Pdndichcrryv where I was born. • 

Old BELLAIR. 

From Pondichcrry ! are you fcrious ? and was 

you born there? . 

F R O N T. 

- Why, whete the devil would you , have me be 

born ? ~ - 

Oia BELLAIR. 
Nay, juft where you pleafc, it is no buiinefs of 
mine. But if it will not difpleafe you, as I find ■ 
you are very choleric, may I crave your name ? 

•'FRONT. 

' If I was to tell it you, it would put you out of - 

all patience. • 

Old BELLAIR. • 

How fo ? ^ 

F R O N T.' 
Why, it is fo terrible locg, that it takes half an ^ 
hour at leaA to pronounce^ it. 

Old BELLAIR, 

It>muft be a very extraordinary one furely I 

FRONT,^ 
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FRONT. 
Yoor Indistn names are as long as a cabk; but 
for the fake of convemency, I have fhortened mine: 
to one fyUable, and call myfelf " 

Old BELL AIR. 

Wka^t ? /or heaven^s fake I 

F R O N T. 

Crack. 

Old BELL AIR. 

A very foitabk name; fer yea item to be ft^grea^ 

cracker, 

F R O N T^ 

So yoa may dunk» and be mifiakea, for I am^ 
reckoned the mofl downright, plain dealing man ia- 
all India. If ever you fhould chance to come 
athwart one of my countrymen, a(k liim aboufi^ 
captain Cracky 

Old BELL AIR*. 
Oh ! you are a captain too I 

FRONT. 
Yes, of one of the compan/s ihip». 

Old BELL AIR. 

What's her name pray ? 

FRONT. 

Her name ?-— Her name ?■■■ ■ Why* > ■ (he k 

called (he is calle d- ' the Rhinoceros, or the 

Sea Hedge-hogt for they areon^ and the iame name. 

Old BELL LAIR, [^e.} 

I am much miftaken, if this fellow is not a cheat u, 
he's an arch one however ; I'll find out, if poflible, 
what he wants with my fon. As yon appear [Ta 
the captain!] to be a very honed, plain -deatiog man, 
J fuppofe you will hardly make a myftery of the 
bufinefs that brings you to this houfe. 

vaoMT 
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» R d N T. 

Net in tKe leafii^ I am^At hy thegeHdemftn it 
bdoags to; 

OM BEtLAIRi 
What, by oldmr. Bcllair ^ 

> R « K T. 
The famef do yoa know !itffi? 

out BELL AIR. 

He is xnj vtoA intimate acquaintance;: 

FRONT, 

Indeed!: give xne jrour hand tfectti for hit* 
iake. He has chargpd me with a fmall commiffion 
here to hie fen. 

Old BELlrAlR; [^Jde^l 

As 1 thought; an abfolute cheat !- Vp, Front J 

Well, is it of any great confeqaence f 

F R o N T. 

Why yes. He has fent over iix chovfiud poinds 
by me, to deliver to his foni as a marriage poitioA 
for his fiiler. 

Old BELL A JR. l4fiU.2 

This is a fingular adventure 1^---^ [J« From.] 
And pray where is the 4Xione^ ? 

F K ON T. 
Why I have juft been paying it iaio the hands 
©f the old gentlcman^s lawyer, who has given me his 
receipt for it, which I am going ta cariy to young 
mr. Bellair. 

Old BELLAIR. 

Indeed, indeed, captain Crack, I am afniid yoa 
crack now. 

FRONT. 

Do you thkik fo ? WcU then, look on this paper ? 

Old 
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Old B £ L L A I R. 

Amasesncnt ! my lawyer's own hand^ bjr aU < 

that*s good ! 

F.R o N<T.. 

WeU> do I crack now ? ^ 

Old B £ X L A I R. . 

I know not what to (ay ! 

F R ON. T. - 

You mad know, I did not chafe todepofittfae 
caOi with' the young man : i*cod he wodd have 
fpent it while one could telt the compafs* 

Old BELL AIR. 
Indeed ! why, is he fo extravagant fiill ? ' 

F.R O N T. 
Extravagant I he'« a. downright libertine ! After 
having fpent all the money his father left for the 
maintenance of him and his fitter, who, they fay, 
is a very pretty agreeable' young body, he has fold 
the old man's ' hOufe$ - ipent the money, and« is^no w 
fome hundreds worfe than nothing. 

Old BELLA I R. 

Good heavens ! what do I hear ? and to whom - 
has he fold it, pray ? 

FRONT. 
To an old gentleman/ an acquaintance of his 
Other's ; Allworchy, I think, they -call him; who 
gave him three thoufand pounds for it. 

Old B E L L A I R. 14/Ue.1 
Perfidio:\^ Al! vor'nv ! [To Front ] But where 
did you Iv a':* i. :''^cumfta'nce8, who are bat 

a fir anger ? 

.' : .^ r T. 

From c^ a worthy gentleman^ 

and in whoi;. . ; . >> .. :.i - cike op py quarters. 

Old 
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Old . B E L L A I R. 

Aiecuifed wretch f you have given me my death's 
woand ! Know'^ thoa ta whom thou haft been 
talking ? 

F R O K T. 
Not I, faith.; nor do I care. If yon have heard 
any thing that ddn't pleafe you, why^ iv»s you fo 
inqaiiitive ? . • ' * . ^• 

Old B E L L A I R. 
Infenfible brute I I am young Bellair^s father ! ^ 
the fanae from whom you pietended torChave re* 
ceiv'd the three thonfand pounds. 

FR O N -T. 

Oh ! yoo are young .mr/ Bellair's father,., are 
you ? 

Old BELL A-I R. 

I am ! I am ! Oh, patience heaven f . 

F R O N T. 

But are you really ferious ? 

Old BE L LA I R; 

Monfter ! do I look as if I was jefting ? ' 

FRONT,. 

WhatVthat to me ? 

Old BE L L A IK. . 

What's that to thee, bafe fellow ? 

FRONT. 

Why, ..what a malicious old devil you was, not 
to let me know it foQner I However, you are pu- 
niih'd for it, and I am heartily glad of it. 

Old B £ L L A I R. 
But, tell me, villain I'tcll me. Who. employed 
you to carry to my fon the ftring of lyes that you 
have been mortifying me with ? 

FRONT. 
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I 

iW.TL amr. ^ 

Adi him that'lff fsetOiViBoile^ fiat Jet me telf 

./|li^tius for ^urcosifott,. old dard, that yioor ion's 

adventures are as true, as mine were falfe^ Tlus 

fiitfe is no longcir jw^^,; it^t is a h^ : and fo 

x^ttiiad beft look oujt fqr a^th^ ; \wMs yon kave 

,# miitdi^q Ue in the i&cet» TJus U tlie a^Arice of- 

your very hdmble fervant, captain Cra^k. 

lExit Front.] > 

«•'■'.■ 

:;.\.Sci :e. £ N E- ix;. 

Old B E J. JP A I K. [5fl/M.] 
If wh.at this rafcal has told me is not the nrcre 
Trnit ot iii^ ^wA virtainous fiivention» I am th^ moft : 
wretched of fathers, and^ the^mofl fatally generous 
of all friends l-, Mi^ Allwortiiyf Allworthy ! Lave 
you then '^urduiM «ty 4uemfe to nun my jchiidren, 
and pofTefs yourfelf of the Crcafure I entrufted to 
your care ? What V9b«afd-pf i^fid^li^ ! After - 
this, whereas tbe^i^n in thewoild vwrthy of coo- - 
fidence! 

& C E N E X/ 

Enter ALL W R T H Yi 

A:5L L WORTHY. 
Good • heaven I 'may I believe my own eyes ? is 
this -my deav friend, mx, STellair, I^ee once more ?- 

QW B3 L I- A I R. 
Your dear friend ! : 

A ;- L W O R T H Y. 

. More dear tKan ever ! Let pic embtacc you. 
[Runtittrg *wUb cfe^ arm to Old BfiUair^ 5*'^p /^^ 
iim away."] 

Old 
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Old BELLA IR. 

Keep oflF! If I have not been told the mofl 
▼lie of all falfidcfty piu-poibly to drive me tade* 
Cpair, I am amaz'd that yoa date appear in mf ^ 
fight ! 

ALLWQRTHY. 

Why, what has been told yon ^ 

Old BELL AIR. 
That yon have purchafed this houie of my font. 

ALL WORTHY. 
It is Ytry true. 

Old BELLAIR. 

And yoa have the face to awn it ta me 1^ 

ALLWO&THY. 
I not only own, but glory in it. 

OU BELL AIR. 

Jdft heaven! to what a world am I retero^d-^ 
Why didft thou not fuffer the fea to fwallow me 
«p I and prevent my — Oh !— [fWZr mi thigrwed.} 

ALLWO'RTHY. 

Mercy on U5 1 he &imtt f-«-*<-^ Within there T— « 

help ! [Several firvants run, ia,"] Affift to cssij 

this gentleman to a bedt ^uid endeavour to bring 
him to himfelf. Alas I I hope it will not be too» 
late to undeceive him. Ten thoafand curfes on the 
wretch who brought him into this condition t 

[Exit^ noith fimfimts Mnykig in Old Bellair.^ 



End of the Fourth Act. 
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ACTV. SCENE I. 

Enter Old BELL AIR iU2d ALL WORTHY. 

' Qid BELLA IR. 

My dear Allworthy f thou bell of friendt ! . &r^ 
give the injuftice I have been gailty of towards 
you. How (hall I ever make you reparatiOD? 
What words, what deeds, can ever difcharge the 
vail debt of gratitude I .lie under to yoa ?« 

ALLWORTHY. 

You may foon acquit yourfelf of any obligttiOB 
tome^ 

Old BELLA'LR* 

May r? Ob, name the manner ! What^ what 
can I do to tcfUiy 

ALLWORTHY. 

Pofgive your fon.- 

Old BELLAIK. 
.That' is requiring more than J can do. Yoa 
would have me ungrateful. ' 

ALL WO R THY. 
Ungrateful ! how do you mean ? 

Old BELLA I.R. 
In pardoning that monfter f No, mr. A 11 won 
thy, I only^ wait to feov him, and . give him my- 
curfe. 

ALLWORTHY. 
Heaven forbid ! Come, come, mr. Bellair^ tlft 
fDoliOi actions he^ has beien guilty of, are rather 

chargeable. 
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eliargeable to the age he livds in, than to the per- 

nerfenefs of his own heart : for, in th^ midft of 

all his extravagapftcies, he hais fiill (hewn a difpofi- 

Uon for f noble principles. ' And hi» latp oiE^f of 

making over to,his Mer, for her marriage. portion^. 

the only ihadow offubiiilaQce he had left for him- 

felfy was fuch an inflance 6f genefofity, as might 

ferve to cover- over a- mtsltitude of faalts more a- 

trocioas than any he has been ^oihyof .He.de- 

termin'd to make jiimfelf a.beggai^ to give her a. 

fortane : and fach was his generonal. obftitiacy in 

that particular^ that mr. Meanwell, his fon, and 

myfelf, were oblig'd to have recoorfe to the ftrata- 

gem which caus'd yon fo much uneaflnefs, in order 

to preferve it to him. Certainly you muft - allow 

this fliewM a great fbnd of honour and goodnefs* 

OU BELL AIR. 

Vanity, "vatutyi mere vanity! I am not to He 
deceiv*d in- that manner, mr. Allwortby.; and I. 
iball put this iham generoficy of his to a fevere trial 
very foon. 

ALL WORTHY. 
And; take my word -for it, it will ftand the 
harihed teft yoii. can put it to. 

OU BELLAIR. 
I fancy you would be lefs pofitiye, if you knew 
my defign. 

ALLWORTH.y. 
Pray, , what iaat ?- 

Old B E L L A I R. 
Bxcnfe me 'for the prefent. Let as in and fee 
my daughter, 

ALL WORTHY. 

With all my. heart: SheV at my brother's : I'll 
wak on you there. IGomg^l 

' QldL 
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HoMI 

A LL W OKT H.Vr 

Wliat*ft tha mactcf ? 

Old B E I. t A I R. 
rxQ in a C0I4 fweat I 

did B B L L A I lU 

I f hiiik I fee i^at riWm Pace toaing ^b waf . 
ALLWORTHY. 
. It is him indeed. But why (hould his prcfcner 
Jive ypu fuch concern ? . 

Old 5 E L L A I R* 
Bccaufe in him, J thint/ 1 fee my ungradoii* 

fcn. 

A L L W O R 'F H TT. 

Let mc entreat you to calm your refiintraaiit. 
He comes, perhaps, with fomc me^ge frofl^ bis. 

,0W p ¥ J. ^ M R. 
Ah» jpr, 4ilwor.*yf I kopw tQO iwch of him 
already. 

Jf yon have any irieiuilhip fof me^ mr, Pellair» 
hear what the fellow has to fay, without being in a 
pafixon. 

s e EN E n. 

com^ of the ftage^, hotaing to Old Bel- 
lair, 4vad ^vanc^ fief hy Jjiep^ trftnMng.J, 

p3d B E L L A I R; 
Coiae hither, mr. rafcal, come hitJier !' What 
may yonr bufineft he with me, hang-dog ? 

BACS» 
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P ACE. [4/Ue,l 

I am likely to Ibave ktt wprk of kt I £iid % bat 
I muft e^en {land tke bruat /or my poor mailer. 

Old B E i* L A I R. 

How have yoa th^ imt)od]eocB to «pplM before 

V Att. 

Why, fir! l^rbp^rly fpcaikTn^, lir,.:-i- . 

it— it is npt mt, :dr-^tii$t atppears before yoa. 

Old BELLA I R. 
Who is it then, rafcal ? 

P A C E. J[T<r^fr%*/i back toifim.J 

Why, fir, it is my back. Strike ! beat I brjpfe j 
maim ! lame me ! if that ^iU pleafe yoa. 

~ t>M BELLAIR. f:^ ta A^^tt^,'] 
, Would not tkil 1iy|)0crkical refill impofe npoti 
any one that did aoc ktkOw him I 1*11 prefeatl/ 
Ihew him to you in his^roe colours. 

. ALl-WOI^T«yv 

trpcrn xiiy word the l^d 4dfe£bi mei ! . 

Old BELLA Ik. ^ 

You feall fee^ y(5a Ihall ffee. ^To 'Rk*.j D^ 
you fee this caite ? 

P A C *. 
Yes, fir; it h a Very fi^eJrble Oh^,- •' "'' 

Old B £ L L A I R. 

And a very proper tDnre tt> dKaffife Adfe Who 
have lo0 ^1 iehfe of fbaihe and doty» efpecially 
thofe faithlefs villains of fervftaes, ^Ko.'biiy^ the 
wickcdnefs to encoarags tAcir giddy mailers in 
making then^ves infiamouls by their hbertinifm 
and extravaga.Qce. 

PACE. , r 

Sir, as guilty as yoa nu^ think jne^jcoiild 

very 
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very foon JuHify myfelf,' if yba' would only ht 
pleasM te grant -me the hearing. 

Old B XL LAIR. 

Tmpadence! I foppofe you would take lypoa 
you to juftify your mafler too ? 

PACE. . 
Yes, indeed, fie, as eafily ks J can my (elf. 

Old B E L L A I R. 
Oh I this is beyond all bearing ! {Offering fi 
Jtrihi him,'] Hold, rafcal ! take the wages due M 
your infolence. 

ALL WO R T H Y. [miding A/wJ 

"What are ybu goiAg to do f 

Old B E L L A IR/ 

To'>be^t the villam to a mummy! he ■■■ . 

A L L W O R T H Y. 

' ^0, Pace, gfet out of his way. 

PACE. 

No» fir, rU not badge. He (hall knock my 

brains out if he pIea(edu--Do, fir, wreak your fen- 

geance on me, if you think it juft. Ufe me like a 

,^pg 5 like tte vileft flaye <hat ever (crv'd a Tuikj 

fo ydu do but treat my 'mailer Hk& your (bn« 

old B E L L A I R. 

My fon ! I diiclaim the relation. 

PACE, 

f ' .Indefd, Jfa*, you do noj. . , . ,. 

V: . 1^; ^ ,• : .-Old. BELiL AliU 

'>i -HtwI^Idioitott 

( » . : ' . P A O. .E> 

No, fir; you neither do, nor Cab. 

Old B E L L A 1 R. 

Why, thou abominably 'impudent fellow, who 
'Clfti have tdld'thei fo I * 

: '■ ' FACE. 



The LIBERTINE. %9f 

PACE. 

"One that Tm fare tells the truth. 

Old B E L L A I R, 

And who is that ? 

P ACE. 

Yoar own heart, fir : a heart that (peaks as nature 
inlpires ; and that will force you to gentler fend- 
ments in fpite of yourfelf. 

Old B E L L A I R. [Tv Allworthy.] 

Was ever (excnfunimace a counterfeit ? he would 

perfuAde me out of my fenfes, if I did not know 

iiim well. 

P A C E. 

Believe me, fir, if you did know me well, yoo 
would fake jny advice, and 

Old B E L L A I R. 

And what ? 

PACE. 

And after having handfomely reprimanded your 
Soxk for his follies, forgive him j and then ■ 

Old B E L J- A I R. 

WelL 

PACE. 

Oblige him to marry a woman he was doatingty 
- fond of, that Oie might, by the power fhe had over 
him, reclaim him from all his idle ways. 

Old B E L L A I R. 

And then ? 

PAGE. 

And then reward his poor fervant Pace, for ha- 
vipg given you fuch good advice. . - 

Old B E L L A I R. [Holding up bis cane td'Jinke Pace.] 

Well, mr. impudence, TJl begin by the latter 
part of your advice. 

« 

ALLWORTHY. 
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ALLWORTHY. 
. For (hatne, inr. Beliairi how can yaa ihiakxt 
m Go, my lady ga out of Us w^. 

Old B £ L L A I Jt. 

$tay, rafcal ! wkere kmy foni 

PACE. 

He is with young mr. Meanwell, fir, at his -ft. 

ther*s. 

OM B £ Ik L A I R. 

Kay, I care not where be is. B«t»what can fach 
tt id^ertine as be do, in the company of fo fober a 
yoang man as Frederick ? 

P A C t. 

Ijstij 6y, he has done nothing but weep, and 
take on, ever fince lie has heard of yoor armal. 

oia B :e L t A r R. 

Weep ! weep, fay yoo ? diflemUing wretch ! 

PACE. ICtyiwg andJMig^,} 

Vm ioM* if you w«s to fee him, it would mdt 
vonr heart. 

Old B E L L A I R. 

If he had follow^'d Frederick's example, he woaM 
fcave had no occafion to weep at my return: it 
would have fiU'd him with )oy« 

P A C fi% 

He weeps becaufe he loves yon, iir ; and diat he 
knows you hate him. {Throwing Bimjeff on ins hua 
Itfore Old Bellair.] My. dear, deftr fir, once more 
lee me beg «f you to beat m& to a mummy, and 
forgive liim. 

ALJLWbRTHY. [To Old BeUiirJ 

I can Hand it no longer ; the tears are xeady t% 
Wrft from my eyes. 

Old B £ L L A I R. 

iUfe» finah I and get the.e gone to thy matter. 

rACii 
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*»t PACE. [Sovlim,! 

What muff I fay to him, fir? 

OM B E L L A I R. 

Sr.y to mm ? that 1 will never ke his face a»m ' 
no. g.ant him m/.forjji.cnefs while I live. ^^ ' 

Pace 

and bring h.m hitner this inftant, perhaps ne , f3 
prove a more fuccefsful advocate in hia^wnc^/ 
than poor Pace has been. [14 PaSl 

Old B E I, I, A I R. 
ffhe has the iBfolence to appear in my p^k^^ , 
—The rafcal'* gone, without hearing me. 

SCENE III. 

ALLWOR THY. 

Old B E 1/ L AIR' 

• Mr. iUlwonhy, I hare be6n bat too miM =,«j 

tender; and I am now refoJvM m nnl^ , ^^ - 

for if, foolilh fondnef5?S obK ftoT '^'"'^ 

»fe«fible to one, whom'ict rKc'h WU '"' 

A LL wo R T H Y. 
■all, my good friend, onr hearts an. ««♦ • 
own power, and believe me. w w^ „,^ "u**?! 
oot againft a fon kneeling a /our feeT w^ ft^''* 
wmorfe, and repentance. ' "* ^'"«' 

OldBELLAIR 

By all that's facred. but it Aa)i » Was M^ r. ■ 

pentance ever fo fincerc for the prefent 1," ; 

be fure he will not return back to^Ws former f fr" f 

What reafon have 1 to truft t5 him " ^°""* ^ 

VOL, II. . jSf 
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ALLWORTHY. 
Come, come, he would not be the firft Ute'tiiie 
who has turnM oat an example of virtue and fo- 
bricty. 

Old B £ L L A I R. 

Well, then, let me zfk you : fappofing I w^s to 
demand your daughter Julia in marriage for him, 
would you confent to it ? 

ALLWORTHY. 
Why— -—I muft tell yon, inr. Bellair ; a young 
gentleman, of a confiderable fortune, has aJready 
made propofals of ^at nature, and we have ac- 
tually had one or two meetings opon diem. 

OM B E L L A 1 R. 

But if you was free from any engagenients, and 
I earneftly folliciced for my fon, wkait woqld yon 
do ? 

ALLWORTHY. 

To tell yon the truth, I (hould be a little embar« 
raffsM-- — The apprehenfion of making, my daogk- 
tcr unhappy 

OU B £ L L A IR. 

See, now, how -wonderftlly tvell^pte^le can 
preach ! but when they come to be put toa^oti*«*-> 
However, you need not fear my gitilig yen tfar 
trouble of a refufal: I have a regard But yom 
daughter, which would not fuffer me to be accefiary 
to her unhappiflefs. But we lofe time in talking* 
when we ihould be going to your brother*s i let us 
make hafte, left we &ould meet with another mter- 
roptiott. I am afraid that rafcal Pace ihould briAg 
his mafter here, and the fight: of hlin would 

ALLWORTHY. 

And fee where they both come— — ^NoW) mr, 
Bellair ! now i^ the time to try, if your heart is So 
obdurate as yon would make me believe. 

S C E N B 
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SCENE IV. 

Enter Yoang B E J^LAIR #»^ PACE. 

P A C £. [^fidet ta Vmng BeWuir, muritig.'] 

Come along, my doartmiftcr; pot a goos^ face 
upon ibe matter, afidiclal«oaoftancitliefiidl>6u7of 
theftorm. 

Young B *£ L L A I R. [4pdi,'] 
I had beft retire ; there is nothing bat rage painted 
in his countenance. 

PACE. [Afide.1 

Never fear; Tendernefs will fucceed^ if you at- 
tack him but righdy. 

YottBg BELLA iR. \^AdgfaHdng fy liegrus, anil in ^ 

May I he permitted, Hr, to^-ii^— . 

Old B E L L A I R. [Sternlf.J 

What would yoR have with me t 

Yiniqg £ £ :L L A i !R« 

Yonr'pecmiiii^n 40 ^ppmich yon s to4ii»w n^ 
felf at your feet i . . 

P A!C iE, [Afidi* t0 !YouBg Mdfadr.] ! 
Well begun ! keep to that Srsiftp 

' lOlA EELh A IK. 

¥on may fave yourfelf the trouble of /ach a coikf* 
^ceffionj itwoiM.tee moth mortify .your pride, and 
be of no fervice. 

Voung. B E L 1« A I Re 
Willmyfethcr, t!\en 

Old B B L L,A I R. 
Call me no longer by that name I 1 have faSffi 
it to be too much abusM already. 

N 2 ALLW0aTHT« 
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ALLWORTHY. 

Be not fo raih. my dear friend Yoa (hall ftiU 

refumc that tcoder appellation, I infift open it. 

OH B E L L A I R. 
Do not oMigc mc to rcfafc you any thing, mr All- 
- worthy, by a frnitlefr interceffion ; for know, I am 
Lcrmin'd never to forgive him-uever-nevcr— 
Yoong B E L L A I R. [T» Pace] 

Let M retire. Pace ; I have no longer any Hopes. 

PACE. . 

What, give hack at the. ^&, rcpnlfe ? to him 
tgwn I repeat the attack with vigour. 

Young B E L L A I R. 

Tho' you, fir. may cruelly refplve not to ac- 
Jikd^e me ^^r your W fh^ never -^^ 
look npoa yoa-«-»«y-<»*«- The.mott luriii 

ledce I have too much rented; the moft crttd.re. 
3. Ihall new cxfingmth in myheatt thofe fen^- 

K of love, «fpea ^^^^^tJ^^J^ y^^ 
jtBd wWeh I now fed more foraUy than ever. 

PACE, [tt Young Bdlar. J 
Bravo! yOulaveit! yon have it! 

Thcfe profeffiotfs come now tOo late; yon have 
.riSitodW patknoc and affeam. Go from my 

y*"*- PACE. [^JiJ'-l 

By my fouT, this (eems^no Jefting njat^erj I am 
as macb at a Urfs now as ipy matter. 

YouBg. B E L L A I R. , [Ti AUwoi^y.] 
«;ir fince my repentance and contrition have M 
efffa on rehim 6{ a once tender and affi^flton^e 
;SStri have only one refourcc left, wh.ch^»j^« 
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apply to you to intereft youcfelf in my behalf, to 
endeavoar to procure my . pardon, unworthy at I 
appear of it : a friend, perhaps, may obtain that, 
which a rejeftedi hated, tho* repentant child, dare 
not fae for. 

PACE. [jiJUe.} 

Admirably hit ofi^! Sure this wiU do ibmethiDg. 

ALLWORTHY. 
Mr. Bellair, let me on my knees intercede Jor 
your nnhappy foa. [Kmels,} 

Old B £ L L A I R. lUtmmng to ^/m.} 

Mr. Allworchy, yoa cover me with confufion ; let 
me conjure you, by our long friendihip, not to 
difb-efs me in this manner. 

ALLWORTHY. 
Then by that fame friendihip, let me entreat yon 
will permit yoar fon to crave yoar pardon and 
bleffir\g himfelf. [To Young Bellair,] Con>e for- 
ward, fir, come forward, and try if this parent's 
heart is totally inflexible. 

' Young' BELLAIR. [KnetUng t9 hit f other. 1 

Sir} ^Oh. fir! 

PACE. IHaif ajtde to Young Beliair. j 

Call him father. 

Young BELLAIR. [The fame,} 

I dare not ; he has difcIaimM the title. 

A L L W D R T H y. (r« Young Bellair.] 
And can yon Hand all this ? 

Old B E L L A I R. [To bit fon,! 

Rife. 

Young BELLAIR. 
No ; I will never move from hehce* till I have 
obtained your promife of forgivenefs. 

PACE. [FaSing on his knees on the other Jide of Old Belhir.] 

No, fiti here will we die togetlier, if you prove 
relentlefs. N 3 Old^ 
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(Mit.ftlELtAIR^ [79 bis fin/] 

Once more, Kby^ fir, rile. 

ALLWORTHY. 

V lii tffie name of nature^ call him fon. 

Old B E L L A I R. [Jfter a fittiefaafe.} 

Vftil, fibiii:*«-^.^£fo> my Ton. 

ALLWO^tHY, 
One embrace, f^ pity's fake. 

Old B £ L L A I R. 

No, no; It is not come to that Hear me, 

fell ? fidce fdo are defirous I flionhi yet call you by 
Ihat name ; 1 grant ymmy pardon on one condition 
only, which Ixcquire you tO accept, however fcvcre 
it may fecm. Will yo\k engage yoar honour fo to 
do ? 

Yottflg B £ L L A I R. 

I am ready, without the kaft hefitatio n » 

Old FELL A I R. 
If you knew how dear you are to purchafe your 

pardon—- • 

Young B E L L A i R. 

Provided yon reftefe me to a plate in your affec- 
tion, no price can be too dear for me to ■ 

i Old B E L L A I R. 

\ Well, wefhallfte. 

Yoong B £ L t A I R. 

I Declare your Will, fir. 

A L L XV O R T tt Y: [ra Old Bellair.] 

I am all impatience taknow your intention. 

Old BELLAIR. 
Know, then, that I am polfefs'd of a more ploh 
tiful fortune than ever, by the death of my brothcjf 
who has left all his to me« 
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Yoofig S E L L A I R. 
t heartily fdicitate you on this happy event. . 

Old B E L L A I R. 

Bat this is not all : I am to acquaint yon, like^ 
wife, that at my departure for the Eafl-Iiidies, t 
buryM a confiderable treafiiPC in the garden of this 
houfe which you (o imprudently fold ; and of which • 
this generous friend^ here, was the only confident. 

PACE. [4fi^.} 
Ah, if we had known that, it fliould have 
quickly changed mailers. 

OM B £ L L A I R. 
N'ow to puniih you for this, and the reft of your 
follies and extravagancies^ I infift that you renounce * 
all right and title to this money, and alfo to your 
tincle's eftcite, whkh is otherwife to revert to you 
at my death 1 I intend to beftow them both on your 
fider, as. a reparation for the injury yon have done 
her, in fquandering away the fortune of the family. 
Have you tHe refolution to porchafe my forgivenefs 
on thefe terms ? 

Yoimg B £ L L A I R, 

And is this all you have to ivqime of me I 

PACE. [4/fi^] 
Andenough^toOy Ithink. 

YoHiig B S L L A I R. 
S«iid fqrja lawyer this inftant, and I will fign alt 
you require : that ^one. Til retire to my lands in 
Norman4y> the income of which will be more than 
fufHcient to maintain me, in the manner X intend to 
live for the future. If Pace, here, will go with 
me, I fhall dedre no other attendance. 

PACE. 
If I wil} } my dear fir ^ I would follow you th^ 
world over. We will live like two hermits : and if 

N 4 yoa. 
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yoa» pntlemen, will come and fee us fometimcs ; 
we'll treat yoa with new milk, freih butter, nuts, 
and cheefe. 

ALLWORTHY. [To Old Belhir.] 
Will this pleafe you ? 

Old B £ L L A I R« 
I am fatisfy'd. 

Young B E L L A I R. 
But may I hope to be redored to your favour ) 

OM B E L L A I R. 
Keep your promife, and V\\ not break mine. 

£Young Bellair knee/s, andUffa 
his father* s hand.'^ 

SCENE V. 

:Enter MEANWELL and FREDERICK. 

ME ANWELL. 
What do I fee ? how.rejoicM am I to behold yon 
reconcilM. This happy event adds a double reliib 
to the pleafure I have in feeing you oncrmore. 

Old B E L L A I R. 

My good friend, mr. Mean well, I am ovegoyed 
to embrace you again. 

MEANWELL. 

Permit my fon to pay his refpeds to you, likewifc; 

Old B E L L A I R. 

Mod gladly. Come to my arms, thou worthy 
fon of a defcrving father 1 how bleft are you in 
each other ; and how much do I envy your happine(s. 

MEANWELL. 

Have you not forgiven your fon ? 

PACE. 

Yes ', but it has coft us dear. 
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AfEANWELL. 

What do yott mean ? 

P A C fi. 

My mader will tell you, 

FREDERICK. [T* OU Bellalr.] 
Give me leave lo fay, fir, that your Ton has weU 
defervM the pardon you grant him, by the noble fa- 
crifice he was aboat to make his fifter. You are, 
withom doubt, informed of the caufe of this gene- 
tous offer : 1 therefore leave it to my father, to aik 
you, if what we have proposed is agreeable to yo« ? 

Old: BELL AIR. 
Yes gentlemeii, knd the nwre fo, as my daughter 
has it now in her p(iw6r, te* acknowledge yourj gc- 
nerofity, as fhe is Mone to inherit the family fortune, 
and that which I am entitled to by the death of fliy 
brother. 

MEANWEJ-J... 

How 4. ihe alone to inherit it} 

YouQg B E t L A I R* 

Yes, gentlemen, for I have madepver all my tight 
therein to my fifter. . 

MEAN WELL. 

And has jroar father confented to it ? 

Old BEX LAIR, 
I have not only confented, but infift upon hts 
performance of it, as the only condition, on which 
I take him into favour again, he has given me his 
honour y . •> 

FREDERICK. 
And I, on my fide, declare by all that I hold 
dear 

JS C E NE 
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S C E N E VI. 
Entir HORTENSIA. 

Bat fee my daughter ! come to mj arms, my 
dear child! thou only comfort of my dediniog 

HORTENSIA. 
Oh ! how (hall I retorn fafficient thanks Ito hea* 
ven, for having prefcrvcd my deared father from 
fo maoy dangers, and relloring htm at length to 
my ardent wifhes. O {\x ! how hkft is your daugh> 
ter now \ Tha# locked in your arms^ and receiving 
your blei£ng$, what have I to ' wi/h for more ? 

Old BELLA IR. 
Would you not wifli, my dear Horteflfia, I 
ihould give your hand to Frederick ? • 

HORTENSIA. 

Hortenfia, I have no wiffi, but what is warranted 
by your pleafnre* 

OM BEL LAIR. 
Well, my dear child, I will reward your duty, bjr 
afluring you, that nothing can" give me greater 
fatiftfaaion than fbeh an onion. [T^ Frederiek.] 
Young gentleman, give her your hand. How I do 
;oa hfifitate ? 

FREDERICK. 
I do. 

HORTENS-IA, [AJUe,^ 

Perfidious wretch !— Wretched Hortenfia ! 

FREDERICK. 

When you know, adorable Hortenfia, the rca« 
fons that 

HORTENSIA. Iturmngfrm hifn mtb difilaiM.2 

Sir, I giv;e myfelf na concern about knowing 
them! 
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FREDERICK. 

And yet you muft be inform'd why I adl m thi« 
manner. 

' HORTENSIA, 

Sir, it is indifferent to me haw yon vlO:* 

FREDERICK. 

You muft be infbrmM, I fay, that mr. Bcllairt 
in confeqtience of o«r marriage, is to difinherit 
your brother, and tran«f«r his Whole fortune to yoH, 
and infifls that I (hould take your hand on chofe 
terms. Now anfwer me, Ihould I fufFcr my wife 
to be enrich'd by the fpoih of a brother ? 

- H O R T 1 N S I A. £r«rOU ftjUsir.] 

' Is what I hear, true, fir ? 

Old B E L L A I R. 

Yes, daughter, I am refolv'd to make yon at 
«nce completely rich and happy. 

HORTENSIA. 

And I now make z felemn oaHi^ not to accept 
«f what youoffer me ; and call hfixv^n, ^nd every 
one pre^t, t» wtoaeffr to the iiBcerity of tiiis de^ 
daration. 

FR EDERICK. [%ih'f^ htr hand, and kfffitfr k.^ 
Excellent maid t I lov^d you before ; but now I 
adore you. [fb Oid Bellair.] Sure, fir, this ^^ne- 
AHM €onc€,ffion iBttft tooch yon I 

M £ A N W £ I. L. 

"UToald you drive your fon out to live on a oom- 
mron, and deprive your old age of tiie comfetft of 
feeing him fettled ? 

Old B E L L A I R, 

Settled! where ia the woman rafli cnoagh to. 
irex&ture on him I 

•SCENE 
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. Enter JULIA baftily. 

JULIA, 
, I am the perfon, if my father will give his confeat* 

Old B E L L A I R. 
Confider, yoaoglady— 

JULIA. 

Sir, I am not now to confidcr of it. I know your 
fon better than you do. The goodnefs of his heart 
IS a fufficient.fecurity to me for his behavioar as a 
hu/band. If he has been gailty of fome follies, 
they have been owing to his toagreat attachment 
to the gay world, which now he knows, and de- 
fpifes as he ought : I therefore rely upon his being 
convinced of his errors, and am certain I (hall not 
be deceived. ~ 

HORTENSIA. 

My antfiable friend ! how mach am I indebted 
toyoa ? Pei-fifi in your ivfolation ; a refolotion, I 
SOA perfaaded you will never repent. It is the 
greateH proof yon can give me of your friendlhip. 

Young BELLAlk. 

Too generous, too lovely Julia ! this gcnerofity 
adds doubly to my contrition and fhame: and alas f 
I am now lefs worthy than ever of the goodnefs 
you «xpreifi towards me. My father has infli^led 
^e puniAmient due for all. my follies. He has *dif'^ 
inherited me, 

JULIA. 

But fra not difmherited ; at leaft I hope not. 
oay> fin [To AHworthy.] will you punilh me 
for the affedion I have for mr. Bellair, by depriv- 
ing me of my inheritance K 

JkLtWOHTiir. 
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ALLWORTHY. 

On the contrary, my child, yoa have my fuU 
confent to offer him your hand, and with it ail 
your fortune. I will inilantly break off the en- 
gagements I was about to enter into, with the 
young gentleman who has made propofals to me 
concernmg yoa. For I have now as earneft a de- 
fire to fee you young mr. fiellair's wife, as I was 
once averfe to it. Since his father proves thus in- 
flexible, I will adopt him for my own fon : I have 
enough for you both. 

Old B £ L L A I R.. 
No, fir, you have not enough* . 

ALLWORTHY. 

I am richer thsA you imagine, fir. 

Old BELL AIR. 
And I more indolgent than yoa think. I have 
done violence to my heart too long. Nature and 
the father will be obeyed. I relent ! I forgive ! 
Come then, my fon ! come and receive in my arms 
that blefling, which your filial fubmi^on and noble 
fentiments deferve. The trial I have made of your 
heart fills me with joy and fatisfadion. I now re- 
leafe you from yoVir promife, and reftore yoo all my 
affedion Son ! daughter ! friends ! you, lovely 
jnaid ; [To Jdia.] and generous young man» 
[To Frederick.] come and fharethat love and 
efteem, of which you have ihewn yourfelves fo 
worthy. 

PACE. 

And poor Pace, I hope, may be admitted to a 
(hare. 

ALLWORTHY. 
Mod certainly ; and ihall be well rewarded for 
thy attachment and fidelity to thy mafbr. Now 
let tts in, and fend for a prieft and a lawyer, to 

conclude 



